■■ 


(Jvjjf Ly> lxS£> 







fcv:-.' 



N°3340 


MONDAY 10 MARCH 1997 


WEATHER: Sunshine and showers 


(IR45p) 40p 


PULL-OUT SECTION WITH 12 PAGES OF APPOINTMENTS 


Median- 


From Jadjes to girlies - women on TV \ 
How to win votes at the Sim 
Wonderbra man bounces back 





First ever primary 
school national 
league tables 



Government breaks own regulations 



Anthony Bevins 

FWitical Editor 


The Government has allowed 
more than 6,000 cattle carcass-, 
es suspected to have BSE to be 
buried in landfill sites across the 
country -in direct contraven- 
tion of its own regulations. 

The move was last night con- 
demned as a "health hazard" 
and "grossly irresponsible** by 
the Labour MP Helen Jackson, " 
who has been campai g nin g for 
greater openness about the cat- 
tle cull programme. 

Because of fears that BSE 
could get into drinking-water, ; 
dr the fotxf chain, both the Gov- 
ernment and the European 
Union have insisted that car- 
casses should be incinerated. : 

.As far back as June 1988. an - 
official working party, on BSE, 
chaired by Sir Richard South- 
wood, professor of zoology at 
Oxford University, recoup 
mended that "carcasses of af- 
fected animals should, be 
destroyed"; ' • 

In a’ 1995 "progress report*’ 
on BSE the Mmshry of .Agri- 
culture said that since August 
198S all suspect caaetoi BSE 
had been compulkirify dahsh* 

tcred and destroyed, j . 

But in a Commons written re- 
ply to the Opposition 
spokesman Gavin Strang on 
Thursday night. DouglasHogg, 
Minister of Agriculture, said: . 
"The total number of BSE sus- 
pect cases disposed of by land- 
fill is approximately 6,120. This 
figure represents approximate- 
ly - ? per cent of the total tram- . 





berof suspects slaughtered.” 

sible to sayhow many BSErsus- 
pea carcasses had been buried 
atspedfclandfiUsitessince the 
crisis first broke, “as a complete 
set of records; is not held cen- 
traliyr To provide a- complete 
record could only be done at 
disproportionate cost”.- 
it other words: die ministry 
does not Iukjw where, the car- 
casses are buried, and it has no 
intention of finding out 
r Neither <iid Mr Hogg speci- 
fy the date of burials, but he did 
teS Dr Strang three carcasses 
had been buried lastyear. 

• Asked fcy Dr Strang to fist the 
methods of disposal that are 
permitted, compared with the 
methods currently in opera- 
tion, Mr-Hoggdid not provide 
an answer tothe question. 

Mr Hogg did not say that no 
material from BSE suspects is 
allowed to be buried in landfill 


sites. However, a British Gov- 
ernment paper submitted to the 
EU before last year's Florence 
summit said that 57 legal in- 
struments had been passed be- 
. tween June 1988 and May 1996, 
including “a. requirement that 
ailcattlewhich are suspected of 
having BSE are ... destroyed/ 

Last month, in a written 
Commons reply, Ms Jackson 
. was told by Tony Balchy, an agri- 
culture minister: “Cattle sus- 
pected of showing clinical signs 
of the disease are disposed of 
by direct incineration in plants 
contracted to MAFF.” 

Mr Baldry said that BSE 
suspects were not slaughtered 
under the over-30-montb 
scheme - the measure de- 
manded by the EU as a pre-req- 
uisite for lifting the beef ban. 

Ms Jackson subsequently 
raised the question of BS£ 
burial in a Commons debate on 
17 Februanr, when she was told 
by Roger Freeman - the Cabi- 
net Minister in charge of the cat- 
tle cull - “There are no mass 
in our countryside and 
i is no fear of disease." 

Ms Jackson said last night: “I 
think it's scandalous that the 
.minister has misled both by my- 
self anriParbament ... There is 
dearly the potential of a health 
hazard, and this is grossly irre- 
sponsible.” 

. ■Another 15 people were re- 
ported yesterday to have come 
forward in Lincolnshire com- 
plaining of symptoms that could 
be caused by the E. coU 0157 
bacteria, bringing the number 
of reported cases to 215. 



Loot An Albanian woman waving a rifle seized from a state arsenal during a weekend protest in Sarande against President Berisha Photograph: Reuters 


Berisha bows to 
rebel pressure 


Soames orders Gulf 
cover-up 



Ian Burrell 


Nicholes.. Soames, the armed 
forces minister, has ordered a 
crack team of mfiiiaiy poficqin- 
vestigatprs to question soldiers 
and seniordril servants over the 
cover-up cif the use of dariger- 
ous“pestiddes in the Gulf War. 

Members of the Royal Air 
Force Special Investigations 
Bureau (SIB) wiU today begin 
their inquiry to establish how 
in fornwtiba regardrag lhe Tise 
of organophosphate peaicides 
in the conflict, was withheld 
from ministers. ; . . 

The cover-up led to. Mr 
Soames having to make an 
apology in the. House, of Com- 
mons in December for wrong-,. 
|y informing iheHbuse that the 
pesticide* were not used.. .. 

The investigation hasbeen Set 
up at the RAF SIB's base at. 
Rudtoe Manor. Wiltshire, T from 
where the plainclothes quit also 
Investigates breaches of the 
Official Secrets Act, bullying 
and other disciplinary matters. 


Jr is believed that the RAF 
police were assigned to die in- 
vestigation because most of 
those who will -be questioned 
wfll be Army personnel. • 

The investigators, who have ' 
been told -to report promptly;' 
will seek to establish the cham 
of command through which in- 
formation on OPS was passed. 

Among those likely to be 
asked to help with the inquiry 

are Lieutenant Colonel John 

Graham, Who was in charge of 
medical operations in the Gulf, 
along with Major SF Drysdale. 

Both men were given detailed 
post-operational reports of the 
QP use by environmental health 
teebrarians involved in spraying ; 
/rhepestiddes. . 

; The : reports, compiled by 
Staff Sergeant Anthony rWor- 
thington -and Corporal.. AJ 
HucMebury. included numerous 
complaints about the pesfitiries 
used and the lack of protective 
dothmg for those applying ft. 

. ■ LtCoi Graham, who was a 
Major during the war, was lat- 


er promoted to the Defence 
Medical Services Directorate, in 
London. On 26 August last 
year, when Parliament was still 
unaware of the use of OPs in the 
Gulf, Ll Col Graham circulat- 
ed a document which said they 
were "extensively used”. It read: 
“Pesticides, including a wide 
range of organophosphate com- 
pounds, were extensively used 
by British personnel during 
Operation GRANBY.” 

. The briefing stated: "As [pes- 
ticides] were widely applied, all 
personnel in theatre will have 
been in contact to a lesser de- 
gree.” The SIB is likely to ques- 
tion members of the Surgeon- 
General’s organisation, which 
was headed by Surgeon Vice 
Admiral Tbny Revell in the pe- 
riod in question, and is now run 
hy Air Vice Marshal John Bainl 
Today The Independent pub- 
lishes new photographic and 
documentary evidence reveal- 
ing the extent of OP use during 
die war. 

Veterans ignored, page 5 


Andrew Gumbei 

Gjirokaster 


Young men drunk with the ex- 
citement of brandishing Kalash- 
nikovs looted from army depots 
drove around the streets at 
break-neck speed and fired 
round after round into the air. 
to mark their victory. 

“Berisba -come and get me 
if you want to,” shouted one 
hooded teenager. He did not 
look as though he was about to 
hand in his weapon in a burry. 

The bursts of automatic gun- 
fire were a response to the big- 
gest climbdown yet by the Alb- 
anian regime. Under pressure 
from armed insurgents storming 
through the south of the coun- 
try. President Safi Berisha of .Al- 
bania yesterday caved in to 
demands for an ail-party tran- 
sitional government and new 
parliamentary elections. 

Speaking live on state televi- 
sion. surrounded by opposition 
leaders invited to a round table 
discussion, the president pro- 
mised an amnesty for civilians 
and military rebels if they band 
in their weapons within a week. 
"Last night I was categorical 
about the Socialist Party. But 
there are moral considerations,” 
said a pale and drawn Mr 
Berisha. "Sometimes, you have 
to choose morals over laws.” 

The crisis is not yet over. Mr 
Berisha has yet to name a new 
prune minister and precise con- 
ditions for the new election have 
not yet been worked out. The 
main opposition party, the So- 
cialists, retired from the all-par- 
ty talks yesterday to decide 
whether to take up the 10 Par- 
liamentary seats they spurned 


after last May's rigged general 
election. The crisis began two 
months ago, with riots sparked 
by the collapse of fraudulent in- 
vestment schemes and has es- 
calated to the verge of civil war. 

Mr Berisha's attempt to assert 
dictatorial powers has been re- 
buffed by both tbe rebels and the 
international community, which 
has applied pressure this week. 

The fall of Gjirokaster was the 
result of an ill-thought out in- 
cursion by government spon- 
sored commandos. On Sat- 
urday, the townspeople backed 
by Icwal security forces, chased 
60-odd commandos awav across 


INSIDE 


*We are going to give up our 
weapons only when Berisha 
is no longer president’ 
Emma Daly in VI ora, page 9 


the mountains. A black Mer- 
cedes carrying the government- 
appointed mayor and his associ- 
ates sped out of town with 
headlights blazing, heading for 
the Greek border 20 miles away. 

A 14-year-old boy was killed 
in the pandemonium of cele- 
bratory shooting that followed. 

Last night, there was no sign 
of government authority any- 
where in the region. Police at the 
Greek border post of Kakavia 
gave up their guns and vanished. 

The rebels now control a 
continuous stretch of territory 
from the port of Vlora down to 
Saranda. across to Gjirokaster 
and up to Tepelena and beyond. 

In Saranda. a retired army 
colonel called Xheval Kociu has 
been appointed head of the rev- 
olutionary council. He has ban- 


ned weapons from the centre of 
town, set up a training program- 
me on handling guns, installed 
tanks and arrrileiy at strategic 
points and organised a net- 
work of checkpoints. 

He and other rebel leaders 
have pleaded for restraint, ar- 
guing that citizens should sit 
back and wail for a political so- 
lution. But many southerners are 
too angry to listen to reason. 

"Berisha stole our rotes, then 
he stole our money. We're not 
going to let him steal our lives 
as well,” said a retired army of- 
ficer in Delvina. near Saranda. 

The fall of Gjirokaster un- 
derlined the helplessness of 
the government forces. There 
have been at least four com- 
mando attacks in the south in 
recent days. All have failed 
miserably. In De Irina, police 
and army cadets who came 
over the mountains were per- 
suaded to leave again when con- 
fronted by an angry mob. In 
Saranda. a group of under-cov- 
er agents had their cars burned. 
One died inside his own vehi- 
cle while another was tied to a 
telegraph pole, beaten and 
forced to confess on video. 

The commandos who came 
to Gjirokaster were ferried in by 
helicopter. But a huge crowd ap- 
peared. backed by the police 
and army. Most of the com- 
mandos fled, either in their he- 
licopters or on foot. 

For the past week the town 
has been balanced between pro- 
and anti-government forces. 
Yesterday, the town was tense 
as young’men looted shops and 
army installations, and town el- 
ders wrangled over the forma- 
tion of a revolutionary council. 
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BT bonuses boom 

The two senior executives run- 
ning British Telecom - Sir Iain 
Valla nee. the chairman, and Sir 
Peter Bon fie Id. chief executive 
- are each likely to receive 
bonuses of ESVJJli) this year, al- 
most doubling their salaries 
and catapulting' them inti > the se- 
lect group of British business 
leadens paid more than a million 
pounds annually. Page 18 

Emu delay call 

The German government’s 
continued insistence that Eu- 
ropean monetary union will 
begin on schedule was shattered 
at the weekend by its own top 
economic adviser, who called 
for the postponement of the 
project. Page 9 


FA Cup semi-finals 

Chesterfield of the Second Di- 
vision will take on Middles- 
brough in the FA Cup 
semi-finals while Chelsea will 
play Wimbledon in a London 
derby after Chelsea beat 
Portsmouth and Wimbledon 
defeated Sheffield Wednesday 
in yesterday’s matches. The 
Scottish driver David 
CoulthariL driving a McLaren, 
won the Australian Grand Prix. 
In athletics. Wilson Kipketer 
broke the world indoor 800 
metres record for the second 
lime in three days in the 
world indoor championships in 
Paris, taking more than a sec- 
ond off the mark he set on Fri- 
day. clocking 1 minute 42.67 
seconds. Sports section 


Nursery vouchers rub teachers up the wrong way 


JmjittAidd 

Education Editor 


Tfcae&Skare being invited lo use 
tbeirbody heat ro check thou- 
sands of nursery vouchas-for. 
JonaenL The f 1, 1 00 vouchers for 
paJlms of more than 508JW0 
four-year-olds have, jnsl bees 
sei a out for the first year of tb6 
scheme which begins m ApaL- 
- Govermneni gptefeunes* to- 
joc£ -authorities suggest that 


vouchers should be checked . 
L &r forgery by rnbbingthe spe- 
;. rfafly-ircaied paper between 
. the thumb and forefinger. " 

: If the vouchers are genuine, 

. .body heat then turns the words 
“nuiserv education” from pink - 
' to off-white. But the plan has al- 
ready hit a snag. Some cold-fin-' 
Vgereti teachers are finding that 
-everf determined robbing fails 
to produce the required effect' 
Teachers are also complain- 


ing that administration of the 
scheme is bureaucratic enough 
■without adding another task, 
however small, to their burden. 

There are five vouchers per 
term for each child so teachers 
at school with 100 four-year-olds 
will have to thumb and finger 
check about 1.500 vouchers a 
year. Whim- fingered teachers 
will be able to complete the 
forgery test in a few seconds, but 
their cold-fingered colleagues 


may take much longer. Mark 
Fletcher, a nursery teacher at 
Shakespeare primary school in 
Leeds, and member of the cam- 
paign against nursery vouchers, 
said: “I got the voucher to 
change colour quickly, but my 
head teacher was rubbing for at 
least a minute and nothing 
happened." 

Inc suggested forgery' test 
comes at me end of a fist of 
checks outlined by the Depart- 


ment for Education. Schools 
need to check that parents have 
signed the voucher, to sign or 
stamp each parent's voucher, 
write down the number of 
vouchers they are claiming on 
a form and keep all counterfoils 
for their records. 

“It's very simple,” a depart- 
ment spokeswoman said. 

But Margaret Hodge. 
Labour's early years spokes- 
woman. said: “This is another 


example of insanity in (he lu- 
dicrous voucher scheme. Teach- 
ers should be leaching children 
not rubbing bits of paper." 

The department spokes- 
woman added: “We are not 
telling teachers they have to test 
ihe voucher. It’s just if they sus- 
pect forgery ... The vouchers 
have been primed in such a way 
that the design on the hack 
won't photocopy and is veiy dif- 
ficult to print” 
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Working women losing out 
with personal pensions 

More than half the people who bought personal pensions six years 
ago have not kept up regular contributions since, and face the risk 
of high-level charges eating into their investment. Labour 
spokesman John Denham said yesterday. 

He said that 6 million working women were outside employers* 
occupational pension schemes, and 2 million had joined personal 
pension schemes. However, one-third of those women with 
persona] pension schemes, had not made the necessary minimum 
contribution. 

Mr Denham warned; ‘"Peter Ltlley's plans to force all women 
into personal pensions are badly undermined by the experience of 
women with personal pensions today. Today's working women are 
dropping out of their personal pensions on a massive scale.** 

Anthony Bevins. 

Labour denies secret fund claim 

Labour yesterday hit out at a report claiming that Shadow Cabinet 
members were supported by a “secretive fund”, saying it was based 
on the names of donors disclosed by the party. The Sunday Tunes 
reported that several “previously anonymous” milli onaires had 
given money to the Labour Front Bench Research Fund. The 
names had been supplied under the party’s policy of disclosing 
donations of more than £5,000 in any one year, but the Sunday 
Times report will keep up the pressure on the Labour leader’s own 
“Wind" trust, which — like a similar one for the deputy leader, John 
Prescott - does not disclose its donors. John Rentoui 

Leading article, page 14 

RAF fraud investigation launched 

Royal Air Force pilots and navigators who flew over Bosnia to 
enforce the no-fly zone are being investigated after allegations of 
“fraudulent” expenses claims, the Ministry of Defence said 
yesterday. MDiiary police have interviewed an undisclosed number 
of personnel from different ranks who served at Gioia del Co lie in 
Italy while supporting Operation Resolute in late 1993. 

The Ministry of Defence said those under investigation had not 
been suspended but refused to release further details. A 
spokeswoman would not confirm reports that the alleged fraud - 
linked to hotel and subsistence allowances - totalled £350,000 but 
she did say it was a “fairly unusual” case. Matthew Brace 

'Herald’ tragedy’s 10th anniversary 

The Herald Families .Association, formed 10 years ago after the 
sinking of the Herald of Free Enterprise . was formally wound up in 
Dover last night at the end of a series of events to commemorate 
ihe 194 people who died in the tragedy. The derision came at the 
association’s final meeting, chaired by international businessman 
Maurice de Rohan, who lost his daughter and son-in-law in the 
disaster which happened as the ferry left Zeebrugge in Belgium. 

Ferry services in Ramsgate, Kent, were brought to a standstill 
yesterday when more than 200 people had to evacuated from the 
Holyman Sally catamaran after the vessel, attempting to dock in 
dense fog. hit a stationary ferry. 

Reynold’s issues talks warning 

talks on the future of Northern 
failure” on the Ulster peace process 
bv the London and Dublin governments, former Irish Prime 

Minister Albert Reynolds 
said yesterday. 

Mr Reynolds (left) also 
repeated a call for 
paramilitary leaders on 
both sides m Northern 
Ireland to get together.“At 
the end. eveiybody is going 
to have to talk to 
eveiybody. If we continue 
in a vacuum, and with no 
activity, inevitably it may 
lead to a new leadership in 
Sinn Fein, which will be in 
my view more hardline 
than we have got,” he 
warned. 

Labour attacked of U-tum on VAT 

Labour was accused last night of making a U-turn on a. Commons 
attempt to cut the value-added tax on energy conservation goods 
from 17.5 per cent to 8 per cent. Three organisations campaigning 
for the change - Help the Aged, Friends of the Earth and the 
Association for ihe Conservation of Energy - have written to Tony 
Blair asking him why Labour whips have pressured 19 Labour MPs 
into withdrawing their support from a Finance Bill amendment due 
to be taken in the Commons this week. 

The letter says; “Wc recognise that you ... have tabled a much 
weaker amendment calling for a report on the implications of so 
reducing VAT on energy-saving goods and materials. However, this 
is no substitute for taking derisive action now.” Anthony Bevins 

Blair urged to ‘back or sack’ Cook 

Stephen DorrelL the Secretary of State for Health, issued a 
challenge to Labour leader Tony Blair to “back or sack,” shadow 
Foreign Secretary Robin Cook who caused fury by suggesting the 
views of top Tbries could spark racism. Mr Dorrell said on BBCl's 
Breakfast with Frost that Mr Cook bad “said some absolutely 
outrageous things about my colleagues”, referring to his chum at 
the Scottish Labour Conferenceon Saturday, that the views on 
Europe of Michael Pbrtiiio, the Secretary of State for Defence, and 
former cabinet minister John Redwood were Lied to racism and 
echoed the opinions of maverick Tory MP David Evans. 

Two killed in air crash 

Two people were killed last night after a light aircraft crashed at 
Biggin Hill airfield in Kent. The aircraft came down in poor 
visibility shortly after taking off at about 4.30. Wreckage was found 
in the grounds of nearby Holwood House, Kestoo. 

Fifteen share lottery jackpot 

Fifteen tickets shared Saturday's National Lottery jackpot of 
£83m. The winning numbers were 12, 29. 5, 39, 20, 42; bonus 22. 


The suspension of multi-party 
Ireland was an “admission of I 
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Irene Ifiggfosoru^We want to reflect a hdttsric^apprpa**’:j^mfo^ity^ Acft^:Denntt 





ease 


P rofessor Irene Hlggjnson writ) today be named 
as Britain’s feat Professor of PalfefivaCare, which 
is now used by 100,000 people evory year, al- 
though ftwasbmtyconternptatod 30 years ago. Care 
of this sort - which focuses on the emotional and spir- 
itual needs of the patient as wen as controffing pain 
> is most dommoniy uskl for cancer sufferets and those 
with HIV/Aids. 

Prof Higginson, one of the world's leading spectafete 
in palliative care, feels this area of medicine wfll be- 
come even more important as the population ages. 
More people will die from chronic or progressive dis- 
eases and will need care that enhances the qualfly of 
their life for some time. 

The new department wfll be set up as part of a joint 
development between St Christopher's Hospice and 
King's College, London. ' 

"We want to reflect a holistic approach,” said Prof 
Higginson. “By linking with a major teaching hospital 
we mil be able to develop work which win have a real 
influence on health care policy nationally and will en- 
able out special skills In pain and symptom control to 
be applied to help people in desperate need ” ■ ■ 

. Prof Higginson qualified in meefleine at Nottingham 


Unlvereltyarfohasw^ 
dtotoerapyhrid dndbibgy; butRfm&f 
Bathfe ■ med jah^: ^ 

. Sbespent a.yearat thaDepartimmtrfH^ 
vfcmg cmheaflhpoOcyfnthecare itfaklef'people, and^ 
joins toe new depahhentfrom toaLbriddft Sqtocfc^; 
Hygiene and TropfoalMedidrie. 

She said ^vras “mnaz»d”tobe Bpp<j^rted.^n^ 
afly wantedtoejbfr Wahavea saying ntpafcflve Care 
toat people don’t take inbad news.-ln rftycase t couldn’t 
take in the good news^l carrfed toelet^ 
two weeks, just looking at itf . V*>; 

Prof Higginson says het dedslori toteke on tfrepost 
.stems from a (brig-held oommftment tofritproyfrlftB; 
quality oflgeforpeoptesuffedngfrom cancerantfpto^; 
erJlln«»esbyra^gtbejxofite^palBmftrecacea *>v 

"There Is stfll a lot we don’t know, t warrtfd lmpro$e\i 
the care of people suffeing prbgfesshw diseassaGf^ 
. all different typed, from all waiksof fife, artd imprave.- 
what happens to topm torougb research add edUo^ 
tkm; This te a new departure for pallralbfecaremiri ls: 
apracticai Hndimportarrt way of wWeningha^rtce cam 
to help all those in need."-^. 


MrsScargiU 
in double 
trouble 

It was a busy Sunday morning 
yesterday for Anne Scargill 
(right), wife of the fearsome min- 
ers’ champion, Arthur. She was 
arrested and released twice in 
five hours while protesting 
against an opencast mining de- 
velopment 

Mrs Scargill, 52, was among 
five demonstrators arrested at 
5am near the home of Richard 
Budge, the owner of the RJB 
Mining company, at Wiseton In 
Nottinghamshire, and accused 
of causing a breach of the peace. 

She later returned to toe scene 
of her original arrest, about half a 
mile from Mr Budge's property, 
where she was again taken into 
custody just before 10am. 

Being used to confined spaces 
- she spent five days on an un- 
derground protest with three oth- 
er women at Parkside colliery 
near St Helens, Lancashire, in 
1993 - Mrs Scargill was unper- 
turbed by her experience. 

“I’ve not been charged with 
anything, and I don’t know why 
the police arrested me on either 
occasion,” she said. “The officers 
who questioned me said their op- 
eration was called Operation 
Babysit, but being arrested twice 
makes me wonder whether it 
should be Operation Nappy 
Rash.” 

Mrs Scargill was there as a 
member of the No Open Cast 
campaign group protesting 
against RJB's policies. According 
to one of Mrs Scargill’s col- 
leagues, the protesters planned 



to dig up Mr Budge’s garden "to 
show what an open cast site 
looks like on his premises”. 

An RJB spokesman said the 
company had to meet stringent 
guidelines before it was granted 
permission to mine any site. He 
said No Open Cast had ap- 
proached the company last 
week, demanding to be allowed 
to hand in a petition at Mr 
Budge's home. 

“We refused to grant them that 
but offered to meet them at the 
company’s offices or at another 
suitable venue,” said the 
spokesman. “The next thing we 
know, they are off out trying to 
dig up toe garden first thing in 
the morning." 

Ha dismissed the group's 
claims that opencast mining was 
unnecessary and said opencast 
coal was crucial to RJB’s ability 
to provide the quality of coal re- 
quired by Britain's power sta- 
tions. Matthew Brace 


Royals reunited 
for William’s 
confirmation 

Prince Charles and his former wife 
buried their differences yesterday 
to join their 1 4-year-old son, Prince 
William, for his confirmation sendee 
at Windsor. Earlier, in an apparent 
spirit of reconciliation, toe Waleses 
sat down to a Mother’s Day lunch. 
The 96-year-old Queen Mother was 
also present at toe service, held in 
St George’s Chapel, marking 
William’s full membership of the An- 
glican Church, which one day he 
wfll head as Supreme Governor. 
Diana’s presence at toe Windsor 
Castle lunch and service dearly 
meant a lot to William, who Is 
(mown as the more sensitive of the 
Waleses' children. Absent was 
Prince Charles’s aide, Tiggy Legge- 
Bourke, who acted almost as 
William's surrogate mother when he 
was younger. 

The royal party was greeted at toe 
500-year-otef St George's Chapel by 
the Rt Rev Richard Chartres, Bish- 
op of London and Dean of the 
Chapels Royal, who conducted the 
service from toe Book of Common 
Prayer. The choice of the bishop, 
ahead of toe Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, Dr George Carey, raised some 
eyebrows in Church circles. 

But toe Prince of Wales is known to 
be an admirer of the bishop, who is 
a traditionalist and keen supporter 
of the Book of Common Prayer. 
There were reports last night that 
toe Prince of Wales presented 
William with a £65,000 pair of As- 
prey shotguns as a confirmation 
gift, if toe claims are correct, the gift 
of guns - on the anniversary of toe 
Dunblane shootings - will further 
enrage the anti-gun lobby and cam- 
paigners against blood sports. 


SOCIETY 


Traditional family roles 
increasingly eroded 

_ ■*_ . rtf family, with Dad g< 


The traditional image ofthefe^y, work 

family issues Md 

in people's lives. 


CHILDBIRTH 

Caesarian defiyciy bunten o nNH S 

More than.half of ail babksj*mM be 
section within 10 years - at hu^ U> ^ 


gynaecology at the Qaeea Charlotte and to 

LondoosaM he believed more and more 

“safe” operation, which was already thought to be on the increase.; 

fed the pain, as anew report*^ 

exprcted to show that a Caesarean section costs more tlMn three 

Nw programme, to be screened this cr^iiiig. 

About 16 per cent of all 
babies in Britain are bora 
fry Caesarean, and that 
figure is rising on average 
about 1 per cent a yean 
The Audit Commission is 
expected to show that this 
additional 1 percent 
costs the NHS an extra 
£5m every yean 

Caesareans are only 
performed on medical 
grounds but Professor 
Fisk said he, and many of 

his colleagues, would be 

prepared to perform 
the operation on 
demand. 



BROADCASTING 

World Service audience grims 

The global audience for the BBC World Service has grown to 143 
million listeners each week, according to figures released today. It 
marts an increase of 3 million on last year’s audience figure. 

The number of listeners who tune in to local re-broadcasts on 
FM or medium wave, rather than the traditional shortwave 
broadcasts, has increased from 20 million to 26 million. The main 
increases in audiences came from re-broadcasts in Poland, and in 
French for Africa. 

New research in 10 Chinese rides, Bangla desh , the Punjab and 
Himachal Pradesh, found new World Service listeners, but difficult 
areas sucb as Burma, Cuba mid Iran and vast areas of China 
remain onsurveyed. 

The BBC World Service’s Albanian broadcasts cm short wave 
were recently increased in the light of the political crisis and the 
closure of the BBC World Service FM transmitter in that 
country. 

HEALTH 

Thousands suffering in silence 

Thousands of people with stomach upsets caused by irritable 
bowel syndrome suffer in sfience because they axe too embarrassed 
to seek help, according to a survey published today The findings 
show that two-in-ftve people - 43 per cent - believe the most 
embarrassing thing to ask for in a pharmacy is treatment for a 
bowel problem. Asking for such treatment was for more 

Cn Mricettaurl5 peroentof those questioned also admitted that at 
some stage they had gone without treatment, preferring to suffer 
in silence rather than talk to a doctor or pharmacist 
The nationwide telephone survey conducted on behalf of 
Phanxmcia and Upjohn coincides with an appeal from the Irritable 
Bowd Syndrome (IBS) charity to raise public awareness about 
bowel disorders. Dr David SOk, IBS Appeal's director of research, 
said IBS was a debilitating condMop which affected millions of 
adults, although only an estimated 25 per cent had consulted their 
doetbe. 

Irritable bowd syndrome, Ihe most common disorder of the 
intestine, affects twice as many women as mean. There is no core, 
bat peppermint oil and other over-the-counter remedies available 
in pharmacies cam relieve symptoms. 


PRISONS 

Dartmoor ‘dungeon’ should close 

The punishment block for unruly inmates at Dartmoor Prison 
looks and feels like a “Victorian dungeon”, an official inspection 
report into toe jail says. The report argues that the unit should be 
shut, unless major improvements are made immediately, as it is not 
a “suitable environment for segregated prisoners". 

But overall. Sir David Ramsbotham, toe chief inspector of 
prisons, concluded the jail was well managed, with good relations -• 
between staff and inmates - a big improvement since the last 
official report, ra 1992. 

He then drief inspector of prisons. Judge Stephen Thmixn, said 
Dartmoor was the “dustbin” of the Prison Service for unwanted 
prisoners and should be dosed by 1994 if it was not reformed and 
modernised. 

Sir David was able to be for more positive, in the light of a£35m 
programme of tefurbishments to the prison, which opened in 1809 
to hold French prisoners from the Napoleonic War. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 412 % of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the fhst half of 1996 




RADIO 3 CELEBRATES OUR CENTURY. 


sounding the 


c e n 



FROM NOW UNTIL THE END OF THE CENTURY, RADIO 3 IS CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF GREAT MUSIC. HIGHUGHTING 
THE COMPOSERS WHO REFLECT THE VTTAUTY AND RANGE OFTHE 20TH CENTURY, ■SOUNDING THE CENTURY 1 
CONTINUES WITH MICHAEL TILSON THOMAS CONDUCTING DEBUSSY. TODAY AT 7.30PM. ON RADIO 3. 
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news 


Paid (McCann 

Media Correspondent . • • •• 

The British Phonographic in- 
dustry win today host the latent 
stage in a four-year battle by 
teenage pop fans to get a fan- 
deal from ran clubs. 

The meeting has been or- 
gan; sed by Short Change, the 

children's .consumer . .pro- 


battle against fly-by-night fan clubs 


gramme on BBC1. which has 
been campaigning against fan 
dubs.which take money from 
young fans and often give than 
little or nothing in return. 

... Short Change , wants the rep- 
resentatives of Poly Gram, 
MCA Music and reputable fan 
clubs who will be present to set 
up a trade association. 

. .Hundreds of fan clubs exist 


in the UK. many legitimate and 
run by friends of the bands as 
a labour of Jove In the spare 
bedroom. But there are also 
many fly-by-night operations 
working out of post office box 
numbers. 

The intention of today's 
meeting is to set out rules of as- 
sociation for prospective mem- 
bers and to come up with a seal 


of approval that can be with- 
drawn for bad behaviour. It will 
also give fans someone to com- 
plain to. 

Around 70 per cent of com- 
plaints received by Short Change 
refer to fan dubs that rip off 
their members. 

A typical experience is that 
of a 13-year-old from London 
who sent £83 to teen band 


Backstreet Bovs’ fan dub for a 
selection of merchandise. After 
six weeks she had received 
nothing and only after the pro- 
gramme intervened did she re- 
ceive a pair of boxer shorts, a 
cushion and a book on the 
band written in German. 

Often fans receive nothing at 
all, says Gilly Longton. a Short 
Change producer. ■'You 


wouldn't send a cheque off for 
a holiday without seeing au 
Abla sign, so there should be 
something similar for fan 
clubs." The amounts may he 
smaller for teenagers’ fan clubs, 
but says Ms Longton. they- are 
large for 3 teenagers' pocket. 

The television programme, 
which is broadcast on Sunday 
mornings and is virtually un- 


known in the adult world, re- 
ceived no help when it ap- 
proached MPsand the Office of 
Fair Trading. However. Ms 
Longton was helped hy contacts 
in the record industry and has 
managed to elicit the support of 
some of the industry's heavy 
hit ten:. 

“We spend a fortune creating 
and promoting the image of r»ur 


artists. - says Gary Farrow, vice 
president of group communica- 
tions at Sony Music "So we don’t 
want it jeopardised hy some 
over-enthusiastic band manager 
who can’t handle a fan club, or 
worse, those that cash the fans’ 
cheques with no intention of sup- 
pling unliking. They ought to re- 
member that with no fans, there 
are no record sales.” 
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Booker man hits 
back at accuser 

Swift rejects criticism that work copies another 

UmoI. -n i 


William Faulkner: Tale of a woman's body being carried to funeral. 


bficote Vteash 

The Booker Prize winner Graham 
Swift hit back yesterday at sugges- 
. tions that his award-winning book 
was not original. 

• The nation's literati paused for 
a sharp intake of breath after 
accusations that Mr Swift's Last 
Orders bore close structural 
similarities to William Faulkner's 
American classic.,-!? I Lay Dying, 
But Mr Swift said he was amazed 
at claims that his work was not orig- 
. inaL He said that he would be an- 
swering the allegations against him 
point-by-point in a detailed letter 
to his accused Professor John Frow, 
of Queensland University. 

Writing in The Australian Review 
of Books, Professor Frow argued 
that in Last Orders Mr Swift had ex- 
tensively borrowed style and form 
from the earlier work without giv- 
ing a “knowing nod” of acknowl- 
edgement towards Faulkner. 

& his defence, Mr Swift told The 
Independent: “These claims are ab- 
solutely absurd. 

“The link between the two books 
is something that has already been 
mentioned ... One reviewer promi- 
nently discusses this very point and 
praises the way L have drawn on 
Faulkner. The two books are about 
different worlds and different peo- .. 
pie. written in a different form of 
the English language. 

“But the link between them is not 
the main point of my novel. I am 
drawing on archetypal ideas which 
have been constantly re-worked 
through the ages." 

Professor Frow alleges that 
Faulkner’s transportation of the 
dead Addie Bundren to her funer- 
al in Jefferson, Mississippi, is used 
in a “direct and unacknowledged 
imitation" by Mr Swift, whose cen- 


Accusations have been levelled 
at many great, and not so great 
writers, including: 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge: Ex- 
tensively borrowed work from 
earlier Romantics and German 
authors for his heady poetry. 
TS Biot: Recent charges of pil- 
fering in his “many voices” 
poem, The 
Waste Land. 

The Duchess of 
York: Allegedly 
lifted the idea of 
Budgie the 
Helicopter. 

Hugh MacDI- 
armid: Used a 
short story by a 
Welsh writer 
and a review from the Times Lit- 
erary Supplement in one of his 
poems. 

DM Thomas: Borrowed exten- 
sively from a Russian author for 
his 1981 Booker prize-winning 
novel the White Hotel. 


ashes carried from London to Mar- 
gate to be scattered by his friends. 

But Mr Swift maintains his slory 
draws on 1,000 years of literary tra- 
dition. “The book looks at the age- 
old idea of how living people deal 
with the death of their relatives. 

“This is a very basic stoiy and it 
is not exclusive to any writer. Each 
generation retells the tale in their 
own way. It is even more common 
than stories about falling in love.” 

.-ts / Lay Dying , published in 
1930, is renowned for the narrative’s 
alternating voices, recounting the 
journey from different viewpoints. 


The same technique was famously 
used by Chaucer in The Canurbure 
Tales and has been popular with 
authors for generations. 

Mr Swift said: “In my first nov- 
el 1 alternated between different 
narrative story-tellers and l didn't 
get accused to plagiarism (hen." 

Other supposed similarities in- 
clude: chapters headed with a per- 
son's name; a chapter made up of 
numbered points and a chapter 
made up of a single sentence. 

Mr Swift acknowledges drawing 
on an earlier literary work for his 
short chapter. “Vince", which con- 
sists of the sentence “Old buggers. 
tire Bible can safely claim to have 
the first short chapter in literary his- 
tory. It reads: “Jesus wept”. 

The poet and critic Blake Mor- 
rison. who has researched the 
murky vaults of literary plagiary, 
said: “Ii has always been a legitimate 
practice to draw on earlier works 
and in some eras, such as the ISih 
century, authors were expected to 
allude to previous authors. 

“I think the real difference is be- 
tween allusion and theft. If an au- 
thor lifts paragraphs word for word 
then it is fair to say that this con- 
stitutes plagiarism.' 

“We should always expect novels 
to echo earlier books because there 
are only so many plots that writers 
can draw upon. 

“In this instance the case seems 
rather thin. Although the two works 
have similarities in form they are 
completely different in content." 

Mr Swift remains an admirer of 
Faulkner's novel. “It is a great 
book. I first read it 25 ycars'ago. 
although I didn’t read it when 
writing Lost Orders. I suppose great 
books always stay with you. I just 
hope that mine stay with people as 



Graham Swift: Story about ashes being taken for seaside scattering 






nes win go 
■in election 


Anthony Bevins 

Rolrtfcat Editor 

The Conservatives are going 
■'down the pan" at the next elec- 
tion: Sir George Gardiner, 
the parly's latest backbench 
defectori said yesterday. 

Already sacked as Conserv- 
ative candidate for his Reigate 
"constituency at the next election. 
Sir Getrrge announced on Sat- 
urday he .was switching to the 
Referendum Party, to become 
their first, and probably last, MP. 

Sir George said yesterday: "7 
find it very hard to find a Con- 
servative; Member of Parlia- 
ment that actually thinks we are 
going ro win the next .election. 
1 mean John Major might, bur 
he’s about the only one. 


“Tory seats are going to go 
down tnc pan with an almighty 
flush when die election comes. 
And the writing was on the wall, 
wasn’t it, al die Winral?. The 
Tory backbenchers are by no 
means illiterate.”. ' 

As for the views rfirisformer 
Conservative colleagues. Sir' 
George told BBC television'-s- 
07j the Record: “All I can say Is 
that ray phone, has cerpainjy: 
bee p buzzing lhismammgwiih " 
calk from my colleagues, MPS, ^ 
saying, r W&n done, George, the.’, 
bert of luck' . . . fivie or six, some- 
thing Hke that” 

Sir George said he had been 
“driven out” of the Tbiy party 
by. Mr Major’s fence-sitting on 
the issue ’ of the European 
single currency. 


His language was more 
graphic in a Sunday newspaper 
article, in which he said: “John 
Major just will not listen. In- 
stead the cheeks of his bottom 
bold the top of the fence tight- 
. ly in their grip." 

The latest defection puts the 
Conservatives into a minority of 
three votes in the Commons. 

However, with an election 
due to be held on 3 May at the 
latest, there is no chance of Mr 
"Major being forced into a pre- 
. dpitaie request for a dissolution, 
as neither Sir George nor the 
Ulster Unionists plan to bring 
the Prime Minister down. 

. Michael Heseltine, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, said 
yesterday that there were “very, 
very', very few people" who 


backed the Referendum Party’s 
demand for a vote oo the future 
of the United Kingdom in the 
European Union. 

But he warned that the Ref- 
erendum Party posed a very real 
threat. Mr Heseltine told BBC 
radio’s The World this Weekend 
that “ the danger [is] thai if you 
vote for a Referendum candi- 
date, you're more likely to get 
a socialist government doing 
exactly the opposite to what you 
want.” 

That warning was underlined 
by John Redwood, who told Sky 
television’s Sunday programme 
that while there was no question 
of the Referendum Party win- 
ning seats, with only 2 per cent 
support in the polls, there could 
be a risk of a split Tory vote. 





Changed colour: Sir George Gardiner, 


Horam, William Rodgers, John Stonehouse, Dick Taveme 



John Rentotd 

Very few defectors in postwar 
British politics have bad on to 
their seats al the folkwmggen.- 
eral election. Of 27 .Labour 

’ MPs who left in 1981 to jom the 

SDP._pnly two are still in the 
f Commons: Robert Mactennan, 

• the Liberal Democrat presi- 
“ 3ciu. and John Honuri, now a" 
Tory junior minister. ' 

Bruce Douglas- Marin. ■ the 
'*3mly /one who did Che hpn- 
'IsuraWe thing by resigning his 
scat to fight a by -election, lost 
Mitdtamlo J9S2 to Tory Angela 
*;sRuniboliL ; 

«s£ - Earffcr,3imSfllars arid John 
Robertson defected from 
Ma .Labour to set up. fife Scottish 
V^ptSSur Party: in 1976. They 
their sea Bin 3979. But Mr 
>2»iflars, who in 19S1 joined the 
■“SOT and marripd Maigo Mac- 
Donald. a former SNP MP who 
had woo the spectacular Glas- 


gow Govan by-election in 1973, 
.. returned to the Commons by re- 
peating his wife's 'trick in 1988. 

The problem for right-wing. 

■ lEuro-sccptk Tories is that there 
is no obviouspariy to which they 
can defect: Toe dosest parallel 
with the ease of Sir George Gar- 
- . diner is probably Enoch Pow- 
ell. He gave up his seal in 
Wolverhampton in February 
1974, and urged a vote for 
Labour as the lesser of wo evils; 
bec ause Harold Wilson ’had 

. promised a referendum on Eu- 
rope. He returned to the Com- 
mons that October as the Ulster 
- Unionist MP for Down South: 
Great Defections: 

Sir George Gardiner: Conser- 
vative to- Referendum Party; 
March 1997. Once leader of the 
.hugest- faction of backbench 
Ton? MPs . the right-wing 92 
Group. Discovery of differ- 
ences of principle with the 


Prime Minister no doubt en- 
tirely unrelated to recent des- 
election by local Tory 
association in Reigate. 

Alan Howartb: Conservative 
to Labour: October 1995. Right- 
wing Tory minister who devel- 
oped a social conscience to 
become first Tory- Lo- Labour 
floor-crosser. Still hoping to 
be drafted as last-minute can- 
didate in safe Labour seal. 

John Horam: Labour to SDP to 
Conservative: March 1981, Feb- 
ruary 1987. Lost his Gateshead 
seal in 1983. Txjk the slow roule 

to Thatcherism but only got 
back into the House, for Orp- 
ington, in 1992, after she had 
gone. Still entirely unfamous as 
junior health minister. 

WQtiam Rodgers: Labour to 
$DP> March 198 L Only four of 
the 27 Labour MPs who de- 


fected to the SDP survived the 
1983 general election. Former 
transport minister Bill Rodgers 
was not one of them. Fellow 
Gang of Four member Shirley 
Williams, elected in Crosby by- 
election in 1982, also lost. 

John StoaeiKnue: Labour to 
English National Party; April 
1976. Former Postmaster-Gen- 
eral who ran off with his secre- 
tary and faked his suicide in 
Australia. His defection, just be- 
fore disqualification and jail 
for fraud, cost Jim Callaghan his 
government's majority. 

Dick Taveme: Labour to De- 
mocratic Labour October 1972. 

Homo Proio-Socialdemocrati- 
cus who resigned to fight and 
win a by -elec lion on a pro-Eu- 
rope platform. Held his Lincoln 
seal iti February 1974 and only 
lost in October to anti-EEC 
Margaret Jackson, now Beckett. 


GET UP TO SPEED 

You should now have your tax affairs in order 











you \ 

usually receive \ 

a tax return the new 
Self Assessment form will be 

arriving in early April. Get off to a W 

flying start by first making sure your affairs 

are up-to-date and in order. If you need help, contact 

your tax office during office hours (the telephone number 

is at the top of your tax return). Or in the evening and at weekends, 

call the Self Assessment Helpline on 0645 000 444 icaiis are charged at local rates). 


Self Assessment -a clearer tax system 




f.i— 




< 






** \ 4 ' » .* " J 1 




^ 


rrnm w mmM • the mjEPmx m : 


news 


Pro-choi 


***» 

^ T . 




Matthew Brace 


A bold offer of financial support 
for pregnant women who want 
an alternative to abortion, giv- 
en by the leader of Scotland's 
Roman Catholic Church, was 
strongly criticised yesterday as 
a false promise. 

In a speech heralded by the 
ami-abortion lobby and the 
Catholic church in Scotland as 
a “bold new initiative'’, the 


Archbishop of Glasgow, Car- 
dinal Thomas Winning, pledged 
to help "any woman, of any 
religion, of any ethnic back- 
ground, from anywhere, who is 
pregnane and in need". 

Speaking to the Scottish con- 
ference of the anti-abortion 
pressure group the Society for 
the Protection of Unborn Chil- 
dren, Cardinal Winning offered 
"help" in the form of pregnan- 
cy tests, counselling, help with 


raising a baby, adoption and fi- 
nancial assistance 'with equip- 
ment for the baby. He urged 
women to contact the orch- 
diocesan office in Glasgow from 
today before making “Che of the 
biggest mistakes of your life". 

However, he failed to give de- 
tails on exactly what help would 
be available, how aid to preg- 
nant women would be financed, 
or how to get in touch. 

The Catholic church in Scot- 


land gets all its funding from its 
flock or from private dona- 
tions. Last year, an appeal by the 
Scottish Catholic International 
Aid Fund raised £2m for Third 
World causes. However. Car- 
dinal Winning's spokesman. 
Father Noel Barry, said yester- 
day that no special fund bad 
been set up to support any 
pregnant women who might 
come calling on the church af- 
ter the offer of help. About 


160,000 abortions were carried 
out in England and Wiles last 
year, at a cost of at least £4Qm- 

He ad mitted that the cardinal 
had'oot produced a budget or es- 
timates to cope with an influx: of 
pleas for financial assistance. 
“How much we give to each 
woman will depend on the indi- 
vidual's drcumstances," he said. 
"The church is not in the busi- 
ness of needs means-testing." 

If the cardinal’s offer does 


prompt a flood of cafip, church 
aides appeared confident that 
the money would come from 
somewhere. “Thai is one of the 
greatest challenges in an ini- 
tiative like this,” said Father 
Bany. "We will rely on God. We 
are a people of faith." 

The pro-choice National 
Abortion Campaig n called the 
offers publidtystunL Its chair- 
woman, Anne Marie Keaiy, 
said t he sta tement triviaBsed the 


decision-making ■ process 
around abortion “by unptyiflg 
that women can be bought- is 
Cardinal Winning seriously say- 
ingrbat the Catholic church is 
gang to'bc able to support 
women financially s o that they 
can continue with unwanted 
pregnancies? I think not.” 

‘ Anti-abortion campaigners 
welcomed the open offer and 
the Society for the Protection of 
Unborn Children discounted 


teaisxnat »**■**" r — 

of women demandingcasn. 

The cardinal's speech dsQ 
prompted a reply from tire 
labour leader, fcarf Blair yes- 
terday. A leadership source 
said: "He {Mr Blair] is not m 
favour of abortiCKLiwbp^ can 
be in favour of abortion, but as 
a legislator he does no* fra mat 
becan use the law 

against those faced with this 
awful choice." •' 
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electoral 


pact 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


Faddy Ashdown defended the 
Liberal Democrats' constitu- 
tional deal with Labour yester- 
day amid criticism from some 
within his parry. 

The Liberal Democrat leader 
told the spring conference in 
Cardiff that the agreement on 
electoral reform and devolution 
would give the party's policies 
a voice over the next five years. 

In a wide-ranging speech 
which attacked both Labour and 
the Tories for “can't-be-done" 
politics. Mr Ashdown hinted 
that the talks which ended last 
week would safeguard the Lib- 
eral Democrats' place in the his- 


■ .. M 


tot y of the late 20th-century. 
Giving the Scots and Welsl 


Giving the Scots and Welsh 
more say via their own assem- 
blies and people across the 
United Kingdom more power in 
their communities, was part of 
the party's “historic mission". 

“We have, through choice, 
been able to work and agree 
with the Labour Party in this oae 
crucial area - despite our dif- 
ferent values, our different poli- 
cies. our different philosophies 
and our different beliefs. 

“No* that may be criticised 
by some. But it will be a great 
source of hope for millions in 
Britain who despair of politicians 
ever working together for the 
good of the country," he said. 

There had been complaints 
from some Welsh Liberal De- 







Man with a mission: Paddy Ashdown addressing the Liberal Democrats' spring conference in Cardiff yesterday 
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Cofin Brown . 

Chief Political Correspondent 
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mocrats that the party’s new en 
tente with Labour would make 
their jobs more difficult on the 
doorsteps. Floating voters in 
marginal seats would be tempt- 
ed to argue that they might as 
well vote Labour if the two par- 
ties appeared close, they said. 

Dai Davies, prospective can- 
didate for Ceredigion, bad ac- 
cused the leadership of going 
“hand in hand" with Labour. 


Mr Ashdown also used his 
speech to spell out in more de- 
tail his party’s policy of putting 
an extra penny on income tax for 
education. The plan would cosr 
the average family only 45p per 
week, he said, but would raise a 
substantial sum for every school. 

A typical primary school with 
250 pupils would gain £16.000 . 
per year, while a secondary 
school with 1,000 pupils would 


gain £1 10,000. Every child bora 
in 1997 would be entitled to a 
nursery place by 2000, and by 
the end of the next parliament, 
no child under 11 would be in 
a class of more than 30. 

"If you don’t think giving 
these children that chance is 
worth an extra 45p a week, then 
it’s simple. Don’t vote for us,'" 
he said. “Our politics is domj 
nated by fatalism and timidity 


- by the idea that the British 
people are a bunch of mean- 
minded misery-cuts, as obsessed 
with lax as politicians and the 
press. Well, we say they re not. 
It’s time we stopped treating 
them like children." 

A spokesman for Mr Ash- 
down brushed aside sugges- 
tions made in a Sunday 

“hush up” the imminent birth of 


his first grandchild. He said Mr 
Ashdown was delighted that 
his daughter Katie, 31, who 
lives in France, wasexpecting a 


baby soon after the election. 
Bur from worrying about wha 


lor from worrying about wfaai 
becoming a grandfather would 
do TO the 57-year-old politi- 
cian’s status a$ an "action man,” 
he was “looking forward to be- 
ing aide tossy. >e are a grand- 
father the spokesman said. 


Stephen Done II is taking an 
election gamble by publishing 
a White Paper this week 
proposing to privatise council 
social services, including homes 
for the elderly. The proposal is 
as radical as Peter Ldley’splan 
to privatiseipensions. 

It will be seen, as evidence 

that the Thoes are trying to close 

tire gap with Labour tty adopt- 
ing more radical policies. 

Mr Dorrell wul also today 
announce private insurance 
schemes for long-term care for 
the elderly in council-run resi- 
dential homes, which could be 
privatised if the Tories win the 
election. 

Ministerial sources last night 
denied the plans for social ser- 
vices bad been watered down 
because it was feared they, 
would be a vote-loser. “I don’t 
think anyone looking at this 
White Paper will say* is soft. 
It will be like the pensions an- 
nouncement in its radicalism,” 
one Whitehall insider said. 

The proposal would till the 
grants system from government 
TO requiring local authorities to 
pay the private sector to supply 
up to 85 percent of the services 
currently provided by .council 
social services departments. • 

Mr Dorrell has told officials 
he does not want a “level play- 
ing field" between councils and 
the private sector in the provi- 
sion of social services. “He 
wanty to tilt the playing field to- 
wards the private sector” said 
another Whitehall source. . • 


the timing win be decided by a 
Cabinet committee chaired 
today by Michael Heseltine, 


the Deputy Prime Minister, at 
Downing Street 


Downing Street. 

Theproposalswfll form part 

of the 'foxy election manifesto. 
They wfll be seen as part Of Mr 
DoneiTsstrategy to estaWtofe - 
credentials with the right wiag 
alongside Peter Ufley, tire So- 
cial Security Secretary, who 
announced- his. plans for pri- 
vatising pensions last week. 

Mr DorreU wiB aljro an- 
nounce long-delayed proposals 
far erimnra&ira more treopfe to 


tyke oat private insurance to 
cover the cost of long-term 
care in their old age. The plans, 
win be carried in a draff B3{ to 
be taken through Parliament if 
the Tories win the election. . 

The Health Secretary said on 
BB <Z Breakfast with Frost that 
the means -test wifi be made 
.more generous to allow pa- 
tients who have insurance to re- 
tain assets worth £1 JO for eveiy 
£1 worth of insurance cover. It 
means a pensioner with £10,000 
of cover would be able to keep 
assets of £15,000 on top of the 
current disregard of £16,000 be- 
fore means testing would bite. 

• The . Prime Minister 
promised action in the spring in 
1 9% foflowing pro tests from el- 
derly Tory supporters who were 
being forced to sell their homes 
- assets which they wished to 
pass cm to thOT children- in or- 
der to pay for Jong-term care, 
before they qualifiedfor means- 
tested state care. 
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A thinly coded message has 
been sent by the Prime Minis- 
ter to trustees of the MUleoni- 
tun Rind to reverse their de- 
cision turning down national lot- 
tery money to preserve the 
“Enigma" code-breakers bead- 
quarters for the nation. 

A rambling mansion at 
Bletchley Park was the home of 
the wartime code-breakers, 
where the Enigma riddle was 
unravelled in the biggest single 
intelligence blow against 
Hitler’s Nazi forces. 

But the Millennium Fund 
turned down an appeal by the 
Bletchley Park Trust for funds 
to turn the ate into a permanent 
museum. Historians believe 
that the ate, sold to British Tele- 
com, urgently needs preserving 
for the nation, and now John 
Major has stepped in. 

The Prime Minister has sent 
a clear, thinly coded message to 
the Millennium Fund ana the 
trust supporters to resubmit a 
proposal which will be accept- 
able. “Bletchley is very impor- 
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The Millenium Fund has turned down Btatchley’s appeal 


tant and I know they are re- 
designing a lottery application. 

“I think they applied in tbe 
wrong fashion last time. They 
are now reapplying and I think 
they will put in a very powerful 
bid, and the first thing is to see 
if they are successful in their bid 
to tbe lottery. Clearly, it is 
a very important place and I 
think, everyone would wish it 
success.” 

The trust supporters met 
Virginia Bottotmey. the Na- 


tional Heritage Secretary, last 
week to protest at the failure of 
their bid for Millennium ^ fund- 
ing from National Lottery mon- 
ey. She told campaigners that 
Bletchley was of “great bistar- 
icaf value for the nation and I 
share the understandable pub- 
lic concern for the future of the 
place".- 

Mrs Bottomley insisted the 
decision did not rest with min- 
isters. “Decisions on k are 
made by the National Heritage 


Memorial Fund trustees .and art 
the Government.” But she 
“hoped a way would be found 
to save Bletchley Farit and its 
collection of wartime artifacts 
for the nation”. . 

Those campaigning for 
Bletchley to be preserved in- 
clude Robert Harris, author of 
the novel £tygma, which is be- 
ing turned into a Hollywood 
film. "Writing in the Daily Mofi, 
he said: “Bletchley is not - at 
least not yet - a ruin. Visitors 
can see the mansion into which 
tbe code -breakers moved in 
1939 and the out-bufldings in 
which Alim Turing and Gordon 1 19 
Welchman later designed the 
‘bombe’ - the huge de-crypt er 
which broke the Nazis’ Enigma 
ciphers.” ' 

Visitors can also see the fa- 
mous wooden huts - three, six. 
four and eight - in which tire 
code-breakers worked and a 
running replica of Colossus, 
the world’s first programmable 
computer, which has been 
reassembled to the original ' 

plans, and which helped to j 

break the Nazis’ -bqmplex cod- 
ed war time messages. ’ 


in sectarian harassment case 


call the number below. 


HL-1660 

lb pages per minute, 

1200 dots per inch . 

4 Mb> 10 Mb models available. 
High volume duplex printing, 
Network capability 


33 NEC 


3 SHARP 


0345535100 


David MdGttrick, 

Ireland Correspondent 


Quoting Ref: I DOT 4 


. T.i^n.1 . m 

Coaxiputcrj 
w.r.u ^ 



brother. 




More than just features 


Baroness Demon, tbe minister 
responsible for countering reli- 
gious discrimination in Northern 
Ireland, has become embroiled 
in a case of sectarian harassment 
within her own private office. 

The baroness's private sec- 
retary,. Alvina Saunders, re- 
mains in her post even though 
the authorities have paid 
£1 0,000 to settle a complaint of 
harassment (nought against her 
by a Catholic woman. 

The case, and the Govern- 
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Denton’s resignation. The case 
has become an embarrassment 
in the province and shows signs 
of spreading to tbe United 
States where it could threaten 
efforts to attract investmenL 


Bair employment remains a 
touchstone issue in Northern 
Ireland. While the Govern- 
ment has made efforts to com- 
bat discrimination, the general 
nationalist judgement is thatxn- 
equhies persist in maxw areas. 

Compensation awards in dis- 
crimination cases are quite com- 
mon, but this case is unusual in 
that a Government minister 
was directly involved in events. 
The embarrassment is made all 
tbe sharper by Che fact that, as 
Economy minster. Baroness 
Denton hasresponsibffity Jot fair 
employment legislation. 

Last month it was announced 
that a Catholic woman, Graiane 


sparsest of details were gr 


in settlement of a harassme nt 
darn. She was supported in her 
action by tbe government- 
appointed Fair Employment 
Commission, but only the 


sequentiy came to li ght did so 
as a result of a campaign in the 
Belfast Irish News, ft emerged 
that Ms Hedfcy had worked 'in 
the baroness’s private office as 
her diary secretaiy,and she had 
been moved out of tite office af- 
ter intervention by the minister. 

One of her complaints was . 
that during the. 1995 Orange 
march stand-off in' prmneree, 
the minister's personal secre- 
tary. Mrs Saunders, had an- 
nounced with “some pleasure” 
that Orangemen were befog, 
allowed to parade thro ugh a 
, Catholic area. Less than three 
weeks after this episode :Msr 


ley, conceded there, had been 
sectarian harassment and ad- 
mitted k had failed to pro- 
mote a harmonious working 
environnwnt 
ceived a written warning. 

• One of tbe chaises levelled 
.at the Government is that of be- 
ing “ecomnnkalwiifc the truth”. 
An initial statement denied the 
. minister had' been involved in 
having fcfcHedfeymcved* but 
this position was adjusted offer 
tbe Irish Mrwrproduced a con- 


iuui uud cpuuw ma 

Hedley was tokf-by Mire Saun- 
ders - that she wast»emg trans- 
ferred out of the office. 

In settling the case, the gov- 
ernment apologised to Ms Hed- 


piyinwi m r -UAf UHiu i mi ouuwjug 

that the baroness bad asked for 
her tobe transferred. Baroness 
Denton then 'said she had sug- 
gested a ttendCTbui insisted she 4 
' 'haffnotttieri known of *aay is- J| 
' suesof ^sectarian nature bav- i 
iflgarisen in my private office”. 

The Northern Ireland Office s 
said yesterday foe minister had 
no in tendon . of resigning. . 
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Gulf War 



: Testimonies the MoD cut out of report are revealed as MPs see new evidence 

Tests that link 
troops to illness 



Reports by fan BunreM : - 

Staff Sergeant Anthdny Wor- : 
thingtohwalked aloggtifecor- 
ridors bf : the_ ; iMinisity of. 
Defence building in Whitehall ’ 
on 14 Noveiribesr with a'nisw 
confidence in his step. 

Sgt Worthington believed he 
had the answers which would 
sohe the riddle of the Gulf W&r 
illnesses which left 1,200- bf bis 
comrades sick and debilitated. 

He had photographs and 
documents, to show exactly how ' 
troops were exposed to dan- 
gerous pestiddes and he be-; 
lievedthe MoD, at last,, wanted 
to listen. 

For five years the tninistiy 
had repeatedly denied _ that 
British troops were exposed to 
dangerous chemicals in . the war. 

Then last October, l4jchola$ 
Soames, the armed forces min- 
ister, admitted that troops used 
organophosphate pesticides to 
ward off desert pests. - . 

If anybody should-; 'have 
known what happened itwas Sgt 
Worthington. As senior, envi- 
ronmental health technician 
for 4th ArmoureAbrigade he 
was responsible for ndmims- 
tering the pesticide sprays. . 

Yet to Sgt Worthington’s diSr 
may be was treated with what 
he regarded as. cymasoa .and . 
hostility. Much of his evidence 
never featured in -the reportof ; 
the MoD’s Organophosphate 
Pesticide Investigation Team. , 

Today The Independent pub- 
lishes the 1 phot og r a phic and 
documentary evidence which 
shows that trobps with no train- 
ing and no protective clothing 
were told to spray camps with. '■ 
pesticides which were: not in- 
tended for public hygieoe use. 

Untrained;; . -Sandis .and 
Filipinos guest workers were 
hired lo go through ^be camps •' 
dousing* tents withpestiddes. - . 

Veterans have testified 1 that 
- they were drenched with chem- 
icals even while rating, and 
sleeping. Among them.was Ma- 
jor Christopher Irv.en, of the 
Royal Artillery. remember on 
more than one occasion eating 
in a mess tent while pest de- 
contamination was in progress. . , 
I tried to cover my food as the 
fog settled on everything but 
continued to inhale ihestufL” ■ 

At the Ai Jhbail camps, 
where many of the British 
Lroops were based, Larry Cam- 


mock, anRAMC medic, was 
eating in a.bar when his meal 
TOmtemipted. 

. • \*Iwo JFSfipino employees 
came into, the canteen area 
with a .sprayer each- and con- 
tinued to spray the walls and 
. rafters," he said. . ... 

' ;“I and the other British ser- 
. yicemen had to passthrough the 
, mist to get out of the entrance. 

- Outside we were all coughing 

- .and our eyes were running.” 

Both men are now displaying. 
: the symptoms bf Gulf War 
fflness. So is Shaun Rnsling, 
another medic wbo has testified 
. that while serving at AlJubaii, 

. be was exposed to Ffenitrodion 
and Diazanon OPS. . V 
■i--- He said:, “I slept amongst it 
I ate axnbogstiL Iwas even cov- 
ered while on the toilet” 

As the graying continued, 
large numbers of British troops 
heffln -falling flj with, diarrhoea 
. and nausea as well as skin and 
respiratory problems... -1. . 

•- The Independent has - seen 
restricted health and hygiene re- 
ports documents prepared by 
•MajJohn Graham, inch aige of 
memcaJ operations in the Gulf. 
•*' One report, dated 4 Decem- 
ber 1990, when' the troops were 
■ firstbeing exposed to the quays, 
states “Almost one- third of all 
cases admitted to hospital have 
diarrhoea and vomiting.” 

: The most alarmin g pie ce of 
I evidence given by SGTWor- 
thingtoh to the MoD investi- 
gators was that Neoicida) 60, a 
winter sheep deep wholljr in- 
appropriate fbrpobllc hygiene 
use, bad been used by mistake. 

The label was. in: Arabic but 

- Sgt Wbnhington said, he was as- 
sured by anofficer that the pes- 
ticide was Btattanex 20, a far 
weaker carbamate Insecticide. 

7 ‘ The spraying team became so 
ill that they sought a translation 
of the label from a Jordanian 
doctor Who identified it as the 
powerful Neoridal 60, based cm 
"the OP DiazraoniT - 

were issued with 
ion dusting powder 
which they used without pro- 
tection. The Independent has 
seen . a priority' Amry telex, is- 
sued tbs January, which orders 
immediate recall bf Mhlatbion 
“due to increased parflameataiy 
interest"; Itsaysr^MalatbiOD — 
is not approved under the con- 
trol of 


is not (not) to be used." 


Mustard gas in Saudi Arabia 


A Czech army chemical, spe- 
cialist has revealed new in- 
formation on how ho 
detected traces of mustard 
gas while serving in the Gulf 
conflict. 

Lieutenant Colonel *Kri 
Abode was a member of ah 
artti-chemhsal weapons team 
sent tti the. Gulf at the behest 
of Saudi Arabia because of 
Its specialist knowledge of 
chemical warfcue. .. 

The 13^stroog unit re- 
ported to Saudi mffiteJy con* 
mand and was equipped 
with the most sophisticated . 
che mica] and biological -war-.; 
fare detectors. 

U-Col Abeite, writing to 
the current issue of Applied : 
Science and Analysis, a spe- 
ciafist American jeanmat for . 
nuclear, biological and 
chemical defence experts, .- 
reveals that the unit dearly 
detected the presence of - 
mustard gas dose to the’ . 
military city of King Khafld 
on 19 January 

He writes: "I started to opr.; 


erate my ChP-71 [chemical . 
detector): iri several minutes 
1 saw a colour change lathe 
mustard tube. The yellow - 
colour of the tube changed 
sOghtty tobrewmandared-. 
dish brown ifog appeared^* 

Lt-Col Abode reports that- 
the same day an American' . 
detection team, 3kmaway, . 
made defections- of sarin 
and mustard gases. 

The mustard gas samples 
were not concentrated - 
enough to show up in later _ ' 
laboratory tests but LLCoi 
Aberie said that did not sur- 
prise him. 

-Records recentiy released 
in America show that US Fox 
chemical and biological de- 
tection vehicles took seven 
positive readings for nerve 
. and mustard gas at sites in 
northern Saudi Arabia and 
. southern Iraq during the war. 

British troops have-re- - 
ported mass sightings of . . 
dead animals In the Gulf and 
some believe that chemical 
Weapons, wer&responsibla. 
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Pest control: Soldiers in the Gulf said they were constantly drenched in pesticides, even while eating and sleeping 


New medical evidence that 
Gulf War illness was caused by 
the use of chemicals in the 
conflict has been presented to 
the Commons Defence Select 
Comminee. 

Privately-funded reseat eh by 
Dr Goran Jamal, a consultant 
neurophysiologist, found “little 
doubt" that veterans became se- 
riously Hi after their exposure 
to pesticides and other chemi- 
cals in the desert. 

Dr Jamal, who is based at the 
Institute of Neurological Sci- 
ence at Southern General Hos- 
pital, Glasgow, was funded to 
carry out extensive tests on two 
veterans who were exposed to 
organophosphate pesticides 
(OFs). One soldier had been re- 
quired to carry out pesticide 
spraying after having taken sev- 
eral inoculations and NAPS 
tablets as protection against 
chemical weapon attacks. 

The veteran new has a series 
of long-term neurohehaviourai 
symptoms, including memory 
loss, mood swings and tiredness. 


Dr Jamal concluded the sol- 
dier had suffered permanent 
damage and had "little doubt his 

E resent problems are related to 
is exposure to pesticides and 
the other risk factors which he 
encountered in the Gulf". 

Tests on a second veteran, 
whose tent was sprayed with 
OPs, also linked his neurolog- 
icai condition to the combina- 
tion of OPs, NAPS and 
“low-level chemical warfare 
agents" m the Gulf. 

The results support tests car- 
ried out on 14 veterans by Dr 
Jamal two years ago. He re- 
cently resigned from a panel ad- 
vising government departments 
on the effects of OPs on human 
health owing to establishment 
opposition to his work. 

Later this month, the Com- 
mittee will issue a report on 
Gulf War Alness, which is ex- 
pected to put great pressure on 
the Ministry of Defence. 

The Committee has also 
been examining possible com- 
pensation schemes for victims. 
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molested SA youngsters 
helped at controversial art stud io 


stewf- Boggsm 


pher att£e centre of an art-or- 
pcftuography '"debit*-' u&CclLa 
fugitive paedophile as a helper 
tonis studio'.' . ‘ 7 ' 

Ron GSvqr; whose pictures of 
children are lauded by the art 
world bui frowned: upon by 
police, .used the services of 
Greg Rotter wh3e Kfr Potte: was 
on the run . from South African 
police for .molesting children 
and taking; pornographic pho- 
tographs of them. 

. Mr Oliver said this, webk 
that hedid hot know of Mr Pot- 
ters' past, Air of his obsession 
with children. . - 
• "TT&'Wniifc'i^c^no good 
whatsoever* but* I didn't know 
anything about http,” he said: “I. 
didn’t employ. Khn full time. I 


Tyhfle hr South Africa^ the 
Zimbabwe-born Mr Batter was' ; 
wanted by police fqir allegedly < 


sexually 


children^ and- for 
a^idttog them.- 
He would advertise in mag- 
azines for .subjects between ' 


6 Potter was 
just someone 
who ran errands 
forme ... I had 
absolutely no 
idea that he had 
any record 9. 


just .allowed' -him to run 
errands.” ' : '• ’ ; • 

He said that Mr Potter had. 
never been withjmn at phott* 
graphic sessions; although the 1 
profeiisionaJ. relationship, with 
Mr Oliver wiU reknKDe debale 
over whether; some of Mr Oliv- 
er's photographs, could excite 
paeaoptules.*. 

Mr Oliver, 37. became a 
cause _c£l&bre in .1 993, when 
police raided hisStudioin west 
London; ifetifed. mdre/than 
20;000 * photographs - and 
arrested him on. suspicion -of 
taking indecent pictures of chfl- . 
dren under id. "... .-.--V 
He is an established portrait 
photographer who specialises in 

taking pictures, some oLthem 
nude._ofthe children, ofmain-; 
ly wealthy professionals. ’ 

* Advertising in Pfegue and 
Harpers it QwxrL. be numbers 
members of. the House of 
Lords, whom he will not name, 
among his clients. None of the 


included. “Victorian clothing, 
water-babies and farmyard 
• fun”.. By. the time he fled in 
1989, statements bad been' tak- 
en from 13 children and police 
vreie asking for other possible 
victims to come forward. .' 

Before that, in 1983, he was 
given a .five-year suspended 
' sentence by magistrates in Dur- 
ban far wmmii y assaulting nine 
children who attended his Sun- 
day school classes. After di- 
voicing him, Linda Potter, 37, 
told one mterviewer that she be- 
■ b'eved-he married her- only so 
that he could molest her eight- 
year-old sister. Mrs Potter’s 
. sister said she was sexually 
. _ abused for four years without 
Mrs-Potter’s knowledge. 

CMdlmeinlhirbahsaicIMr 
- Potter targeted widows and di- 
vorcees with childr en whom he 
would later molest. In Britain, 
police believe he used the same 
' methods, befriending angle 
mothers in supermarkets and 
.then sexually assaulting their 
children. “We consider him to 
be very dangerous,^ one officer 
' said ’ ■ • ' ;• ; •' 

-Speakjng from Paris, where . 
he: now lives with his wife, 
Vanessa, and their three chit 
dren, Mr Oliver said he knew 
nothing about Mr Potter's past 
or about the warrant issued for 
. his own arrest last year. 

Mf Oliver seid 1 hie was con- 
cerned; that Mr. Plotter’s 
T iriwhremdii might lead some to 
. -find him “guilty I by associa- 
. tidn”, but he continues to ve- 
hemently protest- that he is 
/. innocent, and he is stfll taking 
photographs of clients' chil- 
’ ; drenfrpmnD over Europe. 

A;--. Scores of -those who pay 
. about iZOOO for a portfolio of 
their children, have written 
glowing^; testimonials, while 
artistic praise for his images con- 
tmuesto grow. • 7 
. “Potter was just someone 


P 


A debate raged for months 

after his arrest over whether his 
work constituted art or pornog- 
raphy.- Art exppts praised the 
befluty and Clarity of his-images. 

He was questioned by police, 
rcleased.on bail and fled to the 
Netherlands with his .family, 
arguing that if -he returned to 
Batain,the police would harass 
him. A warrant was issued for 
his arrest last year on evidence 
presented to a magistrate, al- 
though it is understood that only 
a handful of pictures out of the 
thousands seized were consid- 
ered sensitive enough to put be- 
fo re the magistrate. Aside from 
Lhat,Ju$irasc had jgpne cold. 

However, inquiries by The JSi- 
dependeni have established ThSt 
Mr Potter, 39, was arrested at 
Mr OBvei's studio during the 
initial raid. Mr Potter was ques- 
tioned by police bm released on 
.bail. He loo jumped bafl. Since 
then, another warrant ha^been 

'■ Llr vin OicntfVin 


£ Hie did not 
. assist me 
professionally 
and he never 
went on any jobs 
with me to see 


who ran errands for me,” Mr 
Oliver said. “He wrote to me 
saying he was an amateur pho- 
tographer and asked if he could 

come and speak to me. 

“He wasn’t the first person to 
do that - lots of people, par- 
ticularly photography students, 
did. Anyway* be ended up run- 

frtr fnA nw-lrma im 


contact sheets and 

“But he wasn't an assistant or 
anything like drat, and he nev- 
er went on any jobs with rqe to 
see clients. He wasn’t a profes- 
sional, s» he didn't assist me 
professionally’ He just did odd 

’ r.,- • - , , _ ■ ij Win lu. #I.A linn. 


: dren to- Britain. 


I had absolutely no idea that 
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he fradjany record. I would be 
the last person be would tell 
because he would have known 
.that rd have bad nothing to do 
'with him if he’d told me.” 
r-.r.The police said yesterday 
that they would like to interview 
Mr Oliver again. However, he 
said that be was unlikely to 
come back, because his work 
would suffer. It appears unlikely 
that any attempt will be made 
to extradite him as there is no 
offence under French law which 
is similar to that of taking in- 
decent pictures of children un- 
der the age of 16. 




Losing charity: Clydesdale horses at the Fairways home for retired woridng horses in Perth. Fifty animals face ttie knacker's yard because a 
lack of donations from the public. The reduction in funds has been partly blamed on the National Lottery Photograph: Jeremy Sutton-Hibbert 
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Not too difficult, is it? A signal will tell you if you have any messages. And to play them back, you just dial 
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Rail passengers 


Even more job 
cuts and a rise in 
ticket sales would 
fail to bring 
companies a profit 

Randeep Bamesh 

Yet another piece of the nation's 
train set will trundle into private 
hands today when Richard Bran- 
son's Virgin Group takes over the 
Intercity West Coast service 
linking London and Glasgow. 

Mr Branson has a vision for 
the worn out 700 miles of track 
which carries passengers along 
the nation's industrial spine. Vir- 
gin pians to spend £750m on a 
Tlcet of 36 tilting trains and re- 
duce the journey lime by 90 
minutes, to just three -and-a-half 
hours in six years' time. 

Despite record growth in 
passengers thisyear. the ride for 
travellers on the privatised net- 
work has become noticeably 
bumpier. Private owners of 
train firms have been forced to 
shelve services because of staff 
shortages. Others have been 
fined for cramming passengers 
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Going nowhere: South West Trains were forced to implement an emergency timetable last month after 70 drivers took redundancy 


into shorter trains and are sav- emment subsidies shrank and 
ing cash ty substituting buses for fares rose wbile stations closed 
trains on some mutes. and carriages rusted away. But 

Under British Rail things with privatisation, travellers 
were not much better. Gov- were supposed to be in for a 


"rail renaissance" with train 
companies becoming “cus- 
tomer-focused." 

The problem for passengers 
is that much has been promised 


and very little delivered. The 
performance of one of the first 
privatised lines - South West 
Trains - has been disastrous. 

SWT, the biggest commuter 


train company in Britain, was 
taken over by Stagecoach, the 
bus giant, in February last year. 
Ax first the firm comfortably 
beat its punctuality and relia- 
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Photograph: Edward Sykes 

bility targets for trains ferrying 
passengers between London, 
Hampshire and Surrey. But in 
January 70 drivers — more than 
10 per cent of the total - took 
adv anta ge of the firm's sever- 
ance package - and left. 

That led to a shortage of 
trained staff and eventually can- 
cellations as the company strug- 
gled to instruct new drivers. By 
the end of January, travellers 
saw an average of 17 services 
I scrapped a day, leaving thou- 
sands stranded at stations. Pas- 
sengers' woes deepened when 
the company was forced to im- 


trains from SWT daDy schedules. 

Then work on a crucial sec- 
tion of track near Woking in 
Surrey took more than nine days 
instead of a weekend to com- 
plete, causing chaos to sched- 
ules. 

The lesson would seem to be 
not to cut staff, but that ispre- 
cisely what firms have to do in 
order to make money. Under 
the Government's franchising 
system, firms bid to run train op- 
erating companies. The licence 
was awarded to the firm that 


asked for the lowest Govern- 
ment grant or offered the 
biggest payments over the 
length of the franchise while 
meeting minimum st andards . 

In order to fill the gap be- 
tween diminishing subsidies 
and the cost of running a train 
company, private operators 
have to increase ticket sales and 
cut staff numbers. Leaked doc- 
uments from three franchises m 
the north of England show that 
the new owners are preparing 
to shed 25 per cent of the wort: 
force - more than 2300 staff. 
Using industry figures for the 
cost of using the track, renting 
trains and paying wage bills, it 
is possible to calculate the job 
losses needed to make a profit 
on the new private network. If 
10 , 000 jobs were cut nationally 
and ticket sales grew by up to 
50 per cent over the next seven 
years, seven train companies 
would still not be making any 
money by the time their li- 
cences expire. 

Prism, a group of bus indus- 
try executives who run four 
train companies - Cardiff Val- 
leys, London Tilbury Southend, 
West Anglia Great Northern 
and South Wales and Wtest - will 
collect more than £S00m from 
the taxpayer over the nexr sev- 
en years. But the company will 
lose £70m unless it doubles its 
takings and cuts 900 staff. 

Surprisingly, Stagecoach 
hardly needs to cut staff at alL 
British Rail used to run South 
West Trains for a little over 
£ 60m a year. Stagecoach will 
need on average £5 2m. If staff 
numbers were to stay the same 
the company would make £45m 
over the next six years. 

The cost of running British 
Rail before it was privatised was 
about £800m a year. The total 
nnmial bill for the new priva- 
tised system was £1.8bn, which 
will dwindle to BR levels in sev- 
en years 1 time. 

And where did the extra mon- 
ey come from? British Rail, 
whose sale netted the Treasury 
£4_5bn. The vast profits and job 
tosses as weD as the new carriags 
- 450 promised next year - will 

have been paid for by the much- 


Public sector 
deal scraos iol 


Barrie Ctonen^ 

Labour Editor 

Leaders of 13 million public 
service employees will reach a 
historic agreement today, sig- 
nalling the end of the notorious 
“jobsworth” attitude to wort 
among some local authority 
employees. No longer should 
council workers reply: “It’s 
more than my job’s worth”, to 
a legitimate request tocarzy out • 
work hot stipulated in the time- 
honoured job sheet. 

As part of one of the biggest 
productivity deals in the histo- 
ry of British industry relations, 
craftsmen turning up to main- 
tain paths at a school may, for 
instance, be asked to repair a 
roof damaged overnight. 

Council officials staffing 
“one-stop shops” will be ex- 
pected to deal with all requests 
for help, whichever department 
is involved: environmental 
health, housing, or refuse col- 
lection. 

Rom 1 April, all demarcation 
lines will be removed and the 
only test wfll be the abflily to do 
the jab. Rom that date, union 
leaders have given manage- 
ment carte blanche to introduce 
an unheard-of degree of flexi- 
bility in the way that council 
work is performed. 

In return, the agreement, 
due to be signed today at the 
Transport and General Work- 
ers’ Union’s headquarters, in 
central London, mil mean that' 
all distinctions between white- 


DAILY POEM 


At the Last Judgement - : - 

by Stephen Tapscott 

At the last judgement, when the blind angel-', 
winds our lives back slowly on her spool. 

I wfll ask her to stop ..... •. 

for a moment here —It Is years since - because ’ 


I do not 
how, aft 


• i 


sleeping, walked opt into the orchard and down . * r -' 
the shining toad. Fbrhouis (he ram had contantetLi-- 

and now the cold had tightened ft, m glares.' ,£■ ; 
The hawthorn had begun its first extensions. It wasApriJ, 

I was young, and ..each pale bad was sealed.' xoifict and. .per- 
fect, 5 .* 




and blue-collar employees will 
end and everyone will be on a 
single pay “spine”. 

The deal will also set in train 
job evaluation exercises at load 
authorities, .aimed at removing 
discrimination against women. 
The studies, undertaken over 
the next few years, will ensure 
that wort of equal value carries 
the same reward. Unions will 
drop thousands of industrial tri- 
bunal cases as a result. 

Among other management 
concessions is the introduction 
ofa 37-hour week for blue-col- 
lar workers by 1999, and 36 
hours in London. 

Tied to the radical produc- 
tivity pact is an annual pay of- 
fer of about 2.8 per cent, with 
additional increases for the 
lowest paid, effectively giving lo- 
cal authority employees a min- 
imum wage of more than £4-. 
This means council staff will 
have achieved the TUC bar- 
gabaing target. It will give them 
a rate comfortably in excess of 
any statutory lower minimum 
wfaitih would be introduced by 
a Labour government 

The accord is an attempt by 
the three mam unions inv o lv ed. 
Unison, The Transport & Gen- 
eral and the GMB, to enter into 
a social partnership with tha na- 
tipnal bodies representing 
county, district and metropoli- 
tan authorities. = . . 

Union officials pdinfcHXt that 
the agreement shAtjld give a 
Labour government two or 
three years of industrial peace. 
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^ora - The dusty streets of 
Vlora, :rad3e of the mutiny in 
soutbei i Albania, reverberated 
to the. constant refrain of 
m a chirk -gun and automatic 
weapobj fire yestetdsy, punc- ' 
tuated V the occasional explo 
sion, a| .the -Oty’s- gunmen 
celebrated political triumph 
over Pn&idient SaK Berisha: 1 ■. 
. “ft's tie beginning of a great 
victory,Tsaid E rhaw, a young 
gunman-rBut we aie-goingto 
give up oir weapons only when 
Sali Berifflat is no longer pres- 
ident SaliBerisha is the enemy 
of Vlora.’ ‘ . J 

Shortly lfter 330pm, when 
Mr Berish i made his live tele- 
vis jop ; an ouncexnent, every 
guii. in.Vk ra — and. there are 
ma^y thoi Kinds - was fired at 


Vlora rebels vow to oust Albanian 
president. Emma Daly reports 


guns, because if they shoot in 
- the air-I might beToMeA^ 
Albert Sbyti thenewdefacto 
leader m Vlora, addressed 2,000 
people in the town square 'at 
dude, one or two waving the Al- 
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TepetenS 


JSaranrta: 


GREECE 


Safi Beusha: In retreat ... 
and €xi actedtotes^n 

ooccijf : excitable youngmen 
lininith^streot made their joy 
knov ivbyfirin&contmnqdslyin 
toth air for three-quartere of 
on b or. Some exploded band 
grew des for the hell of it, btfc- . 
ere fi ed at empty bmk&gyqr 
into indows. • • ■ v 

“In very afraid,” tSaid 14- 
year- id Donna Hadziraj,' as a 
car d ove past, with the pasp 
sengt firing a Kalashnikov entt 
of Uii window. “But I am also 
happ; because Sali Berisha 
now as gone. He can’t be 
presic rut if we don’t want him? 
andw don’L He is worse than- 
. Enver Toxba. 

Donna mid her mother were 
walkirt home through the cel- 
ebraiow gunfire. “W3 aren*isafe 
in - this place- — Sali Berisha 
might trmg in his people and 
they mfeht come to our bouse 
and Idllus, -1 Darina said. “Iam 
also amid of these guys with 


“We win not rest until 
Berisha is gone- and you have 
yolir money back,” he told the 
crowd, referring to the recent 

■ collapse of pyramid schemes. 
"We have won a battle, but not 
the war," saidMrShyti. "Wfe wiB 
noiradge by Berisha’s words, 
but by ms actions." 

Admirers surged around, 
bogging and kissing him! But it 
is difficult to see who will meet 
the protesters' main demand. 
“We want onr money back," the 
crowd roared. Thousands lost 
thrir life savings in the pyramid 
investment schema run by Mr 
Berisha^ allies. Bui the cash is 
gone, siphoned off to foreign 
Bank accounts pr, frittered on 
yachts and helicopters and the 
other trappings of luxury. 

The President's resignation 

- seems more likely. By yesterday 
morning it was dear that Mr 
Berisha was in military retreat 
- has army had surrendered a 
large swathe of territory, mostly 
without a fight On the toad 
.from Her to Gjirokaster, for ex- 
ample, the army's armoured 
personnel carriers (APCs) 
which had exchanged fire with 

- rebels on a dht road leading 
west to Vlora, had withdrawn. 
The last government check- 

" point, a couple of soldiers at 
BaDsh, waved care through. 

The first indication that we 
were- in -rebel territory came 
sopner than we had expected. 

.- Around the bend ofa mountain 
road just a few miles from 

BaUsd a masked gunman stood ; 
beside apfle of stonesblockmg i 
oneTane. Behind him on the 
verge s sniper, head swathed in 

30im3es south, rebels waved 

■ their guns and asked us where 

fire nearest police checkpoint 
was; . ■ >• , 

. The night before, soldiers at 
^he Her checkpoint were ask- , 

- ing the' same questions. Hie 
bridge south -of Fier, on the ; 
main, road to Vlora, is in rebel 
hands. --...../' 

On Satmday two army APCs i 
probed the area and exchanged 
fire with rebels on the bridge, 

• immovable con- 
' Crete blocks. “Sony,” they told 

us. “Ycm w'go on fpot,butnot ' 

witlrthecaf.T- -- •• • i 

They were extremely ner - 1 
was, add told nsxme man had 
.. been Jcffled in the, shootout 
with , tbb APCs. We were soon 
^antoinklcd by dozens of peo- 
ple, keen to get the menage 
across. Gunmen on the bridge 
told. us to leave, others to. stay 

• and hear their fhle. 0ne of the 
fqrmer, fearful of drawing en- , 
emy fire, leapt oh the bonnet of 
ouqr car and pointed his Kalash- 
nikov through the windscreen. 

.We left. , 

We drdve north back, to a 


heavily guarded government 
“checkpoint outrider Fier. The 
mood was sombre, the soldiers 

/nervous. 

■. 'The situation is fifty-fifty, but 
-I think it will get worse," said 
bneone miBtaiy man. "Maybe 
there will be fighting. It will be 
/HkeLos Angeles - the Ameri- 
r- can scJ dieisfigh ting the Amer- 
ican people.” 

v But perhaps Mr Berisha re- 
absed hs army, whose conscripts 
have more in c omm on with the 
rebels than with the ruing cadre, 
. would not sand for that. 

Media+ 



Spoils of wan An Albanian boy testing a rocket-propelled grenade looted from the army barracks at gjirokaster Photograph: George Karachalis/Reuter 


More is less 


Was£l,2P0+VAT 

(£#10) 


•/, *-•. . ■ *V ' • •• • * ■■■ i 

Now 

£899+vat 
(£1,057) 




.u. 






;-.t mm 


* i**- 


Compaq Deskpro 2000 5133 M1620 
133-MHz Intel Pentium® processor, 16-MB memory, 256KB cache 
1.6GB S.M.A.R.T. hard drive with Fault Management 
Microsoft® Windows 95 or Windows 3.1 pre-installed 
Compaq 140 14"SVGA monitor 

Compaq AssetControl via Insight Manager, Comprehensive System security. 





-vsoFFi mm u m m 

WklS ■-« -mtanoa ffiS cato-per- man* 
pwfc caT2fl -4p.Qgp*8* H.1P 
BK 60 minuro HS cafe gef montti 
uii nwii'QiUB, Peak ok TiSf . « PRfc tTJp 
tMBca»1W £352 (MpriosindndBVM) 


credit cart & 3 &r znA FH&PH0tIE 

m#NERASE| 

^ E2S2E& 

tauten wjj 




All Deskpro PCs have huge price reductions of up to 24°o. What's more, until the end ol 
April our special promotion prices mean you will pay even less for a Deskpro 2000 with a Compaq 
.140 or V50 monitor. This means if you’re a growing business your budgets will now stretch to faster 
processors and larger hard drives. Not to mention even lower long term costs ot PC ownership. 

All this comes from the number one brand in the world for desktop PCs? To take 
advantage of this offer contact your reseller or for promotion details send off the coupon or call 
us between 830am and 8pm (9am -5pm at weekends). 


OFFER ENDS 
30TH APRIL 


Tel: 0990 50 00 20 


CUMI’M) < C»iS YOU I I >S TH.W CHI U’l.R CO.MI’UIl.RS 


Mr Mr-. M. ihtaiiJ. 


\r« ..wlV-r«i1»«a,J- S»olraqnln.-,-.ji ><n rl 

VW'ilUi in#ki. lu'ur, pnadu., J.’l '.M. r- tl n<>i . i4i r la 

nr.*. tIk-t.. lift k,l. O •'■«»( (.'■mpul'. r I thhtlV>~l. 

IS >B. \ ;i .T VI. J-.JI- R.^il llun. .• >,.«■ IHK 


(^) 

pentium 

iPHOCEtSOR 


COMPAQ. 


Ofierdosc 30.4. VZ Offer » while nocks Ua ai paradparing iwcJlerj. fYiws tjnnf- rc Cnmpaij rrcommewkd pritvs. Anuil » inc» mav »an rhuiu^pl. .*<«' , 15* mnnhnr. pric- ^ U ou-d r-»Vr- .p.s-ilicaii<m ftnlv. 

The Intel Inadc Crgo and Pciuium ir: r^i- .- trademark* of Intel CoqKiranun.*SourLL-: Market Research Agency Inicrrum^l Dnti Corporation. 


‘ vine^ ■ — V -T' • 




. -V * 


' -v 

— .. — ^ ^ . . .. . 


^ - - - — . 







10 


«n»y 10 itofiCHJggUlSi^^g 


international 

Trial may 
untangle 
Mexican 
drug links 


Phil Davison 

Mexico City 


Was the government and fam- 
ily of Lhe former Mexican pres- 
ident. Carlos Salinas de Gortari, 
in cahoots with the country's 
drug barons? 

Mexicans believe a trial open- 
ing in Houston. Texas, today 
could lift the lid on a Pandora's 
box tying in the Salinas family 
and former senior Mexican of- 
ficials with the drug cartels. 

Mario Ruiz Massieu. a 
deputy attorney-general under 
Mr Salinas whichmade him the 
lop man in the anti-narcotics 
programme, faces a civil trial 
over $9m (£5_5m) he amassed 
in a Houston bank account. 

Seeking to confiscate the 
money. United States prosecu- 
tors will try to prove it came 
from pay-offs hy druglords. Mr 
Ruiz Massieu says it came from 
legitimate business transactions 
and “bonuses" from Mr Salinas. 

US law enforcement sources 
say prosecution witnesses will 
link Mr Ruiz Massieu and his 
late brother. Jose Francisco 
Ruiz Massieu. a former secre- 
tary-general of the ruling Insti- 
tutional Revolutionary Party 
(PR1). with the drugiords of the 
Mexican Gulf cartel. 

Witnesses will also name Mr 
Salinas's brother. Raul, and fa- 
ther. also called Raul, a former 
senator, as taking massive pay- 
offs to protect the cartel. There 
is reportedly no evidence sug- 
gesting Carlos Salinas, who 
lives in exile in Ireland, was in- 
volved with drug barons. Raul 
Salinas Jnr and his father deny 
ties with the narcos. 

Mexicans hope the trial may 
also shed some light on the 1994 
assassination of Jose Francisco 
Ruiz Massieu. who was formerly 
married to a sister of Carlos 
Salinas. Raul Salinas Jnr is in jafl 
awaiting trial for allegedly or- 
dering the killing, now believed 
to have been linked to the 


multi-million dollar drug trade. 

Carlos Salinas named Mario 
Ruiz Massieu to investigate the 
murder of his brother but Mario 
is now suspected of tampering 
with evidence to protect Raul 
Salinas. The latter also feces tri- 
al for inexplicable wealth. De- 
spite receivin g only an official's 
salary, Mr Salinas was found to 
have more than SlOOm in more 
than 70 Swiss, British and other 
foreign bank accounts. Mexican 
prosecutors are investigating 
whether the money came from 
drug-tr affickin g. 

After fleeing Mexico three 
days after Raul Salinas's arrest. 
Mario Ruiz Massieu was ar- 
rested in Newark, New Jersey, 
in March 1995 for failing to de- 
clare $46,000 in cash on a cus- 
toms form. He has been under 
house arrest in New Jersey since. 

The US federal prosecutors 
say an aide to Mr Massieu. for- 
mer diplomat Jorge Stergios, 
carried suitcases full of dollars 
to Houston from Mexico City 
twice a month for his boss in 
1994, the last year of Carios Sali- 
nas’s term. Prosecution docu- 
ments say the money was in 
return for protecting Gulf car- 
tel bosses from the law. 

In a deposition, Mr Ruiz 
Massieu said £51X1.000 was in 
bonuses from the Mexican pres- 
ident Mr Ruiz Massieu said the 
rest of the $9m was his savings. 

A key witness in Houston 
could be Magdalena Ruiz Rriayo, 
currently in a US jail for drug traf- 
ficking, who claims to have been 
a private secretary to Raul Sali- 
nas Snr, Ms Ruiz has told pros- 
ecutors Mr Salinas Snr was a key 
figure in the Gulf cartel. He de- 
nies the allegation and rays he has 
never heard of Ms Ruiz. 

Mexican media reported this 
month that Carios Salinas's sis- 
ter, Adriana, had been given a 
$2m mansion in Mexico by Pablo 
Escobar, then boss of the 
Medellin drug cartel in Colum- 
bia. Ms Salinas denied the reprats. 




Blackout: The sun disappearing behind the moon in a total solar eclipse, observed yesterday at 10.01 at the 
Siberian city of Chita, near the border with Mongolia Photograph: AP 

China linked to US funds scandal 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 


Washington's political fund- 
raising scandal acquired a hnid 
new dimension yesterday with 
revelations that the FBI warned 
several members of Congress 
they were targets of an illegal 
$2m i£I.25m) effort by die 
Chinese government to bay 
votes and influence. 

According to the Washington 
Fast, sis Congressional figures 
were involved, including Cali- 
fornia's Democratic Senator; 
Dianne Femstein. ABC televi- 
sion reported that 30 were 
“potential targets”. 

Even before these allega- 
tions, the Democratic elder 


statesman Senator Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan of New \forfc 
was speaking of “an attack on 
oar system firom Asia, mainland 
China and perhaps Taiwan. 
The system was attacked and 
some of it was penetrated”. 

The re-emergence of the 
“China connection” tarns the 
focus back to the gargantuan 
fundraising efforts of the 1996 
Clinton campaign by a dutch 
of Chinese-Amerkans, notably 
the Former Commerce Depart- 
ment official John Huang and 
two businessmen, Johnny 
Chung and Charles Lin Trie. 

All three, the Post said, were 
being investigated by the FBI as 
conduits for the Chinese mon- 
ey, laundered to avoid a breach 


of US laws barring campaign 
contributions from foreign in- 
dividuals and governments. 

The episode can only em- 
barrass President Bill Clin- 
ton, tarnisfafaig the lustre of last 
week’s press conference when 
be easily fended off questions 
over fundraising, inducting ac- 
ceptance on the premises by a 
senior aide of a $50,600 cheque 
from Mr Chung. 

Mr Clinton insisted no laws 
had been broken, and that De- 
mocratic fundraising was a 
matter of self-defence against 
the Republican “juggernaut”. 
The fact remains that Messrs 
Huang, THe and Chung visited 
the While House more than ISO 
times, which adds to pressure 


for a special counsel to probe 
the whole business. It is now a 
question less of if than when 
Janet Reno, the Attorney Gen- 
eral, makes that appointment 

Democrats have grudgingly 
bowed to the Republican ma- 
jority on Capitol HHI for Sen- 
ate hearings on the issue, 
though not mi the practice of 
large “soft money” donations by 
corporations and party bleats, 
which is widely considered the 
true poison of the system! 

The outcome of the furore is 
unpredictable. Mr Clinton's 
high poll ratings suggest the 
country is hot moved. The fren- 
zy ova* fundraising may prove 
to be sound and iur^ signifying 
ultimately very little. 


Netanyahu battles to . 
maintain coalition unit# 

Bauainin Netanyahu, die 

Ss53S5£^» from anotber 9pr - : 

° f ssje r- 

hiS 1 SS 1 2S > & p has condemned £ 
of the UN Security Council r ^ luU °“ 
not to build at Har Hama in Jerusalem. But Yasser 
Arafat, the Palestinian leader, will do nothing lo 
fo^US, on whom he relies to force braelwimpta^it 
the Orio accords under 

West Bank occupation. Patrick Cockburo Jctusaiom 

Military cadets surrender 

Two students at a Russian military wUege who 'Jdafter . 
shooting dead five fellow cadets andan 

standing guard at Kamyshin Military College near 
Volgograd (formerly Stalingrad); The patron 
sub- machine -guns and ammunition. Reuters - mosOTH 

US rapper shot dead 

American rapper Notorious BIG was gunned down 
yesterday, the second well-known gangsta rap artist loiea 
m six months. The rapper, whose real name is Christopher 
Wallace, was leaving a parly just after midmght when 
rounds of gunfire erupted from a passing vehicle. 
was dead on arrival at hospital . Reuters - Los An^tos 

Obituary, paje 16 

Hostage talks resume in lima 

■Rvo mediators in Peru’s 82-day hostage crises enteredlhe 
Japanese ambassador’s residence yesterday in what 
appeared to be a resumption of indirect contact between 
the government and Marxist rebels. 

Archbishop Juan Luis Cipriani and Canadian 
ambassad or Anthony Vincent are both members of a _ 
three-man mediation commission. Reuters — Jtna 

Crowds jeer Milosovic 


More than „ „ „ 

Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic rallied in Belgrade 
in support of more democracy and freedom for the riedia. 
The gathering was the first big protest since Mr Milosevic 
reinstated opposition election victories last month. The - 
demonstration also marked the sixth anniversary of-he 
first street protest against Mr Milosevic on 9 March 1991, 
wfaentwo people died. AP — Bdgrade 

Cubans salsa into record book 

Hundreds of couples packed Havana’s Salon Rosad# dance 
theatre as Los Vhn Van, Cuba's best known salsa bard, 
kicked off what organisers hope will be die world's bngest 
non-stop salsa concert. The concert began shortly aler 10 
pm on Saturday night and was set to nm continue u^y until 
10pm on Wednesday . A maximum 10 seconds’ ale me is 
allowed between bands. Reuters— Havana 


A BRILLIANT N 

IEWEPFL 

OAN SCHEMI 

E / 

MEANS YOU 

l ‘SAVE AS 

YOU PAY’! 



- because after a year we reduce your standard repayment. Then again after the next year ~ and again 
and again until the interest is discounted by 2%, where it stays. This saving means that after budgeting to 
afford your repayments now, you will be more comfortable as they reduce in thb future. 


An affordable interest 
rate becomes lower! 


12 . 00 % 

nominal 




DIRECT 


12.6% APR 

Variable 
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Year 2 


Year 3 


Year 4 


Year 5 


onwards.. 


= GRADUATED discount 


Our standard (variable) rate is a fixed margin above TSB base, 
rate, and this differential is guaranteed throughout the loan. 
Interest charged is gradually discounted in four steps of %% 
per year, starting on the 1st anniversary. 

Your discount gradually increases to 2% off our standard rate 
and continues for the duration of the loan (provided payments 
are made on time and by direct debit). 

This means your standard repayments are gradually reduced 
over 5 years, saving you a considerable amount.. 
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The illustration (above) and table (right) assume that TSB base rate remains 6.00% throughout 
the term of the loan and that you qualify for the discount over the full term of the loan. 

Endeavour Personal Finance Ltd 

P.O. Box No. 10147, London N14 6LE 

A MEMBER OF LLOYDS TSB GROUP 

We have been providing secured personal loans for over 10 years 
and, as part of a major financial services group, you can be 
assured of our responsible lending and first class personal service . 


LUUfri 

10 Year Term (120 months) 

£5,000 

Amount Boi 
£10,000 

rowed 

£15,000 

£20,000 ! 

Total Repayments - Standard 

£8,60830 

£17,216.40 

£25,825.20 

£34,43240 

APR (Variable) 

12.6% 

12.6% 

126% 

12JS% f 

Total Repayments - Reducing* 

£8,195.64 

£16,390.20 

£24,586.68 

£32,781.96 

APR (Variable) 

11-5% 

11-5% 

11.5% 

11 3% 

Total Saving 

£413.16 

rare 9Q 

£1,23832 

£1,65034 


IT 0500 373 373 

PHONE FREE TO APPLY - Any day 8 am to 10 pm 

We will need your address (inc. postcode) and some other simple details to enable u* to 
send you an application form to sign and return. ' ’’ 

QUOTE REFERENCE G910- 


j)i 

no fees • no callers • no interviews • no obligation | 


f THE GRADUATED DISCOUNT REFLECTS THE PROPER CONDUCT OF A LOAN BY TIMELY DIRECT DEBIT REPAYMENTS. IF ANY PAYMENT IS MISSED THE INTEREST RATE RETURNS TO THE STANDARD RATE. A NOMINAt ml . • E 

OF THE LOAN, LOANS SECURED ON PROPERTY AVAILABLE TO UK MAINLAND HOMEOWNERS, 1 0 YEARS AND OVER. SUBJECT TO STATUS. WE WILL CONSIDER APPLICATIONS WITH CCj's (COUNTY COURT J u ncu "F* THC.RCMAlNIN^PEJWOJ-- 
COMPETITIVE TERMS. YOUR CHEQUE CAN BE USED FOR ALMOST ANY PURPOSE. EXAMPLE: BORROW Cl 0.000 OVER I BO MONTHS - PAYMENTS OF Cl 2002 PER MONTH, APR 12.8W (VARIABLE), TOTAL tannimrH,^ 1 FIWT MOIWGAGE ARREARS ON OUR OTHER; 

Cl 9.329 A SAV ING OF El ,8TS OVER THE FULL TERM. INFORMATION YOU GIVE MAY BE DISCLOSED TO A LICENSED CREDIT REFERENCE AGENCY WHICH WILL RETAIN A RECORD OP THE SEARCH DISCOUNT M»UCtt.TH*TOTAL'MnV*MifcE TO 

•■ — ■■■ — ' ■ " — vr inc. aamoi. WRITTEN PERSONAL QUOTATIONS PROVIDED ON REQUEST ‘V " 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECUReF oniT. 
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‘criminals’ for bus bomb 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 


China j^enlayWamed “aimhal eJ- 
ements” for the home-made bomb 
wtot* exploded on a bus in a cen- 
tral stopp^ district last Friday. The 
national Chinese media, whicfr often 
operates a news blackout after such 
incidents, did not report the explo- 
sion, but Peking television and radio . 
news and the capital's newspapers 
carried brief details, calling on citi- 
zens to be vigilant and offering a 
large reward for information help- 
ful to the police. _ 

Official reports said the bomb was 

planted between the third and fourth 


row of seats in the bos but that no- 
one was killed. However, sources 
contataed by Re triers said two peo- 
ple died, and 30 were injured. 

The semi-official China News 
Service; quoted the Peking Mayen:, Jia 
as saying another smaller 
bourn went off earfier last week else-.. 




od-one was hurt in that mckfetit Ru- 
mours bad already circulated in 
Peking of a bos bomb last Thursday. 
• Exiled Uighur se paratists riwimt» H 
responsibility for Friday's bomb, 
and vowed to stage more attacks un- 
til they hadgained “complete, free- 
dom" for China’s western region of 
Xinjiang. The blast in Peking came 


just 20 days after three bus bombs 
in Urumqi, the provincial capita] of 
Xinjiang. The Urumqi bombs, which 
killed nine people and injured 74, 
went off on the day of the memori- 
al ceremony for Deng Xiaoping, and 
Friday’s bomb on a Number 22 bus 
in the Xkian shopping street coin- 
cided with this years meeting of Chi- 
na's parliament, the National Peo- 
ple’s Congress (NPC). 

Known terrorist attacks are rare 
in China, and while the country is 
governed by an often brutal au- 
thoritarian regime it is one which has 
little experience in the sort of secu- 
rity measures needed to guard 
against in discriminate bombings. 


With the profitable tourist season 
just under way in China, the au- 
thorities are anxious to halt any more 
incidents, particularly outside Xin- 
jiang. Bv yesterday, security in Peking 
was visibly tighter especially in de- 
partment stores and at the railway 
station, with large numbers of secu- 
rity guards and policemen deployed. 
Taxi drivers said that their work units 
bad told them to be waxy of Uighur 
and Tibetan passengers, and not to 
touch any paresis left in their cars. 

The danger is that a heavy-band- 
ed response by the Chinese will 
alienate public opinion evermore in 

vs ““ — port for 

now has 


Xinjiang, encouraging suppoi 
separatist activity which until nc 


.seemed to be the work of uncoordi- 
nated Uighur groups, possibly backed 
by Uighur separatists based in neigh- 
bouring Kazakhstan. 

Last April, for instance, a wave of 
arrests reportedly netted 1.700 
Uighurs in Xinjiang, further infuri- 
ating an ethnic group which accuses 
Peking of flooding Hun Chinese 
into its province, and exploiting Xin- 
jiang’s oil resources for the rest of 
China's benefit- 

Xinjiang is home to China's big- 
gest concentration of Muslims - 
mostly Uighurs. but also Kazaks. 
Kirzhis and Hui - and for decades 
Peking bos been unable to quell out- 
bursts of violent separatist activity. 


Until now. however, these attacks 
have only taken place inside Xinjiang. 
In May 1995. five Muslims were ex- 
ecuted for their part in 1992 bomb- 
ings. two of which look place on 
Xinjiang buses. In May Iasi year, nine 
alleged separatists were killed in a 
shoot-out in Kuqa city and, sepa- 
rately. a pro-Peking Muslim leader 
was assassinated. 

In the West, the anti-Chinese 
movement in Xinjiang is much less 
well-known than the Tibetan people's 
struggle against Han Chinese dom- 
ination, because the Uighurs have 
no exiled leader figure like Tibet's 
Dalai Lama. 

So far. the Chinese government’s 


response to the recent upsurge in ter- 
rorism shows no appreciation of the 
fact that bombing public buses may 
have little widespread public support 
even among those resisting Han 
domination. Both Xinjiang and Ti- 
bet are now likely to face a “crack- 
down" in which innocent people 
will also be rounded up. increasing 
ethnic tensions stilt further. 

Last week, Chinese officials at the 
NPC announced plans for harsher 
penalties for any terrorist crime. 
The proposed changes to the crim- 
inal law would add up to 10 years in 
prison to any sentence for bombing 
or kidnapping which wus deemed a 
terrorist act. 
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Oswiecim — - What do. you do 
if you growup wkb a view of the 
Auschwitz watchtowere from 
your bedroom window? As a 
child, Andrzej OzarnTk’s re- 
sponse was to shudder- then to •• 
call his mates' to see if they want- 
ed to come and play football in 
the nearby fields leading up to 
the death camp gates. * 

"Wfe are all acutely aware that 
there was a terrible crime com- 
mitted here, but we can't spend 
our whole- lives dwelling , on 
that,"** said Mr Ozarnik, now in 
his forties; “In the end, we just 
want to be normal people “ 
Andyet, nothing mucb in this 
small chemical-producing Pal- 
ish town of just 50,000 inhabi-. 
lasts has ever really been 


Adrian Bridge reports on a £25m 
deal to. respect the camp’s legacy 


dmdmgus ah,” said David 
Harris, the executive director of 
the American -Jewish. Commit- 
- teeafter. the signing ceremony 
in Warsaw tot week. 

* Jerzy Wroblewski, tbedireo- 
tor of the Auschwitz museum, 
echoes, his sentiments. “This 
agreement can only ease fric- 
tions and enable the town and.: 
museum to cebetisf;” he said. \ . 

“A lot of people have been 


■fi 


V'.* 


- TStti 


i 
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nx)$t notorio os killing ate of the 
Holocaust 

The desirp of Iteafetoget an 

mal fives in the die 

world still knows as Auschwitz 
has been aeonstant source erf ir- 
ritatioD to international Jewish 
groups* who accuse them of 
lowing disrespect to the merh- 
oiy of. the some L5 

“ '-Jews - who ! 


6 For locals, the 
presence of 
the camps is 
Kke living with 
a permanent 
illness?* 


toss-: 



Iti recent yeans, there have 
beaj several controvfeisrcsqter . 
the; Auschwitz legacy. There 
wasfinywhch a groupof Car- 
mefitq nuns sought to establish " 
a convent within the artualshe 
of .Aitobwitz; And tensions 
erupted again last year when a . 
Total developer announced 
plans to bufld a shopping com- . 
plqr just across the road from • 
dtcwSamousAibea Machs Frd 
slogan at the gateway to the 
capfp. Worldwide protests . 
prompted the Polish governs 
merit to step in and block the 
prdppsetJdevelopraeriL •;* 

- Andin a bid to ensure .that- 
nothing- like it ever happens 
■again, the government ana in- 
ternaaonaT Jewish groups have 
now finally agreed a $40m 
(£25m) scheme aimed at ha- . 

proving conservation work at the 

camp while simultaneously 
helping the adjacent town of Qs- 
wierira to develop. 


consulted about . ft The tot . 
thing wo Foles waant is to be ac- 
cused of- dpi^ afi wrrohg 
agamJ 9 -’ v 

.. The agreed plan envisages ex- 
tensive jn»tervatkmwoik at the 
tirin sates of Auschwitz and 
neigfrbauriugJtfi^^ 
the gas dmabecs were located) 
and the cousir uctioii of a com- 
mon entrance to the two which 
-wfilbe reachabtevia a newring 
rpad'-aimeriat diverting traffic 
awmrfrqm the centre of town. 

The plan,. also. foresees a 
Stricter impfemeniation of a 


Unesco-decxeed protection 
; . zone under which no commer- 
< ejal development wfil be possi- 
■ bk within 500 metres of the two 
: main sites. There is talk of con- 
structing a new conference and 
discussion centre in the town of 
Oswiedm. 

After decades of criticism 
; about the alleged attempts to 
. - Christianise and commercialise 
the legacy of Auschwitz, the 
government is keen for this 
.new initiative to be seen as 
marking a fresh start and as part 
dfan ongoing drive to improve 
-relations with Jewish groups 
worldwide. 

Butin Oswiecim itself, where 
locals resent suggestions that 
they were complidt in the hor- 
rors committed an their door- 
step, the scheme has met a 
sceptical response. 

1 Andrzej TeDca, the town's 
• mayor, reflects ruefully bn the 
fact that be and his colleagues 
' had drawn up a more extensive 
programme (at mote than dou- 
ble the cost) under which his 
iun-dowh town would have re- 
ceived a much-needed facelift- 

Mr Telka’s scepticism is 
shared in town. “Ofcouise we 
welcome any improvements 
here, but this is not really going 
to make things much better for 
us," said local businesswoman 
Miroslawa NykieL “In the end, 
though, no amount of money 
can ever sefive our problem. For 
afl of us in Oswiedm, the 
ence of the camps is like 
with a permanent Alness: 


‘We are trying to lay;*? 
groundwork for ti 


„ "CS *33c 

* . 

v.' ,.y. 


the physical, 
geographical and spiritual in- 
tegrity of this unique site in a 
way that will preserve it for gen- 
erations' and avoid the penod- 
ic controversies which end up 



Gateway to Hofl: The entrance to Auschwitz. Last year, a 

developer submitted plans for a shopping centre nearby 




Kohl's wise man calls 



Imre Karacs 

Bonn 


The German government’s 
continued insistence that Eu- 
ropean monetary union will 
begin on schedule was rudely 
shattered at the weekend by its 
own top economic adviser, who 
broke the consensus by calling 
for the postponement of the 



Jerbert Hax, head of the 

vwse men" who provide the 
government vrith independent 
advice, said Germany was on 
course for busting the two most 
important Maastricht criteria, 
and should therefore consider 
delaying the introduction of 
the single currency beyohd-.its 
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launch date - of January 1999. 
"The truth is quite simple: sta- 
bility/ comes . before the 
tiinethI^ v MrHax toU dte^al 
am Somitag newspaper. The 
government, he explained, 
would probably exceed .die 3 per 
cent limit set for the bnlfeet 
deficit, and the 60 per cent 
ceding for total public debt. 

Although the Finance Min- 
ister, Theo \^igel, insists that 
his goal of a 2.9 per cem bud- 
get deficit this year is still 
pffainah le, no mainstream re- 
search Institute shares his con- 
fidence. The top banks and 
economic think-tanks estimate 
tbat the deficit wifi standat be- 
tween 33 and 33 per cent. 

• ‘‘The-gpveiu m ent forecast is 
2.9 per cent, but there ate oth- 
ers who predia more tban3 per 
cent," Mr EEax mid the news- 
paper. “K you take the stabili- 
ty criteria seriously, Germany 
will probably ndt be able to In- 
troduce the euro as planned in 
1999." 

■ Bonn's ecpuomic woes, ag- 
gravated by soaring . jobless- 
ness, present the EU with a 
stark choice. “Eftjheryou towffl 
the criteria, andyouhavetosay 
so now, or Germany will have 
to get ready fortbe eurolater” 
lufr Hax said “Unfortcnarefy, 
die politicians have turned the 


possibility of a delay into a 
taboo.* 

The latter was again in evi- 
dence this weekend, with Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl pledging in 
a speech to “stick to both the 
agreed start date and the con- 
vergence criteria". That posi- 
tion, Mr Hax believes, is unwise. 

“Germany and a group of 
other countries will probably not 
fulfil the convergence criteria 
before 1998," he said. “Only af- 
ter that can the euro be intro- 
duced in all these countries.” 

That would mean, the news- 
paper retorted, that the euro 
would be launched in 2000. 
“That^ would be better than if four 

or five countries were to march 

ahead,? Mr Hax declared. 

His verdict is likely to invig- 
orate the debate abom Emu, 
which until now has barely 
touched German society. 


fining up behind Mr Kohl, and 
the opposition fearful of ap- 
pearing irresponsible, calls for 
posqxmement have been mo- 
nopolised by a regional Social 
Democrat leader, Gerhard 
SchrOder. But last week the 
country’s biggest trade union 
federation hinted that it might 
turn against the euro, and now 
cracks are beginning to appear 
everywhere. 



Male bonding: Russian men during an alfresco drinking session. International Women's Day has not changed men’s habits Photograph: Rex Features 


Women have their day, men drink to it 


What, I wondered, was more 
upsetting to the old lady? The 
fact that her husband, the vic- 
tim of at least one heart attack, 
was legless, in defiance of a doc- 
tor’s ten against vodka? 

Or the fact that he bad 
achieved this condition, before 
the sun had cleared the treetops. 
On her special day, herpnodruk 
- or holiday? 

As we stood chatting outside 
her home, little in her manner 
offered any clue; this was a sit- 
uation with which she, and mil- 
lions of other Russian women, 
are so familiar that they have lost 
the capacity for outrage. 

“Vladimir’s not around today. 
He’s just sitting inside, drinking,’’ 
she explained, with a shrug. All 
the same, you could see she was 
unhappy. The day was proving 
no fim at alL 

International Women's Day, 
celebrated on Saturday, is sup- 
posed to honour women. In 
Russia, however, it frequently 
achieves the opposite, pro- 
pelling the country into spring 
with a hot gust of alcohol- 
scented chauvinism. 

Behaviour that would earn a 
man a smarting cheek in Lou- 
don, or a lawsuit in New York, 
is considered no more offensive 



than a handshake. The sexes are 
locked in an arcane waltz be- 
tween Lhe clumsy and the coy, 
the predatory and the prim, die 
medallion and the micro-skirt. 

The arrival of advertising 
and the mass media, which 
have shown little restraint in 
bombarding Russia's new con- 
sumer with sexual imagery, 
have only made matters worse. 

Women's day reinforces this, 
providing an unwelcome re- 
minder that chivalry is - aJas, for 
women - not dead. Many men 
simply get drunk. But those who 
do not are expected to become 
one-day Don Quixotes, lavish- 
ing patronage on women whose 
labours they often ignore for the 
rest of the year. 

“We do all the cooking fand 
all the housework," said my 
friend, Oleg, when I called him 
to find out more. “Flowers are 
compulsory, for all the women 
in the household." (That ex- 
plains why there are lines of men 
gathered at the stalls of Moscow 
on Saturday morning, paying up 
to $6 (£3.50} for a bloom). 

But then he came clean. 


Weren't there a lot of men in 
Russia (and, elsewhere, for that 
maucr) whom it was hard to 
imagine cooking and cleaning, 
1 asked? “You know, we Russ- 
ian gentlemen are great ac- 
tors." he replied, "We make a 
big performance of it. The truth 
is that most of the preparations 
have been done by the women 
in the days beforehand.” 

I was glad I'd asked. For this 
explained what I saw on Satur- 
day, driving out of Moscow for 
a day in the country. It was well 
above freezing, so warm that the 
whole landscape seemed to be 


dripping. Yet. roosting 
on a lake was an army of men", 
hunched over small holes in the 
ice in the hope of catching fish. 

Such behaviour jars with an- 
other Russian holiday, which this 
year coincided with women's 
day. Last w'eek was Mosknitsa 
week, a 1,500-year-old feast 
held between two fasts - one 
that follows Orthodox Christmas 
and the onset of Lent. 

Although the festival was 
banned by the Communists, it 
never entirely died and is now 
returning to popularity. It is a 
time of gluttony, in which Rus- 
sians consume so many btuii 
(pancakes) and so much vodka 
there have sometimes been fa- 
talities. But it also has strong pa- 


gan roots in fertility rites mark- 
ing the end of winter. In limes 
past, it was Russia’s version of 
the Mardi Gras, a riot of games, 
trials of strength, drinking bouts 
and erotic dances. A large straw 
doll would be burnt and its ash- 
es spread around the fields to 
make the crops grow. Male el- 
ders would strip naked, and per- 
form lurid dances before their 
fellow villagers. 

Many of the traditions have 
died out. Mores ihc shame. 
Given the male boozing and 
fishing on Women's Day. and 
Russia's fast-falling population, 
the country needs all the help 
that it can get. 


Phi( Reeves 


Renewing your home insurance 
in March or April ? 


If you are 50 
or over, you 
could save 
with Saga - 
caB us NOW 



SAGA Home Insurance 
can offer you genuine 
savings over other 
policies, while giving 
you cover that fully 
protects your home 
and possessions. 


Insurance cover is 
comprehensive and 
low cost " 


’ Discounts for home 
security 

Free pen with your 
quotation 


The Saga Price Promise 
If you find another 
comparable policy at 
a lower price within 
2 months of taking out 
SAGA Horae Insurance, 
we will refund you the 
difference. 
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Services Ltd 
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Call us today 


For your free no obligation 
quote simply call us 
on the number below. We will 
be pleased to answer any 
questions you have on SAGA 
Home Insurance. 


0800 
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Royal Ballet: 
Dance Bites 

High Wycombe 


pip} he Royal Ballet cannot afford to tour large- 

± scale productions to the provinces so, in 
order to make it up to them, it undertakes 
small-scale tours in the form of Dance Bites, which 
seeks to provide a platfonnfor young choreo- 
graphers. The tour also provides an opportunity 
Tor the Royal Ballets enterprising Education 
department s work with young people from the 
towns visited, and the result of these workshops is 
presented at the matinee performances. 

It is hugely helpful for young choreographers to 
stage their work away from the gilded glare of 
Covent Garden hut. on the evidence of the past 
couple of years, these worthy aims do not seem to 
combine terribly well with the company’s para- 
mount duty: to entertain. Key company names arc 
missing from the Dance Bites squad. No Guillem 
(as if), no Mukhamednv and. on Friday night in 
High Wycombe, even Darcey Bussell and Tetsuya 
Kumukawa were on the subs bench. The only big 
names on show were Jonathan Cope and Adam 
Cooper and. if the old elapometer was any guide. 
High Wycombe was unconscious of their fame. 

The work they were given to perform was 
unlikely to establish them in anyone's memory. The 
current Dance Bites programme comprises five new 
works plus a revival of Christopher Wheeldon's 
Pavane pour tine Infante Definite and Ebony Con- 
certo by the seasoned choreographer Ashley Page. 
C'athy Mansions Figure in Progress was inspired by 
the work of Giacometti and danced to Shostakovich 
preludes and fugues punctuated by Fabiennc 
Audeoud's samplings from the same pieces. 
Matthew Han's Cry Baby Kreisler began with 
Jonathan Cope emoting histrionically at the key- 
board of a grand piano. Moments later. Sarah 
Wilder climbs out of the instrument in a spectac- 
ularly unflattering knitted black catsuit and the cou- 
ple perform a comedy duet of gauche lifts and 
unlikely poses before tucldng themselves up into 
flic piano using the lid as a bedspread. Ashley rage’s 
Room of Cooks returns to the fertile territory 
explored in last year's Sleeping lliiit .Audrey. Both 
works take Stephen Chambers paintings as their 
siarting point and both use jazzy minimalist scores 
by Orlando Gough. Room of Cooks features a table, 
two men. a woman and a meal cleaver. Scenes of 
love and violence ate punctuated by flashes of dark- 
ness. and (he action forms a continuous, intrigu- 
ing loop of motive, method and opportunity. One 
wonders which paintings Page will animate for us 
next: Dejeuner sur 1‘hetbe perhaps? Or When Did 
You Last See Your Father? The evening's least suc- 
cessliil pieces were Tom Sapsford's clubland drama 
All lighter and William Tuckett’s impenetrable 
quartet The Magpie's Tower, h seems rather a pity 
that Adam Cooper’s farewell performances with the 
Roy al Ballet should be made in an ill-fitting wrhite 
tennis dress and red bonnet. 

If the Royal Ballet persists in such a low-key 
touring programme there is a very real danger that 
the nation’s taxpayers will wonder what all the fuss 
is about. Without any sexy new work it would make 
sense to tart up the programme with a few crowd 
pleasing pas de deux from the current London sea- 
son - piano accompaniment wouldn't be the end 
of the world. The bland fodder on offer this year 
needs a lot more sugar on it to make it palatable. 
Theatre Royal Bath. Mon and Tues 1 01225 448844) 

Louise Levene 






Director Bob Rafelson saw Nichdsorfs potential as an actor back in the Sixties, and 
the resulting collaboration has endured for 30 years. It continues with the release of 

‘Blood and Wine’. Where next? By Nick Hasted 


B ob Rafelson bears down on 
you in the middle of a sen- 
tence. Almost bulbous eyes 
peer at you closely, his body 
□ears yours like a challenge. 
Then he’s off, stacking to the hotel bal- 
cony, seeking relief in the cold morning 
air. He veers between barely suppressed 
boredom and sudden interrogation of 
his questioner, ranging round his room 
as if caged, anything to keep things off- 
balance, to shake up the tedium, to 
release the emotion that the need to 
politely promote his new film Blood and 
Wine is suppressing. Now 63, he’s a 
director of legendary spikiness and tal- 
ent. Meet him, and it’s easy to credit the 
tales of his stormy confrontations with 
industry powers: overturning Universal 
mogul Lew Wasse email's desk, turning 
on a studio spy on the set of the Robert 
Redfbrd vehicle Brubaker in 1980 in a 
white-hot fury (a confrontation that 
allowed the studio to sack him, and hurt 
his career). 

It’s easy', too. to imagine him bulling 
round sets, bringing his early classics to 
life: Head ( 1968 ), Five Easy Pieces (1971 ), 
The King of Marvin Gardens (1973) and 
Stay Hungry (1976). unpredictable films 
about quests for meaning in odd corners 
of the States. When not directing, he was 
producing, using the profits from The 
Monkees, which he created, to back 
Easy Rider and give a home to the tal- 
ents its unexpected success let run riot 
in a reeling Hollywood - Dennis Hop- 
per, Jack Nicholson, Peter Bogdanovich, 
the whole counter-culture crew. 

Nicholson, alone, is still with him. 
They met in the Sixties. It was Nichol- 
son who wrote Head. Rafe Ison's decon- 
struction of The Monkees. It was Rafel- 
son who convinced Nicholson that his 
acting had a future. In the heat of that 
first, drug-fuelled collaboration, they 
talked about making more films 
together, a joint. lifetime biography. 
Five Easy Pieces , The King of Marvin Gar- 
dens, The Postman Atwavs Rings Twice 
(1981) and Man Trouble (1992) fol- 
lowed. a partnership continued in this 
week’s Blood and Wine. It’s a collabora- 
tion almost equal to Scorsese’s with De 
Niro. Rafelson is reluctant to focus on 
it; he'd like to slide away from its impor- 
tance. But he can’L For 30 years. Rafel- 
son and Nicholson have been bonded 
like brothers. 

I ts a bond that was sealed early on. 
Ftve Easy Pieces cast Nicholson as a 
middle-class drifter. The King of 
Marvin Gardens , which followed, made 
him a late-night DJ. Both films were 
close to Rafelson’s own life. In the 
Fifties he had drifted round the world, 
and talked into the night as a DJ in 
Japan. But looked at now. Five Easy 
Pieces, at least, is also striking for its anti- 
hero’s closeness to what would become 
Nicholson’s own classic persona. He’s 
too bright for the people around him. 
sexual, bis grin a distraction from the 
anger in his eyes. If this was a shared 
biography, who was who when the two 
began? Whs Rafelson at the root of the 
Nicholson we’ve come to know? 

“Don’t confuse entirely the part and 
the actor playing the part.” Rafelson cuts 
in. “You see Jack Nicholson in a roJe and 
30 years later you see him in a role, and 
by now this routine of his has become 
so familiar that you wonder whether he 
can act or not Because you’ve seen it all. 
So Jack is charming and Jack does have 
those eyebrows, and there was that kind 
of sexuality in the piece, and yeah, 
that’s true of Jack. But it’s probably true 
of (he director of the film, and somewhat 
true of the producer of the film. Of all 
the movies he's made in his life. The King 
of Marvin Gardens is the one that's fur- 
thest away from his character. He’s an 
unsmiling, charmless, uptight nerd.” 

But Rafelson has (alked about Nichol- 
son as his alter ego. Is it more complex 



Rafelson and Nicholson on the set of their latest film, ‘Blood and Wine’ (top); the culmination of a 30-year working relationship that has included 
‘Five Easy Pieces’ (1971): ‘The King of Marvin Gardens' (1973); The Postman Always Rings Twice’ (1981) (above, from left) Photos courtesy Kobal 


than that? Docs he reject the term? 
“Nicholson plays in a lot of movies 
where I’m dying to figure out certain 
things,” Rafelson sighs, impatient. “But 
they re pretty universal things. I don’t 
take pride in the fact that it’s my life 
story that Jack is playing. I don’t think 
of it that way. Not at all. It's never dis- 
cussed between us when we work. We 
might talk about his life, for a fraction, 
for a moment, which he would consider 
very, very unfair. Jack has enough to do 
relating to his daughter, and to life and 
fiction and every! bung else. He doesn't 
need me to base a performance on.” 

After Marvin Gardens, the relationship 
with Nicholson loosened. The actor's 
career bad gone into orbit by the end of 
the Seventies, moving him away from his 
low-budget roots. Rafelson continued on 


his own, drifting again, taking years to 
research projects in far comers of the 
world. His life bad become something 
that his films couldn’t realty contain, and 
which Hollywood didn't want. The next 
decade held few highlights. Mountains of 
the Moon (1988), about a Victorian 
explorer, fused his own travelling with a 
veiled assault on his Hollywood enemies, 
but few saw iL Even a film with Nichol- 
son, Man Trouble, was a botched job, dis- 
owned. His career seemed to be grind- 
ing to a halL He did have one idea he’d 
been picking aL He bad talked about it 
with Nicholson. But he knew the film 
would be dark, low-budget, too low to 
pay his friend. Until Nicholson saw the 
script, and insisted. The collaboration 
would continue after alL 

Blood and Wine is the result, a return 


to form for them both. Nicholson plays 
a worn-down man who is tempted into 
crime. Attempting to retrieve a stolen 
necklace; he abandons his wife, lus step 
son, his mortis. He stalks through the 
film like a storm-cloud, needing to blow 
something apart. “It is about someone 
who descends into evil,” Rafelson con- 
cedes. Nicholson reaches his nadir 
searching a crashed car in which lus wife 
and step son have been trapped, fin- 
gering his wife’s bloody panties as he 
bunts for the necklace, ripped between 
disgust and desire. “Best scene in the 
movie,” Rafelson says, delighted. It 
goes farther than most audiences would 
expect these days. “Fuck ’em. What do 
you want from me? If Tm not going 
to take you as far as you can go 1 don’t 
want to take the bus that way. I wish 1 


could go further. I wish I had the talent 
to go farther. ” 

It’s praiseworthy that Nicholson, at 
this stage in his career, should still want 
to go with him. Do they intend to con- 
tinue their collaboration? Will it realty 
be the lifetime project they dreamed of? 
“He’s a good pain in the ass, and this is 
the last one,” Rafelson deadpans. “Fuck 
him. I’ll go out and find somebody else 
to direct. He’s not gonna do no grandpa 
story with me. I’ll tell ya that.” 

Flood and Wine does feel like the end 
of something, for all Rafe Ison's tough 
talk. Its final shot is of the edge of Amer- 
ica- It feels like a terminal film. 

“I think it probably is,” Rafelson 
says, not bothered. He considers for a 
moment. “Terminal. 1 like the sound of 
that.” 
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atie Mitchell's beautiful produc- 
tion of The Mysteries ends with the 
. last occasion on which the apostles 
meet and share a meal with the risen 
Christ. Before leaving. Paul Hilton's 
superlative Jesus kisses each of them full on 
the mouth and, as he walks away, says: “Fol- 
low me". Both poignantly and stirringly, 
Mitchell ’s staging shows how the meaning 
o! that injunction has now shifted and deep- 
ened. Instead of trooping off after Christ, 
as they have done before, the silent apos- 
tles gradually gel up and, each shouldering 
responsibility for spreading the word, strike 
out in different directions. 

It's significant that this version of 7 he Mys- 
teries should climax on earth with a pensive 
and inaugurative moment Tor mankind rather 
than down in hell with the fulfilment of God's 
forethought on Judgement Day. Made up 
from bits of all the medieval cycles and from 
scripture. Edward Kemp’s two-play script - 
77/1- Cruition and The Passim - arranges and 
inflects the various stories so as to replace the 
heaven : hell scenario of the original with the 
theme of a return to paradise through 
human beings (along responsibility for them- 
selves. You’ll wait m vain, here, tor the fall 
of Lucifer or for a smug chairman’s report 
from God at the close of business. 

Kemp is a man prepared to characterize 
even the Gospels as “fraught with ideolog- 
ically unsavoury haggage” and some of his 


THEATRE 


The Mysteries 

RSC, Stratford; 
Unicorn, London 

introductory remarks make you Tear that 
political correctness will lie like a pall over 
the proceedings. In fact, staged with a 
lovely, elemental spareness and charged 
simplicity, and performed by a manifestly 
dedicated company, the two productions 
move, engross and delight throughout. 

Happily, the devisors haven’t dropped the 
idea of a deity. But from the moment when, 
in pitch darkness, we hear a groan turn into 
a chuckle and then into the whimperingly 
repeated, nursery rhyme-like chant of “let 
there be light”. you get the sense that David 
Ry all's God - a rum old party, like some 
benignly bemused or-member of the Craw 
Gang - is making things up as he goes along. 
After the fall, he offers mankind the hope of 
re-entering paradise in promising them the 
Oil of Mercy. Thanks to the inclusion here 
of the not-so-well-known story of Seth (the 
son of Adam who travels to the gates of Eden 
to quiz the Angel of Justice), a recurring and 
growing symbol of that hope, bung with ever 


more petitions, is the tree that sprouts and 
is replanted from the seeds Seth is instructed 
to place in the mouth of his dead father. 

A more familiar take on The Mysteries can 
be seen now in Richard Williams’ likeable 
production for children at the Unicom. Dri- 
ven forward by feichingty sung and har- 
monised spirituals and gospel numbers, the 
show’ appealed very much to my nine-year- 
old assistant but was an odd experience for 
me, coming to it the day after seeing the 
Mitchell. Take the treatment of Judas. If 
somebody had to betray Jesus, wasn't Judas 
in a way doing him a favour, mv daughter 
wondered, after seeing him presented as the 
conventional malcontent in the Williams. 
She should have come to the Mitchell for 
there, so loth are they to demonise anyone, 
Jesus treats Declan Conlon's pained, digni- 
fied Judas as almost a loving co-conspirator, 
returning with fervour the kiss of betrayal. 

Given to standing on his head when 
alone, Paul Hilton's Christ is a wonderful mix 
of a boyishness not yet outgrown and a pre- 
cocious, piercingly paternal solicitude for his 
followers. His is the first Jesus I've ever heard 
making “vum, yum” noises before symbolic 
meals and the first whose love for mankind 
has seemed so winningty unmetaphvsicaL 
RSC. Vic OUier Place (01789 2956231; the 
Unicom to 13 April (0171-836 3334 } 

Paul Taylor 


S aturdays Rostropovich 
Seventieth Birthday cel- 
ebration was rich in 
musical allusions - Leonard 
Bernstein to Prokofiev’, 
Prokofiev to his great classical 
forebears and Shostakovich to 
his own notated signature. The 
concert opened with Bern- 
stein's uproarious Rostro- 
povich tribute, the Overture 
for Orchestra: Slava!, Slava - or 
“glory” - being Rostropovich's 
nickname. Slava ! borrows from 
a little-known Bernstein musi- 
cal and runs the gamut of 
Lenny-style gestures, from 
Caru&le and “Officer Krupke" 
to Fancy Free. However, the 
real surprise arrives during a 
“development” section where 
ranting taped voices lobby for 
alien tion over an upbeat ri 
mic accompaniment, alfttc 
unmistakably to a parallel pas- 
sage in Prokofiev's rowdy Octo- 
ber Revolution Cantata. The 
score climaxes to hearty shouts 
of “Slava!” that sounded like 
an orderly stage riot. The 
LSO’s performance bristled 
with life, whereas Prokofiev's 
Classical Symphony, although 


CLASSICAL MUSIC 


LSO / Rostropovich 

Barbican, London 


nicety pointed, was more 
weighty than witty. Here the 
“classical” axis was presented 
“d la Karajan" rather than u d 
la Harnoncourt”, with broadly 
drawn cellos answering perky 
violins and bassoons in the 
first movement, a dreamy 
Larghetto, a lovingly over- 
stated Gavotte and a spruce 
finale. Rostropovich attended 
to every detail of the score, 
punching out accents, raising a 
crescendo with his left ham. 
then lowering his ann gradu- 
ally for a scrupulously tailored 
diminuendo. This was no mere 
pastiche, but a real Fust Sym- 
phony, albeit one that’s tinged 
with irony. 

However, the highlight of 
the evening was yet to come- 
and I doubt that anyone pre- 
sent bad ever beard a'finer con- ' 
cert performance of Shosta- 


kovich's Tenth Svmphony, at 
least not in the past 20 years. 
The opening bars said it all, 
with cellos and basses s talking 
the night, joined almost imper- 
ce ptibty by first vio lins and vio- 
las. It was very much an “edge 
of the seat" job, tensed in body 
and breath, stealthy, ominous 
and beautifully shaped And 
when those tong.- searing di- 
maxes arrived three-quarters 
through the first movement, 
few conductors could have 
summoned a more forceful 
welter of sound. The “Stalin’* 
Scherzo prompted rocketing 
dynamics and a volley of per- 
cussion loud enough to rouse 
the dead. The effect was truly 
temtying. while the Allegretto's 
waltz-time variation on Shosta- 
kovich's notated signature 
(based on an abbreviation of 
the Germanised “DSCHoaa- 


out c aaoLc, 

But perhaps the most mem- 
orable moment of all. came 
near the beginning of the fealc, 
where woodwinds attempt 
to break the mood, only to 
be rebuffed by gtovttering re- 
sponses. Shostakovich eventu- 
ally lets the woodwinds win, 

though the denouement comes 

later on when “Stafin" returns 
and the composer tops him 
with an explosive statement of 
the “DSCH” motive. Ros- 
tropovich rose to the moment 
as if defending a loved one in 
battle; it was sweet vengeance, 
a tribute within a tribute, and 



« wium. ijuuwwiLuj, a uimj 

to imagine what it most have 
-been bke to play tlnsToaded 
score under an oppressive 
regime - -knowing that, 
although one tyrant was gone, 
the job wasstill only half done. 
Suaiis the suggestive power of 
great m usic, an d tfae persuasive 
Force of a great performance. 

Robert Cowan 


Tomorrow in the Tabloid; Tom Lubbock on Goya. Plus Network-!-, thecomputer an^ tt section 
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E rin-PSzzeylrieshej 
best, not to b« 
downhearted: Sc 
she says ' thing: 
like: ^Ixan hold ii 
together, as long as I don’i 
think too much." 

And ^England’s not too.bad, 

There's -crocases: And Thsco. 

And BogUsh Sellotape, which 
seeing stick better thin any 
btfierin the world" . • 

: -Yes; he*? GP doesthirik she 
squfte badly depressed, and in 
ncedbf psychiatric hfiSp, And to 
this end te*s arranged for bei 
to attend some kind of clinic 
later: this week- But' she can 
even fin d somethingjohy-ish to 
say about this. “My GP sakt, 
rVou know, Erin, there really 
will be basket-wearving there,’ 
so’ X. said, ^Goipd, X want -to 
WMve baskEt%Id Jove to weave 
basket Tm' hnmng to weave 
baskets.?*’. ,v. . 

; Erin laughs on e of h er coios- 
sal, bosom-shuddering laughs. 

And I know what she wants me 
to jsay. She wants me to say: 

“That’s the spirit,” And: “That’s 
right, old girt; keepyour pecker 
up." But I can’t Erin Pizzey 
isn't supposed to end up sad 
and mad-haired and weaving 
baskets in some kind of psyche 
iatric day centre. Unless, of 
coarse, she’sa&ugprbeen rather 
sad and mad. In which caseUfs 
all beenbopelessly inevitable. 

Once, Erin Pizzey was some- 
thing of a heroic figure: 

Fournier of the first-ewpi refuge 
for battered - women, she sin- 
giehandedly cSd asmuch for the 
cause of women as anyotber 
woman alive.: A great battler 
with a great. Beryl Cook body, 
she moved mountains beseem- 
ing more moontamcras becsefi 
She was awarded umpteen 
prizes. She wear on every chat "V : 

show going. She was listed in London. No, the irony of Erin 


Tm one of tJie feckless poor*: Erin Pizzey blames herself for her present state of homelessness and near-destitution 


Who s Who. She cameacross as 
a thoroughly engaging, eo-for- 
it personality!.' She made tier. 
own kaftans by buying an eo6r- 
mom^eceofmatenal, laying 

the h^ad the • 

sides.... V'.. •; 

And then, when sfiMsent off 
to write novels, the snapshots 


snot lost 

on her. “How’conld'it be?" she 
cries irritably. ' . • 

•y However, she won’t meet 
iheat tiie hasteL Instead, I have 
to meet her ar.the nearby hjonse 
of anold friend: But sbeiasiss • 
that the bostd is very pleasant. 
She has hex own: room, with a 
wardrobe, chest of drawers and. 
that came back saidshewas fiacre, for £8 a week. Plus, best 
doing very nicely, thank yon. /• of afl, “it is such a relief to be 
She was theA“bcst-seffing wann. l^styear,inZtaiy,doycm 
aothorf of 10 surprising^ erotic. know what my Christmas pre- 
(in view of die kaftans) Shirley ;; ■_ 

Conran-type novels. She had a 
new, young handsome husy • 
band who didn’t mind hex being 
17 stone with a 1 " questionable 
perittBw when rim returned to 
London last week,^he did so as 
someone who was -penniless, 
homeless and an the dote. : “Oh 
yes, Tm one of the feckless poor .. '• 
now,” she.says,in what, pecu- 
liarly, seems to be almost a 
boast Is Erin Pizzey enjoying 
all the attention that state- 
ments such as these inevitably - 

attract? She says not, but then f: . ) ; 11 • 

Genevieve at Channel 4. S- Interview . 

want me on The Bob Mills 


Deborah 


Show” she declares gaily. No, 
she hasn’t a due who Bob Mills 
is. But a show’s a show, and 
that it seems, is enough for her. 

Erin says she did not want to 
return to this country. She 
wanted to stay in Italy, "where 
she has lived for die last two 
years and where her four dogs 
and cat remain. “Oh, bow I 
ache for them,” she moans. 
But her debts were such that 
she couldn't continue there. 
Her landlady booted her riot 
for rent arrears. Her landlady, 
she complains, had her by the 
short and curiies. She knew she 


sentto: 

central heating on all : day.’ 
Crikey, how did sbekeep warm 
otherwise? U I collected bits of 
kindling from the forest” 

Erin says she blames herself 
for how things have turned out 
‘'When 1 ask myself how I have 
come to this, 1 say: This is a 
consequence, Erin, of the 
things you’ve done.’” But, that 
said, she then goes bn to blame 
everyone but herself: her par- 
ents; her husbands; the hard- 
core feminists who were always 
out to get her; even her various 


couldn't leave, what with the- pub&hers. Oh yes, everything 
pets, but kept insisting on her would have beat all right if only 
money, anyway. Then, one 
morning, Erin looked out and 
saw that the landlady had 
denuded the two gorgeous mul- 
berry trees she Sked to write 
under. “They were .naked 
stumps. And that was the last 
straw.” As, obviously, the land- 
lady hoped it woukTbe. . 

Yes, she says, some people 
over here did know she was in 
dire trouble. And at one point 

there was, she thinks, a Friends 

of Erin Pizzey fund. But, of the 
old sisterhood, she says, only 
Ffcy Weldon sent any cash. Not 
that this surprises her. She’s at- 
tacked most of the othe rs at 
some point or another. “I used, 
to say to Jill TWeedie, ‘SSL yon 
are such a fucking hypo crite. 

You decant your wine from 
Samsbury’s. You have a house 
in. the town and a house in the 


she’d been nicer to editors. “I 
once wrote a cookbook in 
which' I called one- chapter 
Beans Means Farts. Immedi - 
ately, my editor called me op, 
crying: ’ ’It’s unpublishable.’ 
‘Why,’ I asked. ‘Don’tyou fart 
at Oxford University Press?’” 
Erin chuckles joyously. 

’ "1— T* ^^fehera^Aoppedher 
A JL two years ago. Their : 
acquisittonscpmxniftee tokS her 
she was' no longer what they 
wanted and, anyway, her recent 
sales had been disastrous. She 
says this is nonsense. They gave 
her the boot because she’s too 
“difficult”. Her novds, she in- 
sists vigorously, sell magni- 
ficently all around the world. 
(But, ff so, then wbere is tbe 

' income?) And she is currently 
her next book. The 


publisher fat The Fame Game. 
She published her last book 
herself. And the one before 
that-was remaindered after a 
week or two. So, no wonder she 
now owes £35,000 to banks in' 
Italy and £15,000 to banks here. 
She- -has no . idea how. she is 
gomg to pay these debts off. 
Especially as she is now on£47 
a week and has only the 
prospect ofbasket-weaving and 
a spot on The Bob MiUs Show 
ahead of her. ■ 

Erin is now 58. The face, 
once so lovely in its plump, 
strong, wonderfully fearless 
way, is now that erf a very old 
woman. Deep lines criss-cross 
it, then come bade and criss- 
cross it again, lire eyes swim in 
opaque pools. The stapled- 
tog ether .kaftan has been 
replaced bya baggy track suit 
that may once have been black 
but is now alired, washed-out 
, grey. She smells jolly splendid, 
though, very Hello! “It’s 
Femme, by Rochas, my one 
BttJe indulgence,” she confesses 
sheepishly. 

: ' Certainly, you wish things 
had worked out better for her. 
She did something munificent 
once, and it .would seem only 
fair. But, drat said, she had a 
rotten childhood and maybe 
the seedawere laid then .fora 
rotten old age. Once messed 
-up, do youinevitabty go on to 
mess up? Is that how life 
works? Perhaps. 

- Her father, Cyril, was in fact 
a brilliantly clever man. One of 
17 children bom to a poor Irish 
fosnty, he was, she sags, the first 
person ever to get into the For- 
eign Office from grammar 
school. He became a diplomat, 
travelling endlessly; Erin’s 
childhood was played out all 
over the world until she was 
sent to an English boarding 
school at the age of nine. 

Her mother, Ruth, was a 
gorgeous-looking woman, with 
a superb figure, blue eyes and 
glossy, chestnut hair. But she 
was cold, snobbish, wholly un- 
affectionate and given to explo- 
sive fits of violence. “She would 
beat me very badly using the 
flex of the iron. She' would do 
ft for no reason, although I 
always knew when it was com- 
ing because her face would 
twitch and a red spot would 
appear on her cheek. 7 ’ 

Erm could not go to her 
father for comfort. He was a 
terrible bully who threw things 
and whose idea of a good joke 
was blowing cigarette smoke up 
the dog’s nose. As far as can be 
made out, her parents' only 
pleasure came in tormenting 
each other. “Their rows were 
endless, with the worst 


him even to change his clothes or take 
a bath, because he considered baths 
weakening.” Erin doesn’t know why her 
parents were as they were. Probably, 
they were messed up, too. 

She did not, she insists, hate her 
mother. She pitied her. “She just got 
everything hopelessly wrong, didn’t 
she?" And her father? Well, two days 
after her mother died - when Erin was 
17 - she walked out of the house and 
never saw him again, even though he 
lived another 25 years. Enough said. 

At 20, Erin married Jack Pizzey, a 
naval officer who went on to become a 
reporter for TV programmes such as 
Nationwide and Man. Alive. When I ask 
her why she married him, she doesn’t 
come back with “love”, or even, 
“because I fancied him rotten." No, she 
says ft was because she wanted some- 
thing she had never had: a loving fam- 
ily. She admits: “Oh, I was young and 
naive back then." 

She bad her two children. Geo and 


her son Amos (who paid her fare back 
from Italy) but the idyll of the loving 
family did not come to fruition. 

Jack, she complains, was never at 
home. Jack was always working. Or, at 
least, he said he was. Once, at a BBC 
party, an elegant woman came up to her 
and asked: “Do you ever suspect Jack 
of having affairs?” “Never,” she replied. 
“We trust each other. He doesn’t mind 
that my body went to pot after having 
the children- He likes mein my stapled 
kaftans." Later, though, she discovered 
that Jack played away from borne quite 
significantly. “And that woman was 
one of them." she cries furiously. 


S! 


he has always, she says, had a lot 
of love to give and, with Jack not 
1 around, she had to award it else- 
where. Her children got a lot of iL As 
did the children of others, who came to 
stay and never left, and whom she refers 
to as u my eight adopted children”. 
And then there were the battered wives 


of the neighbourhood, who came 
because they had heard Erin was a good 
egg and never turned anyone away. And 
so Erin got her big, loving family, of 
sorts. And perhaps Jack just felt rather 
squeezed ouL 

Erin opened Chiswick Women’s Aid, 
the first refuge of its kind, and one 
which spawned a worldwide move- 
menu in 1971. For a time, she was a 
heroine. But things took a nasty turn 
when, in one of her books. Prone to 1 lo- 
lence, she claimed that women in vio- 
lent relationships may in fact seek out 
those relationships through a kind of 
addiction to violence. 

The feminist sisterhood went 
bonkers. And after receiving death 
threats and being forced to have police 
protection, Erin fled the country with 
her new husband, Jeff Shapiro, an 
American psychology graduate 20 years 
her junior. They lived in New Mexico 
and the Cayman Islands before settling 
in Italy and then, finally, divorcing in 


Ptiotograph: Glynn Griffiths 

1992. Jeff, she says, helped her to i 
up her novels. Being dyslexic, she 
couldn’t manage it herself. Then, she 
continues, he got it into his head that 
he was the great writer, not she. So she 
told him where to get off. And he left. 
And, yes. things did rather diy up on the 
novel from after that. So she got behind 
with the rent. And couldn’t afford the 
central heating on. Or the oven. She 
cooked on one of those little camping 
thingies. 

And now here she is, back in London, 
where she is trying to keep her chin up. 
Sometimes, though, it's quite tough. 
regardless of whose fault all this maybe. 
“It’s the little things that finally get to 
you.” she says. “This morning.' 1 went 
to the bathroom in the hostel and 
found someone had left a nasty brown 
fag butt by the side of the sink.' 1 had a 
little cry over that. It reminded me I was 
not in my own home. And a home of 
my own is all I have ever wanted, 
reallv." 


country. The only workmgper- writing her next poo*, ine eueuess, wire me worst 
Jii.su* ever met is vour Ftime Game : which is about the about money. My father 


son you’ve ever met is. your 
cleaner. How can youspooi tins 
Marxist crap? How canyou caH 
yourself a Communist?”? 

Erin spent the first wrote of 
nkhts here staying with her 
daughter. Oea. But Geo is 
married wit h three la ds and it 

by HeBoPl It would seeroso. * reason to Spend money tm any- 
h,™ a thing. In feet, it was hard to get 


way men ahvays want to destroy on the imagined abyss of destil- 
poweiful women. . ution, she lived in the never- 

Tbe idea came to her when newer land of imagined plenty, 
die was interviewed by Hello! They were doomed never to 
and die journalist said to her: meet in-the middle. She bought 
“The trouble with ybti, Erin, is whatever she fancied: antiques; 
/flint you cast such- * -large, paintings; hand-made under- 
sbadow” Erin Pizzey? Inspired - wear from Hamids. He saw no 
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Public Notices 


AMENDMENT TO THE SUPPLY OF 
BEER -(TIED ESTATE) ORDER 1989 

J. This notice is published by ibo Seaway of State for 
Trade and Industry under section 91(1} of and 
Schedule 9 to the Fair Trading Act 1973. 

2. It is proposed to lay a draft of the Supply of Beer 
(Tied Estate) (Amendment) Order 1 997 (“dw Order 
before Parliament. 

3. The Supply of Beer (Tied Estate) Order 1 989 (together 
with the Supply of Beer (Loan Ties, Licensed 
Premises end Wholesale Prices) Order 19891 were 
made for the purposes of remedying the adverse 
effects specified in a report of the Monopolies and 
Mergers Conurrission entitled “The Supply of Beer - a 
report on the supply of beer for retail sale in the 
United kingdom'* (Command SSI), published in 
March 1989. A copy of this report may be obtained 
from The Stationery Office. 

4. Article 7 of the Supply of Beer (Tied Estate) Order 
1989 required brewers owning more than 2000 
licensed premises and large brewery g r ou ps to permit 
their tied tenants and recipients of loans to purchase 
one brand of draught cask-conditioned beer outside the 
tie from a supplier of their choice. The draft Order 
would amend article 7 by requiring large brewers and 
brewery groups to also allow tied tenants and loan 
rwtipjems to purchase one brand of boole -conditioned 
beer outside the tie. “Bouie -conditioned beer” is 
defined as beer winch uniergocs fermentation in the 
bottie from which it is served for consumption. The 
tenant or loan recipient can be required, by agreement, 
to sell only one brand of botti e-concC tinned beer 
purchased outside the tie during any one day. 

5. Copies of the draft Order can be obtained from Mr C 
Zcbcdre. Department of Trade and Industry, either by 
writing to the address below, by telephone: 0171 213 
6815, fax; 0171 215 6726 or email: 

graham -zebedcc# cacp.dti.gov.uk A copy will also be 
available to be seen at all r ea so na ble times in the 
Department of Trade and Industry. Room 6J.8. 1 
Victoria Street. London, SWlH OET. 

6l Any persons whose interests are likely to be affected 
by the Order and who wish to make representations in 
respect of it, should do so in writing to Mr G Zebedee. 
Department of Trade and Industry. EO hue notional 
Competition Policy Division, 6J.8, I Victoria Street, 
London SWlH OCT (stating their interest and the 
grounds on which they wish to make representations! 
before midnight on Zl April 1997. 

G ZEBEDEE (MR) 

Department of Trade and Industry 


Legal Notices 


LICENSING ACT 1964 

TAKE NOTICE that AJurwd 
Shafiaaa of I XV Eddisbury 
Square. F redahum. WirnnjUoo. 
Cheshire hating for the paw six 
months carried on lbc trade or 
eathnji of Area Mdnj&n roicnds 
U> at Ibe Licensing Sessions 
for the sud Dnxrion u> he beU at 
Tbr Lrw Conns. Chic Craw, 
Cmt TuewJjy ibe Zxii day of 
March 1997 at lu o'clock in the 
forenoon T« the pt o' btr-n.il 
prjiu to him of a /u*tices' 
Licence auLbori.--ui£ him lo sell by 
remit ioiaricatiog liquor of aD 
descriptions for consumption on 
the pre mis es situate ai and lo be 
knemu as Wine Cellar Isucb pari 
of the premise comprumf ibe 
cafe olped m poik on the plan 
depooied uub the Clen to the 
I HTiBing Justices and excluding 
the OlT Lic en c e areal at Part of 
6-S High Street. Sand bach. 

AND FtHTHER TAKE 
NOTICE that tins application u 
made pursuant to ibe provisions 
of Section 6t5l Lwnriop Act 
I9M. 

GIVEN UNDER OUR HANDS 

this 3rd day of March IW 

PAtSNER A CO 

Booverie House 

154 Fleet Street 

London EC4A IDQ 

Solicitors and Authorised A pen l* 

for and on hetuir of the »jid 

Applicant, 


IX THE HUH COOT OF JUSTICE 
CRUVCX8V DIY15IQX 
COMPANIES COOT 
NO 06900 Of l*T 
in the matter of 
HAMBROS FUND 
MANAGEMENT PLC 
AND IN THE MATTES CU THE 
COMPANIES ACT 1585 
KOIKE If MIWF» errt-c that A fet-mm 
•*i » '(Hi Mrwri l«' rtn 

Kifnti i Hijfi Couif or iiiMitr (m 
romsmatui rJ the nxbssni <* dir raptal -S 
the ihOT-nimre Company nom 
t.'S.O-l'UJi* dnirimi .■!«. jS.WW.IKlfl 
■>*or. J U «d> lo HE “.-t Hi 
dandrd rro lu'iTO l?i Ordnur. Shra m 
£1 odi 

ANO KOIKE A itmlHie Lrjlt. rta ife 
ad Pftnem u dnraed fci be hnftl befcre 

[to HKa-Ji ■'< rte C-«qunrv Coen rf rf* 
j( C'lyT ct hr/ter. fnand lunfcn l»C? 
vo 19m Mart 1 ! l-l” 

AM LFEQIOE or ShjrrfarAfc. d ihr ud 

Citofun , l -Jrmu;in l ^pmeiie sulneiJmi 
Out- to .cnAnuiyy. rt *e wt imtsann 
<SnuU e hv u* o du- tv-mrj o 
per-n m hi Count-l in t)U pup nr 

v COPt (E ifie Otfion nil be hanslrd 
tn toy swJi pervn lequmnj <*»? imr In die 
vadentonM-n* 1 «&.on i«i pawn d the 
■rallied ckatje tm Be ante 
ftoTID It* to* Monk I'm" 
aonONKBf 

kn^on Hon* SO So. if-. 

Cinnlc Smel Ltmim EOA "AN 

IM ItMUTIjl'tTI 

itUan Ur the Jorne rand Gaapm) 


No. OOU2 of 1997 
EM THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE. 

CHANCES V DP-TS10S 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER OF 
INTERNATIONAL TOOL A 
SUPPLY PLC 

AND IN THE MATTER OF 
THE COMPANIES ACT I98S 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that a Petition mas on Tuesday, 
IK February 1 997 prevented 10 
Her Majniy'i Hifib Coon of 
Justice for the conTinnaucei of ibe 
rediKtioti of ihc share premium 
account of ibe aboic-natncd 
Compaa) by OS $2U0U.(O). 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN 
that the said IVIiuod is directed to 
be beard before the Re^ntrar of 
the Companies Conn at the Royal 
Count, of lusjjcc. Suand. London 
WC2A 2LL on Wednesday. 19 
March 1997. 

ANY Creditor or Shareholder of 
the said Company desiring to 
oppose the nuking of an Order 
for the confirmation of the S3td 
reduction of ibe share premium 
account should appear at Ibe time 
of the bearing in person or by 
Counsel for the purpose 
A copy of the said Petition will be 
furnished in any such person 
requiring the same by the under- 
mentioned Solid l or > oft payment 
of tbe regulated eburpr for the 
same. 

DATED ibis 4th -Jay of March I9v7 

LOVELL WHITE DCRRANT 

&5 Htdhorn Vuduet 

Lcfldon ECU 2DY 

Ref: .O RDH AKJAMJ 

TeL 0171 IV- ditto 

Sofa'u n tin tAr jterraraufliJ lusputi 


MANCHETTS CLEANING 
SKVICESITD 
The hHotveocy Art 1986 
Nona IS HEREBY OVEN, pursuant lo 
Section 98 the htbwp An 1966 
tha a Means CiwSwb or the 
above named Company mil be held a 
Victory Howe, Admin try Place. 
Chatham Marsimr, hsu. ME 4 aQli on 
nib Mjrrb 1997 at 11.15 am fcr rhe 
mnpcees mententd w Seam 99 to 

101 el seq rf the n-d An 

Ronald froa. Licenced Insolvency 
FVacsnoner. c* Mcore Srenhea Botab 
White. 2 N*oo SireeL SawbenMn- 
Sea, tsiex. SSI Iff t»l! lutmdi 
CmSton, bee ot charge, with such 
■tfomuiKn OQKeninc the Company's 
a Ears a they may rascrubb irauae. 
DmkI ihts 1 » Fdxuaty 1997 
By Order oi the Bo»d 

K k ManchetL DirMcs 


No. 088*5 of 1997 
IN THE HICH COITIT Of JUSTICE 
CHANCERY DDTSIOV 
COMPANIES COl'RT 
LN THE MATTER OF ITS 
HOLDINGS LLMfTED 
AND IN THE NUTTER OF 
THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 

NOTICE IS HEREBY OVEN 
that a Petition was on Tuesday. 
IB February 1997 presented to 
Her Majesty's High Court of 
Juuice for (he confirmation of tbe 
reduction of tbe share captul of 
the above-named Companv from 
i 1 00 and US 515„H«5.0W to £ I in 
and US SiJ^j.iWj 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN 
that the said Petition is dueclcd lo 
be baieJ before the Registrar ol 
Ihc co tn panic- Court at the Royal 
Courts of Justice. Strand. Luod-m 
WC2A :LL on W'ednesday, 19 
March 1997. 

ANY Creditor or Shareholder of 
the said Company desiring to 
oppose ibe aukme of an Order 
for the confirmation at tbe said 
reduction of the share capital 
should appear at ibe lime of the 
hen nag in person or by Counsel 
for the purjJjie. 

A copy »4 the aid Pruuon will be 
furnubed lo any <urb person 
requiting ibe same by the- under- 
mentioned Solicitors on payment 
of ibe regulated charge for rhe 
aoir 

DATED ibis 4th day of Maicb 1997 

LOVELL WHrTE DL'RR-ANT 

65 Holhom Viaduct 

London ECI A 2DY 

Ref A2 RDH AKJ AAU 

Td. UI7I ik. U066 

ScfaHr, (nr the jhntWBdnud Corapuj 


Legal Notices 


Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER lor the! ipbdai 
due, 1W2 1998. mast t»OB M8- 
dbia. Ideal birthday jtfL Remetn- 
bar Whan. Tsf: 0181488 6323. Or 
CALL FRS 0600520 000. 


To 

advertise in 
tliis section 
please 
call the 
Classified 
Team 
on 

0171 293 
2713. 


LICENSING ACT 1964 

TAKE NOTICE ihai Ahmad 
Shalieiiin of IAA Eddrebur; 
Square. FnxUham. Vamnflou. 
Cheshire havuif for the part 
mc-Dih. curried ->d the irade or 
calling of Area Manager idictkL 
io apply ai the Licensme SeaMcat- 
for the Mid Division to be held al 
The Lau Courts. Crvic Centre. 
Creue Tuesday lbc ?7lh day of 
March 1997 al III o'ciock in ibe 
forenoon for die prcatJona| 
imam to hun of a Justices’ 
Licence autbomuip him in sd] by 
retail iillc-.ueaiui; hqaor ol' all 
descriptions for connmpticai off 
the premises wtiutc at and to be 
knonn u& Wine Cellar (such pan 
of tbe proaacs comprivmp the 
Off Licence as dioan batched in 
red on the ptao drpowlcd uith 
the Clerk lo tbe Licensing Justices 
snJ etcjodine the Cafe areal at 
Part of i>-8 Higb Street. 
Sandbach. 

AND FURTHER TAKE 
NOTICE ihai this applicauon iv 
made pursuaul to the prmisaons 
of Seciioci dfi Ltcemuie Act 
10*4. 

GIVEN LINDER OUR HANDS 

ibis 3rd day of March 1997 

PAISNER A CO 

Bouverie House 

154 Fleet Street 

London EC4A 200 

Sobaicrs and Authorised A era is 

for and on behalf of the said 

Applicants 


Announcements 


WANTED: RINGPULLS 


We are saving drink-can 
ring pulls in order to quality 
for a free wheelchair tor a 
disabled child. Please 
help this worthy cause 
and forward your spare 
rmgpuHs to: David Owen. 
do The Independent 
19th Floor, 

1 Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, 
London E14 5AP 


TakeOff 


Faresavers 


MALAGA 

UICAME fS9 
FASO E59 
TENERIFE CG9 
LAS PALMAS £69 
[ANZAROTE £69 
BALEAIUCS £59 


GREECE tl £69 
TtfBHY £Tt»i 

ISRAEL £109 

MALTA £79 

CYMUS £119 

ITALY £59 

CAIUB5EAN £189 


|au YimoKaNiwonimnDK foghYS 

ALSO CAI HIHEWtSURAUCE 


xV-01476 592095': 
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the leader page 




A shadowy 





here are three ways of giv- 
ing money to a political 
party. Tiro of them are legit- 
imate and one is not" - a Labour offi- 
cial, commenting on yesterday’s report 
of the millionaires who are bankrolling 
Tony Blair's Shadow Cabinet The 
three options are: (a) Both the recipi- 
ent and the public could know who has 
given the money; (b) Neither the recip- 
ient nor the public know, in which case 
the politician cannot theoretically be 
influenced by the donation; (c) The 
recipient knows but the public does not 
which is what the Conservatives do. 

Now, it is absolutely true that the 
funding methods of the modem Tory 
party are indefensible and undemo- 
cratic It is true that yesterday’s Sunday 
Times report of the “secretive fund” 
that pays the meagre salaries of 
researchers for Robin Cook, David 
Blunkett, Jack Straw and others was 
self-rebutting, in that it was based - if 
you persevered to paragraph 16 - on 
information openly and willingly pro- 
vided by the Labour Party about the 
source of this money. But it is also true 
that the Labour leader's arrangements 
for a “blind trust” to pay for his 
unprecedentedly large private office 
are unsatisfactory. 

The blind trust was set up along the 
lines of options (b). The identity of its 
donors is known only to the fund’s 
three trustees, who are charged with 
ensuring that they are neither criminals 


nor foreigners and then passing the 
money on. The trust was approved by 
Sir Gordon Downey, Parliament’s 
ethics watchdog, as a way to avoid the 
perception that people who helped to 
finance Mr Blair’s office wanted to buy 
influence. Sir Gordon may now regret 
his decision, which he is currently re- 
examining. On the narrow point of 
avoidingMuence-peddling the device 
is fine. But it fails to convince when 
viewed as part of the broader picture. 

The Labour Party has made great 
play of its openness about the source 
of its money. As well as affiliation fees 
from trade unions, it now publishes the 
names of donors giving more than 
£5,000 in any one year. And it has con- 
trasted this with the absolute secrecy of 
the Tory accounts. 

“It is a disgrace that in a democracy 
a political party can hide the sources of 
its funding from the public,” said John 
Prescott Last year, once again per- 
forming the valuable service of speak- 
ing plainly. But it undermines bis claim 
to be “Honest John”, and Labour’s 
claim to the moral high ground, that Mr 
Blair, Mr Prescott and Mr Brown 
should all have blind trusts that hide the 
sources of their funding - even if they 
are also hidden from Labour’s Big 
Three themselves. And who is to say 
there will not be nods and winks as to 
the source of the money? 

The real problem for Labour is that 
there may well be two different ways of 



ONE CANADA SQUARE CANARY WHARF LONDON EM6DL 
TELEPHONE 0171-293 2000 / 0171-345 2000 FAX 0171 -293 2435/0171-346 2435 


accepting political donations which 
are both better than the Tbry way, but 
. is one not better than the other? What 
is wrong with complete openness as a 
guiding principle throughout? Why 
should the Labour leader and his top 
brass have private funds at all? It is, at 
the very least, confusing that- there 
should be separate funds for the' top 
three operating under one set of rules, 
and a fund for the rest of the Shadow 
Cabinet apart from the Labour Party 
itsel£ both of which operate under the 
rules of full disclosure. 

The problem is not simply one of who 
gives the money, but who spends it 


Blair- reportedly £2nr - are substantial 
and are spent at -Ins discretion- HI$ 
office, consisting of more tiran 20 staff, 
is nrafr bigger than any of his predfr-. 
cessora’ and much more powerful _in 
relation to the party m a chin e.. But not 
only dops Mr Blair’s trnst not dKdose' 
the sources of its money, it does not pub- 
lish accounts of where that money goes. 
Clearly, many business leaders* jn.: 


Party leaders have always had semi-pri- 
vate funds to pay for their offices. 
Harold Wilson subsidised his by selling 
his memoirs in betweenhis two periods 
in 10 Downing Street. And it has always 
been a sensitive issue. “Who pays for 
Ted Heath's yacht?” Wilson growled, 
when pressed on his own funds. 

Recognition that there was a prob- 
lem lay behind the introduction in the 
1970s of modest public funding for 
opposition leaders, the so-called “Short 
Money” (a reform that gave Michael 
Portillo his first political job, as a Tbry 
frontbench researcher). 

The funds that are available to Mr 


their money if it goes to funds controlled 
by MrBlair himself than if it ends.ap m 
the Labour PaityYgenez^l accottnt.at 
the Co-op, forwhich the National Exec- 
utive must sign the cheques. But this . 
does raise broader issues of policy, and 
of Mr Blairis-relAfeSpshqiwiththe^ cor- 
porate Establishment. : •’ 

E; as we report tod#, BTs chairman, 
Iain VallanceTis r SbOtif tbbe awarded 
a £500,000 bonus, what is a Labour, 
prime-minister-in-waiting going to say 
or do about it? Labour is against fat- 
cat bosses of privatised utilities, except 

when they give Mr Blair a big govern- 
mental announcement to make at his 
party conference. And except when it 
comes to dot"g anything about them.. 

It is unfair , of course, to criticise' 
Labour when the position off the Prime 
Minster and the Conservative Party is 
so much worse. MrBlair, after aD, is hot 
about to start selling peerages, although 
Gordon Brown may want to consider- 
the idea as a way of producing revenue 
from democratic reform. 


toour political indepenoem*,, y ^ 
likelihood that Mr^Biair mj^it te 
prime minister in eight weeks 
•strong. The ethical standards of his 
pioto-administration must be exam- 
ined on: their own merits* not just m ; 
riOTiparisoh to what has gone before. , 
foie fact tbat far Major’s Houser s? ; 
(fisordfiriy does not excuse Mr Blair » 
from less serious infractions. 

y,* V ■ • ‘ * V •**■ •- ~ ' 

Fakes will teach 
them a lessori 

' A nother snag the zealots did " not 
XXthink of: voucher fbigety. Now the 
Government has added another task to 
the brief list of duties teachers Iwve to 


working hours. As well as translating 
the national curriculum into English, 

.-reading important DfEE circulais and 

o ccasi onally fitting in a little -'light 
teaching, they now have to test nursery 
voucheretoirii^ they are-gen- 
-uine. Of coiiise, this procedurehas high 
JeducatfoiiM Value. By playingjat shop- 
keepers they. can introduce some, “early 
years” cpneepts.and .discnss.wkhitheir 
L questions such as: Why do the 
words “nursery education” turn white 
if you rub them? And: Will 1his : scheme 
win any votes af all at the election? " 
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Caesareans: 
doctors owe 
duty to child 

Sin Barbara Hewson does her case 
no favours by presenting it in ex- 
treme terms (“Freedom tiptoes 
out the door”, 5 March). Autono- 
my is central to modern medical 
ethics. But does it automatically 
overrule any responsibility to the 
unborn child? 

This dile mma is real and 
complex but cannot be 
characterised, simply, as courts or 
doctors exercising an age-old 
prejudice against women. Doctors 
and midwives support a patient's 
right to choose not to have medical 
treatment even where that decision 
might jeopardise the patient's own 
life, but they also feel moral 
responsibilities for the child. 

They deplore the implication 
that pregnancy itself challenges a 
woman’s mental competence. The 
BMA, the Mental Health Act 
Commission and other bodies are 
currently discussing how to prevent 
the misuse of tl .e Mental Health 
Act in connection with Caesarean 
sections. 

Patients are sometimes prepared 
to take risks, but apart from ail the 
moral considerations about the 
Impact of such risks on the child, 
doctors have the added burden of 
also trying to protect themselves 
from litigation. 

A breech delivery is not an 
automatic death sentence for 
either mother or child. When I was 
practising obstetrics, vaginal 
delivery was the usual option in 
such cases, but it does cany higher 
risks of death, injury or permanent 
disability for the child. 

Today, in these circumstances, 
the treatment of choice is 
Caesarean section, and doctors 
may rightly fear that using a less 
invasive but considerably more 
risky procedure may result in them 
being sued if harm results. We may 
be already at that stage. Last 
week’s British Medical Journal 
suggested that by the year 2000, the 
average gynaecologist would spend 
half his or her time practising 
medicine and the rest providing 
reports for litigation. 

Surely, we can transcend this 
confrontational approach and seek 
instead for courts, health 
professionals and patients to work 
together on solutions? Almost 
invariably, women want the best 
solution for their baby, but they 
may disagree with health 
professionals about bow to ensure 
that What wc desperately need is 
an agreed way of negotiating that 
difference. 

We are currently awaiting the 
Appeal Court's reasoning in the 
most recent case, where the woman 
was fully legally represented. This 
in itself is notable progress, and 
gives us an important opportunity 
for judges to help resolve the 
dilemma. If they are able to 
produce another “judgment of 
Solomon'*, as in the Blood case, 
society will be in their debt. 

Let us at least receive proper 
information about the case and the 
court's reasoning before we predict 
a return to the dark ages. 

Professor J STUART HORNER 
Chairman, Medical Ethics 
Comminec 

British Medical Association 
London WC1 

Sir: Dr Robert Forman (letter, 7 
March) ignores the purpose of 
private medical insurance: 
namely to guard against 
unforeseen medical needs of an 
; nature. 

;was 
Id have 



to be set at a level which would 
make it impossible for many people 
to protect themselves against much 
less routine events such as open 
heart surgery. 

ANDREW VALLANCE-OWEN 

Medical Director 

BUPA 

London WC1 


State can run 
pensions better 

Sir We need properly funded 
pensions {“Tories plan to privatise 
pensions”, 5 March). But .why 
should we privatise this? The 
pensions industry has not a good 
record; many are still waiting for 
action on the refund due for loses 
when they were talked out of 
employers* pension schemes into 
private schemes. 

What is required is for the 
Government itself to set aside and 
invest funds to create its own 
funded pensions, allowing all the 
funds to be used for pensions 
instead of part going to the profit of 
private companies. This could be 
run by the staff who would anyway 
be employed policing private 
schemes, allowing for further 
savings. 

Surely this, not privatisation, is 
the way to a fair future for the old. 
STEWART BLACK. 

Newton Aycliffe, County Durham 


UK’s failure over 
global warming 

Sir Dr Patrick Green of Friends of 
the Earth (I letter, 6 March) is quite 
right that the European Union's 
decisions on global wanning are 


not as radical as your original 
article made them appear. 

Labour strongly supported the 
first proposals from the Dutch 
presidency, which would have 
committed to the EU to a 
reduction of 8 per cent in COj 
emissions by 2005 and 12 per cent 
by 2010. 

The UK's share of this obligation 
would have required us to cut 
emissions by 20 per cent by 2010. 
precisely the figure set out by 
Labour in its environment policy 
document In Trust for Tomorrow. 

This target w ns removed from 
the statement issued after the EU 
Environment Council, on the 
insistence of John Gummer, who 
then had the cheek to present the 
final statement as another green 
triumph for his government! 

The truth is that Mr Gummer 
will not offer any UK targets 
beyond those that will be achieved 
without government intervention, 
largely as a result of the destruction 
of our coal industry. 

Labour remains committed to its 
In Trust for Tomorrow targets. We 
will promote green public 
transport, energy efficiency, and 
renewable energy sources. 

Whiting for the rest of the world 
to agree with us on the need for 
action is an abdication of 
responsibility. Britain can and must 
lead the way, with our partners in 
Europe, towards a green future. 
MICHAEL MEACHER MP 
(Oldham West. Lab) 

Shadow Secretary of State for 
Environmental Protection 
House of Commons 
London SW1 


White men are 
insulted most 

Sir Alexander Hofrnan (letter, 8 
March) states as a fact that “there 
are far more ways to insult a 
woman or a foreigner than there 
are to insult a white male”. 

Even the most cursory of glances 
through Partridges Dictionary of 
Slang and Unconventional English 
reveals that for every one 
derogatory term describing a 
female there are at least seven 
insulting males, while terms 
derogatory to foreigners (and 
blacks) are about only one 
fifteenth as common as terms 
insulting (presumably) white 
English males. 

Insulting each other with 
imagination and verve has been, 
since the beginning of time, the 
way English males relate to each 
other. 

JOHN FLETCHER 
Shepton Mallet, Somerset 


Mink-farming 
diminishes us 

Sir What a thoroughly complacent 
and depressing article by Richard 
North about the factory fanning of 
a wild animal- raink {“Fur coats 
come in from the cold”. 6 March). 
Mink fanners appear to be proud 
of the tidiness, cleanliness mid lack 
of smell within the little Bcisens 
that thev have created. 

No discussion is raised of the 
possibility of the animal having an 


opportunity to live its life in accord 
with its wild and courageous 
nature. It is seen as aprovider for 
our consumption and profit for its 
insensitive breeder. 

What of the ethics of this 
business? What of the real needs of 
these creatures doomed to be 
gassed at seven months of age? 

Just open the cage and see it bolt 
for the freedom of fresh air 
amongst woodland and stream. We 
are all diminished by this appalling . 
trade. 

RBURFOOT . 

East Twickenham. Middlesex 


Bring on the 
virtual cat 

Sir I was interested tg read the 
item on the Japanese craze for 
Tamagotchi, the virtual reality pel 
(“Virtual poo in the handbag 
becomes & fashion accessory that 
no girl can do without”, 7 March). 

Would it be too much to hope 
that flits country’s millions of cat- 
owners might be persuaded to 
adopt them in place of the real 
thing? 

The thought of cat poo (even of 
the virtual kind) being deposited in 
the owner’s handbag rather than on 


fills me with delight ■ 
Think also of the acres of 
supermarket shelf space which 
would not be required if tins of 
cat food were no longer to be 
stocked. 

R SHEPPARD 

Ldgiton Buzzard, Bedfordshire 
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‘Grey pawer’ may 
need a hand : 

Sin Your admirable leading article 
“There’s no fixture inn Peter Pan 
society” (8 March), which neatly . . 
captured the obsession of all t^e 
major politfeal parties with the 
cult qf youth, notjed that “older, 
people are ... much more likely to 
vote” This is a dangerous . 4 . . ' 
generalisation. . 

‘ ' It may be true of the x&qiity. 
retired, relatively affluent anti still 
physically active, but evidence qf. ' 
turn-out at the lastgenerei 
election demonstrated alarnpngiy 
low voting figures for the hajf 
million older people ljvingiij . . , 

residential care homes, nursing .. 
homes andpther long- stay i»re _ 

bf^hfcl group are ' 

arein. needofpreaseiy the spi^o?' 

‘ J is 


now seriously under-funded.’ A\ , , . 
democracy worthy qf the naipe | ' 1 ^ 
would be eager to hear their 
Voices, not least on the issues on. ' . 
which their experience as sepdep- 
usersmakesthenj powerfully.*/, 1 
informed. , . ' . ' \ 

The staff of bom^the friends 
and relatives of Older r " ’ ' 


Essential role of 
the Treasury 

Sir. You arc wrong tobelieve that the 
Treasurycan supply “controlled, 

being involved inttfepoik&s add 
operations of individual government 
departments (“Alost opportunity fo 
rethink tte Treasury", teadingarticie 

27 February). 

The 'freasury needs to “have a 
firmer ra every aspect of a 
refonnmgLabour administration” 
if (his administration is to 
introduce effective policies, and 


Effective, newpoliries do not 
spring frilly fledged from the minds 
of ministers: have to evolve ‘ 

through infanijed debate, outside 
and inside the government machine. 
Thewider and better informed this 
debate, the more effective are the 
policies likely to prove. 

The HeaHny, as the controiletof 
public expenditure, needs to . 
participate in this debate; it Isitie . 

only department that can compare . 
the virtues of policies and ; 
expenditure across the government 
machine. Indeed, the Treasury's:, 
involvement inpolicy-malringcaii ■ 
improve the effectivenessof ■ 

government pol icies^by providing 
an outside, informed and. critical ■ ■ 
view. The poll taxshowswhat can ■ • 
happen if new policies do oaf get 

this examination. 

. A hewgcryenjment, withnew- 
pohefes,- wffl increase the demahtfc ■ 
on the Treashry. A handover o| " : . 

SOTSS-EMfe 

administration's ability td test upw 
polpe^andcqnfrolpuBljc ./; 
expenditure.-.. ’ ; . •' 

DAVID SAWEfcs ; c; 
Afigrritring^dn-Sen, Wfesi Susscc: ~ 


care, and professionals such as 
.social workers and care manages ‘ 
should be making specific efforts to 
ensure that every resident who ^ 
wish^todosohasthedianceto. 
register their vote when the time 
comes. - 

CpuDselandCareiiasi 
a free briefing paper on issues; 


transport and access to polling,, 
stations, which we wouldhe happy 
to distribute to anyone who can / .. 
makeuseofh. : 

jgpsMmi . , 

General Manager ' 

Counsel & Core . ’..J . 

16 Bonny Street . . . 

London NWT9BG -./j-T.j 

Sin ^G^.pcwer"abseBt frpm.': , 
British public life' (leading aijqcte, 8 
March)? What are you talking 
about? It was mentioned by j?qtiy _ 


_ _ Tory party ^ | . 
members is 64. Ferhapsyour “Peter 
Pan” society is a cultural backlash 
nfter 18 years erf “grey power". 
MARY HARjyNGTON 
(young person) 

Kings Ltmgle& Hertfmdshbe 

Classical foot 
in the mouth - ^ 

March) hear 

that at the “Partners in Business" 
conference last Monday, ope pf the 
introductory speakers mtrqilced 
himself as an aJwnni pf Cambridge 
University. He wasfoQowed^. . 

England, who introducedhiihself 
as smahannus of Oxford andwisiit 
on may what a pity iLwait^atthey 
had stopped teariimg Latin §tt the 
other place. The dmddesfr^m the . 
audience suggested that Liahn is 
aotdeadyet 
LAWI^C35.FEhiELON 
Uppingham, Rutland • 


Camp followers 

of early cloning 

SfrWhat is ah the fuss about { 
imnauritefing? Gays were doing 
this backip the Sev enties eari 
■Eighties, asanyoae tp 
ftferkham AjTBsinCSelsqadit su . 

Saturday hm?htixne ttm y 01 ^ 

DASTD GWlNNUtT • V : 
TriridorrSEZy * - ; ; — * 
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the commentators 


The cost 


royal snub 
to Carey 

More sdf-indulgence by 
Prince Charles marks a 
new stage in privatising 
the monarchy, argues 
Paul Vallely 


A naive fish in very 
dangerous waters 


T his is important: in 
some 10 years’ time 
they are going to 
switch off your televi- 
sion set It wiD be a 
drastic change, ordered by last 
year’s Broadcasting Act It means 


by Polly Toynbee 


jolly occasion at Windsor Castle yesterday 
when Prince William affirmed acceptance of the 
tcadringsof -a Church founded by his ancestor, 
Henry Vjn, in the castle’s 500-year-old chapeL 
The Prince and Princess of Wales behaved civilly, 
cordially even, onlookers said. The Bishop of Lon- 
don, Rf Rev Richard Chartres, was as urbane, dig- 
nified and traditionalist as everyone had hoped. 

There’s the tub. For this was the first time this 
centmy thatthe Archbishop ofCantertauywas not 
asKed'to officiate at the confirmation of a future 
monarch and head of the Church of England. The 
Palace had denied there was a snub. Dr George 
Carey issued a face-saving statement to the effect 
that he wholeheartedly approved of the choice of 
Bishop Chartres: “The Bishop of London is dean 
of the Chapels Royal, so it is entirely a pp ro pri ate 
that he should be asked to officiate The arch- 
bishop was, he insisted, anxious to encourage 
warm relationships between other senior bishops 
and the Royal Family. 

Bw in the Church were convinced. It is said that 
neither the Prince nor the Princess ofWdes is keen 
on Dr Carey. Prince’ Charles disHkes his fiappy- 
clappy, evangelical bent in worship. He.was also 
less than impressed with the answers the-primate : j 
gave on radio the morning when he appeared to | 
launch his crusade to re-moralise Britam - triuch 
unluckily coincided with the announoementof the 
Charles and Di tfivorce. The princess is said to be 
unhappy about the way the Arabishopcounselled 
her before tire divorce. . . 

Add to that Dr Gareyfs East End earnestness 
compared with ihe assured ease of Dr Chartres, 
one of the Church’s wealthiest clerics, who was at 
Cambridge with the Prince and whose church- 
manship is flnnly.in the traditionalist camp; he is 
an opponent of women priests and an enthusiast 
for the Shakespearean cadences of the Bbokdf 
Common Prayer. , 

Does this really matter? Only insofar as it is 
another step in the unwitting privatisation of the 
British monarchy. What Prince Charles has done, 
and his mother has apparently sanctioned^ is a far- 
ther confaaon oftte institutional and the private. 
In a country with an established church the con- 
firmation of its future head is a matter of .stare, 
and not one for die exerite qf **p«scscniail choice" 
with which contemporary society is fixkted. 

There is more to this than mere muddled think- 
ing by an heir apparent who wants to broaden his 
future role to that of Defender of Faiths, though 
his broad-mindedness does not even, stretch the 
frill width of the Church of 'England. Prince 
Charles must have known the signals that would 
be sent by his decision not to involve the Axc&- 
bishop of Canterbury. Charles, his brothers arid 
sister and the Queen herself were all confirmed' 
by the baldens of that office. 

The idea that the abstractions which nndezgjril 
any society are vested m offices rather than rest- 
ing in individuals is new rather unfashionable, and 
one' that our tabloid culture seems to find 
impossible to comprehend. Certainly the present 
royal family has not been astute in guarding the 
distinction, as Ben Fimlotfs biography of the 
Queen pointed out, with Its catalogue of mis- 
judgements of which the royal It’s a Knockout was 
only the most egregious. 

It is not the personal style of George Caity. 
which ought to be the issue, any more than it js 
the personal merit of the Prince of "Wiles that 
ensures that he is accorded respect. Were matters 
of state to be reduced to that, then what would 
stop some future House of Commons choosing to 
invite the Princess Royal rather than the Ring to 
open Parliament, on the grounds that she is more 
popular in the opinion polls? 

Of course, it may be that we do not need an 
established church. Perbapst we do not need a 
monarchy. But tmany still see value in a nation's 
identification with something beyond the tempo- 
ral - and, within the temporal, beyond the merely 
political and economic. The Royal Family ought 
to be custodians of this sense of national soul- If, 
self-indulgently, they are witting to forfeit it, that 
may be something we all come to regret 


on top of their television set sold 
by a private company. There will 
be no choice in thematter -you 
will only be able to view your 
existing channels on new digital 
television. 

That is why the question of who 
wins control of that- box matters, 
more than any other broadcasting 
issue for a Jang time. Rupert 
Murdoch’s BSkyB already con- 
trols satellite broadcasting. He 


for viewing, as well as over 40 per 
cent of national newspaper read- 
ership. Mow he has joined a con- 
sortium tp bid for control of dig- 
ital terrestrial television as weU, 
threatening to give this monopo- 
list vast extra power. 

But there is still time for faun to 
be stopped. There is another bid 
in for this key licence and soonthe 
Independent Tfelevisiori Commis- 
sion (ITC) will have to choose 
between the two: one is BDB — 
the Murdoch/Carlton/Granada 
consortium, a Goliath with loads 
of money, experience and sports 
rights. ‘Die other is a David in 
comparison, a good bid but with 
a tot less dout - DTN, Digital 
- Television Network - run by 
OtWeTH, one of the existing cable 
operators. (No money changes 
hands in this bidding; the ITC 
gives away this licence only on 
groundsof best quality and feasi- 
bility). This Friday, 14 Match, sees 
the end of the public consultation 
period, so there is stiD time to 
. lobby toe ITC Can the ITC be the 
first British institution to take a 
stand against the galloping power 
of die Murdoch monopoly where 
all others have failed? 

The BBC’s role in all of this has 
astonished onlookers. Suddenly 
and unexpectedly the BBC 
announced its backing for the 
Goliath-Mnrdoch consortium. It 
looks like 4 serious and puzzling 
blund^'Afifer a iring arid as yet 
inconchste fight against Mur- 
~doch domination of the gateway 
to satellite digital broadcasting, 

' the BBC has jumped straight into 
the jaws of the enemy. Why is our 
national public broadcaster back- 
ing the nation’s most dangerous 
media predator? 
r “No, the BBC is not in bed with 
Murdoch, only in the same bed- 
' room," protests Sir Christopher 
Bland, the BBC’s chai rman — the 
sort of defence which judges in 
old-style adultery cases rightly 
look at askance. This from the 
man who only three months ago 
Wned the world of Murdoch’s 
abuse of his uncompetitive dom- 
inance in satellite. (Murdoch 
threw tlae BBC off his Star satel- 
lite when the Chinese government 
objected to BBC reporting.) So 
■ why did die BBC do it? When I 
asked -Sir Christopher Bland he 
said that they regarded the BDB 
bid (Goliath) as the only one that 
was likely to succeed in getting 
distal terrestrial off the ground. 

Why? Because, he says, in the 
end Murdoch has shown that pre- 
mium sports events are the bat- 
tering ram that force pay TV into 
British homes. He ymo controls 
football rights is king - and Mur-, 
doch has them all sewn up. So, if 
it is inevitable that the BBC will 
be, forced not only to go through 
Murdoch’s satellite box, but also 
his terrestrial box. they had bet- 
ter jump in with him quick and 



Rupert Murdoch is about to seize control of terrestrial 
television. So why, at this crucial moment, has the BBC 
thrown its support behind the great predator? 


take the extra money he is offer- 
ing now for their support while it 
matters - to help persuade the 
nC to give them the licence. (The 
David bidders would, of course, 
have matched or bettered this 
bribe to get the BBC on their side, 
had they been given the chance.) 
The backing of the BBC gives 
huge added respectability to 
BSkyB, Carlton and Granada. 

Bnt the BBC did not have to 
endorse either bid. That might 
have been the proper unbiased 
stand, since all the existing BBC 
and ITV channels will apipear 
anyway on whichever system wins 
the licence. Even better, and 
maybe what Murdoch feared, the 
BBC could have taken a princi- 
pled stand and publicly exhorted 
the ITC not to give away further 
control of Britain’s media to Mur- 
doch, Would the ITC have dared 
to award it to Murdoch had the 
BBC stirred up a very proper pub- 
lic anxiety about the malign influ- 
ence of the Murdoch empire? I 
doubt it, and so. presumably, did 
the Murdoch BDB consortium. 

Is the BBC right that Mur- 


doch’s sports rights will inevitably 
win the day? No, because it is by 
no means clear that Murdoch 
has those rights for digital terres- 
trial television sewn up. a fact 
backed up by City media analysts. 
Much depends on a case being 
brought by the Office of Fair 
Trading, what’s more, if the ITC 
wants to oppose Murdoch, they 
could throw their weight behind 
a demand that the sports rights 
cartel should be broken, and the 
rights unbundled. 

Bui anyway, who says sports 
rights are the only battering ram 
to break into the pay TV market? 
Sports may not be king, after all. 
Sales of S>ky services have been 
unexpectedly sluggish, only reach- 
ing 23 per cent of homes. Sports 
fanatics do not rule the roosL 
CableTel recently has been exper- 
imenting with a far more suc- 
cessful approach. Instead of offer- 
ing a very expensive package of 
channels, they have offered a very 
cheap starter pack. People resent 
paying BSkyB’s high price for a 
package of many channels when 
they may only want two or three. 


This low-cost approach has 
achieved a spectacular 40 per 
cent penetration of households in 
the areas where it has been tried, 
not led try sports. 

Why sbould the terrestrial 
licence go to David (DTN) and 
not to Goliath (BDB)? The sin- 
gle overwhelming reason is 
because they are not Murdoch. It 
would keep open a genuine free 
market in the digital future for 
competition between two differ- 
ent digital operators, in satellite 
and terrestrial, instead of, in 
effect, just one. 

What else is in their favour? 
They will produce a single set-top 
box that will be compatible with 
all three systems - satellite, Ter- 
restrial and cable. (The Goliath 
bid will not offer cable on their 
box so those who want both would 
need two boxes.) DTbTs box will 
be capable of offering interactive 
services from day one - shopping, 
banking, information on tap. 
(Goliath will have no interactive 
services for the time being.) DTN 
will take (he BBC’s new arts and 
education channels. (Goliath says 


they have no room for these 
uncommercial ventures.) Both 
bids will have premium movies. 
Finally, DTN will charge viewers 
only half the sum for the same 
number of channels in its full 
package that Goliath plans to 


charge. That means they would 
stand an excellent chance of mak- 
ing digital terrestrial work. Even 
Sir Christopher Bland acknowl- 
edges that DTN has put together 
an excellent bid. 

The BBC has no choice but to 
ride the tiger of the commercial 
world, because there is soon to be 
no other access to broadcasting. 
But this fust crucial brush with it 
bodes very ill for future dealings. 
The BBC is a delicate, glittering 
and tasty angel fish a swim in 
shark-infested waters. 

Consider this: by the year 2005 
media analysts expect Murdoch to 
make some £500m a year out of 
the terrestrial deal if they win ihe 
licence. The BBC, on the other 
hand, wiU make a paltry £40m (a 
tiny fraction of its fl.Sbn licence 
fee). Other members of the con- 
sortium ate stand to make far less 
than Murdoch. The BBC is sell- 
ing its soul for very few pieces of 
silver. Sir Christopher, himself a 
millionaire television entrepre- 
neur. was affronted when I sug- 
gested they the BBC had been 
naive, but there is no other word 
for il The BBC's endorsement 
was worth a very great deal to 
Murdoch - and they have given it 
wantonly, virtually for free, when 
they sbould not have given it at all. 

One example of that naivety 
that has astounded media ana- 
lysts: the BBC announced its 
backing for the Goliath consor- 
tium without having negotiated 
the most essential terms. The 
BBC has always expressed alarm 
that, whether on satellite or ter- 
restrial. it will be the Sky channels 
that come up on the screen when 
viewers switch on - BBC channels 
may be relegated to some obscure 
hafd-to-find part of the pro- 
gramme menu. Why did the BBC 
not withhold its endorsement of 
the Goliath bid until it had 
secured the best terms on every- 
thing before giving away its 
precious public endorsement? 

All is not lost. If the ITC is not 
bamboozled by the BBC's 
bizarrely wrong-headed endorse- 
ment of Goliath, it can still make 
the daring decision to give the 
Licence to David instead. It would 
be a brave decision - for DTN is 
untried, small and independent. 
Goliath is a safe pair of hands - 
the same hands already throttling 
competition out of so much of the 
British newspaper and television 
industries. 

Today the British Film Institute 
will host an open debate where 
both bidders will face one 
another. Meanwhile, you have 
four more days to complain to: 
The Director of Public .Affairs. 
Independent Television Commi*- 
sion. 33 Foley Street. London 
W 1 P 7LB. Take up your pens and 
write now. 


If you’re still 

WORKING 

you’re not too old 
to start a PENSION. 


Crows, lawnmowers and signs of spring 


H ow do we know when spring 
is really here? Easy! All you 
need do is tick off the . . . 
following check-list- Yon know 
wwioc is coming when: 


2_ Egg-shaped bits of chocolate 
appear lathe shops in nasty bits of 
silver paper. 

3. Calendars are reduced m pnee. 

4. Yon start asking people: ^Do we 
put the clocks back or forward m 
spring? I can never remember." 

5. Country lanes are closed by road 
works and signs saragW 
HERE WHEN LIGHT IS RED. 

6. You come across a circular from 
your local gardes machinery depot 
urging vou to get your lawnmower 
serviced four months ago. 

7. It starts being light at some 
incredibly late honrsoch asti pm. 
g. You start spotting eobwehs round 
the house winch must have been- 

there all winter. 

9. You bear a strange buzzing 
sound and realise it is a! fly. 

10. Someone sajs, “2ft itot food 
dial’s SO important to put out for the 
birds as water, in case it ftwaaes.!* 


11. One day, when it’s been raining - 
all day, a water authority announces 
that shortages are so bad iris 
♦Vwnlring of imposing a hosepipe ban. 

12. You think yousee the first 
daffo dil on the lawn, but it’s only a 
piece of yellow wrapping paper. 

13. You take your lawnmower in for 
a service. 

14. Yon bear someone say: “I 
wonder why they call it Mother’s 
Day when it is really Mothering 
Sunday?” 

15. It snows unexpectedly. 

16. Headlines sty. “Freak snow 
brings Britain to aTialt". 

17. You think yon see a 
yeBowhammerin the -garden, but 
it’s only a daffodil. 

18. It thaws unexpectedly. 

. 19. Headlines say: “Freak thaw 
brings Britain to wet standstill". 

20- Someone says: “I think you’re 
meant to stop putting food out for 
the birds after a while, otherwise 
they become dependent." 

21. The man at the lawnmower 
place says, “Mm, if you'd brought It 
lo os in November, it would have 
been ready by new. As it is, a lot of 
people hows, bi ought their mowers 



Miles 

Kington 

in late like you, so you’ll be lucky to 
have it by..." 

22. Looking at all the forsythia. you 
wonder idly who Forsyth was. 

23. The England cricket team fly in 
from wherever they’ve been for 
four months, but are not crashed by 
welcoming crowds at Heathrow. 

24. They look vety brown as they 
get off the plane- 

25. Which reminds you that you 


haven’t even thought about booking 
your summer holiday ycL 

26. You hear ghostly noises in your 
chimney. 

27. Bits of stick start falling into 
your fireplace. 

28. You neighbour says, “I suppose 
you know you've got crows building 
a nest in your chimney?" 

29. You look up “Chimney Sweep" 
in the Yellow Pages. 

30. Long-lost footballs come out of 
hibernation in the garden. 

31. Each one of winch, without fail, 
has acquired a puncture. 

32. That long-lost Christmas 
present which your relatives in 
Canada swore they had sent off m 
early December finally turns up. 

33. Containing a ghastly shirt. 

34. Football managers, as their team 
is knocked out of the FA Cup, all 
say they are glad to have a chance 
to concentrate on the League. 

35. The sweep arrives. 

36. He says: “I suppose you know 
those crows up the chimney have 
got a nest fall of babies?” 

37. You ask him what should be 
done about it. 

38. He says: “Light a fire. That 


should settle the little beggars.' 1 

39. You say nothing, 

40. He sweeps the chimney and 
goes away. 

41. In an idle moment you look up 
forsythia and find that it was named 
after a Mr Forsyth, once head of 
parks in Kensington. 

42. You start wondering if wistaria 
is named after a Mr Wistar. 

43. You find it was indeed named 
after a Professor Caspar Wistar. 

44. You start wondering if buddjeia, 
aubrietia and fuchsia were named 
after Buddie, Aubriel and Fuchs. 

45. Your partner expresses concern 
that the lawn is urnnown, ihe yard is 
full of deflated footballs, the house 
is cold and botanical dictionaries 
are lying open all over the house. 

46. You start to explain why- 

47. But when you find yourself 
saying that the house is cold 
because you haven't the heart to 
broil some baby crows, you fade 
into silence. 

48. You stop putting food out for the 
birds became they’re not earing it 

49. The forsythia blooms start 
falling. 

50. It’s nearly time for summer. 
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William Gear 


Few British painters have 
played an active role in the mod- 
em" abstract movement of post- 
war Europe. William Gear was 
the most passionate and com- 
mitted exception. He continued 
the tradition of the Edinburgh- 
Paris axis established by J.D. 
Fergusson. Samuel Peploe and 
others, spending vital years be- 
tween iy47 and 1950 living and 
working in Paris. Significantly, 
in recent years, he received the 
greatest acclaim in France. 
Germany and the Netherlands. 

He was bom in 1915 in Me- 
ihil. Fife, into a mining family; 
the particular landscape of “pit- 
heads. the sea. rocks, castles, 
trees, storms and poverty' 
marked his earliest identity 
with a place and probably re- 
mained the most influential to 
his art. Years later he recalled 
as a schoolboy visiting the local 
art gallery in Kirkcaldy and 
seeing 12 colourful still-lifes 
by Peploe. Art-history lessons 
during student years at Edin- 
burgh College of Art. in par- 
ticular Byzantine classes under 
David Talbot Rice, also influ- 
enced his concern for structure. 
This had as much to do with the 
formal language of painting as 
sheer delight in the medium it- 
self. Gear' never missed an op- 
portunity to show people the 
merits of a well-constructed 
painting. 

On a travelling scholarship in 
1937. he chose to study with Fer- 
nand Leger, described by Gear 
as “a keystone for me. seldom 
abstract, rather a degree of ab- 
straction'. The Second World 
War interrupted these formative 
years and, by 1940. Gear had 
joined the Royal Corps of Sig- 
nals. Dispatched to the Middle 
East, he still had the discipline 
to paint - mostly works on pa- 
per of damaged landscapes - 
with exhibitions in Jerusalem, 
Tel Aviv, Cairo as well as Siena 
and Florence. 

His naturally robust and 
tenacious Lemperamem was 
profoundly affected by visiting 
Bergen -Belsen, and this cer- 
tainly influenced the later ex- 
periments with the black 
armature. As the British officer 
in Celle, working for the Mon- 


uments, Fine Arts and Archives 
Section of the Control Com- 
mission, he focused on securing 
the safety of the Berlin Art Col- 
lection in Schloss Celle, and or- 
ganised an important series of 
tnodera an exhibitions, includ- 
ing the rejected work of Karl 
Otto Gdtz. Only a few weeks be- 
fore his death, this service to 
“democratic art and artistic 
freedom” was recognised in 
Hanover by a unique Leporel- 
lo Award, appropriately insti- 
gated by fellow artists and 
presented by the Lower Saxony 
government. 

Demobbed in 1947, Gear 
headed for Paris, where he es- 
tablished a one-room studio at 
13 Quai des Grands Augustins. 
This exciting period saw him 
gravitating towards what he 
called “the freer, dramatic ap- 
proach of abstraction lyrique" 
rather then “the dogmatic hard- 
edged school of Mondrian and 
De Stijl". Within a year there 
were exhibitions at two of the 
pioneering salons and a first 
one-man show at tile Galerie 
Arc en Ciel. 

At the same time inclusion in 
Cobra shows in Amsterdam 
and Copenhagen in 1949. 
alongside Constant. Corneille 
and Appel, underpinned his 
affiliation to a re invigorated 
form of abstract expression- 
ism. He worked at the time in 
the fluid medium of opaque 
water-colour, usually on card 
with pockets of intense colour 
on a white or neutral ground. 
While some pieces were pure- 
ly abstract, others carried their 
own suggestion of landscape, or 
even a form of Celtic figuration. 

The same year saw an exhi- 
bition at the Betty Parsons Gal- 
lery in New York, alongside 
Jackson Pollock. The impact of 
American abstract expression- 
ism however remained a sore 
subject, which in conversation 
was usually dismissed with a cun 
reminder of what he and others 
were already painting in Europe. 

The decision to return to 
England in 1950 was both per- 
sonal and practical. Recently 
married to Charlotte Chertok, 
and with a baby, he had already 
secured in I94& the first of a se- 


ries of London exhibitions with 
the Gimpel Fils Gallery. The at- 
mosphere surrounding the Fes- 
tival of Britain also appeared to 
offer fresh opportunities. 

Notoriously, Gear was 
awarded one of the Festival of 
Britain Purchase Prizes for Au- 
tumn Landscape, a large oil on 
canvas which took six difficult 
months to complete. The event 
produced written questions and 
answers in the House of Com- 
mons and a tirade of abuse from 
the national press, not to men- 
tion a topic for debate on the 
radio programme Any Ques- 
tions. While the episode made 
him a household name, the 
longer-term effects were, 
arguably, more detrimental. 

He chose not to live in Lon- 
don or join fellow abstract 
artists in St Ives, preferring the 
independence of a village in 
Kent between 1953 and 195S. 
This period saw the continued 
development of large landscape 
structures, as well as “side- 
roads" into sculptural subjects 
and minimalist colour paintings, 
which openly acknowledged 
the influence of Nicolas de 
Stael. These works have still to 
be properly exhibited. Man- 
Man (1953). for example, paint- 
ed for the Contemporary Art 
Society but at the last minute 
withdrawn from display at the 
Tate Gallery, has its first Lon- 
don showing in the current 
golden jubilee exhibition at the 
Redfem Gallery. 

Gear was out of critical 
favour for most of the 1 960s and 
1970s. He exhibited more ir- 
regularly. despite returning to 
the use of dark structures bro- 
ken by selected movements and 
light-inflected primary colours. 
While contemporaries ques- 
tioned his move to Eastbourne 
as Curator of the Towner An 
Gallery (1958-64), Gear's re- 
sponse was to tuke on the Pur- 
chase Committee. He changed 
the local authority's collection 
policy from Victorian and local 
views to securing the foundation 
of a major collection of post-war 
British ait. 

His move to Birmingham 
came with the appointment as 
Head of the Faculty of Fine Art, 



Gear In his studio. 1973: questions In tiie House of Commons Photograph: David Gear 


Birmingham College of An. in 
1964. a post held until retire- 
ment in 1975. by which time he 
had become increasingly un- 
interested in the growing bu- 
reaucracy surrounding art ed- 
ucation." His support and 
encouragement to artists living 
in Birmingham however con- 
tinued with the purchases made 
for Birmingham Museums and 
Art Gallery on behalf of the 
Friends organisation ( 1987-94) 
as well as for his own personal 
collection. Most recently be in- 
stigated the idea of a gallery of 
modern art in Birmingham! 


Fortunately, the last 15 years 
have also gone some way to re- 
verse the years of neglect. Gear 
and Stephen Gilbert (also Scot- 
tish) were the only British artists 
included in the major Cobra 
1948-51 exhibition at the Musee 
dArt Modeme. Paris, in 1982. 
The Cobra enthusiast Karel 
van Stuijvenberg has been a 
prominent patron and, in 1995, 
Gear took delight in attending 
the opening of the Cobra Mu- 
seum of Modem Art in Am- 
stelveen. near Amsterdam. He 
was equally proud of his iOtis 
overdue election to the Royal 


Academy in 1995. and in the last 
years relished working with the 
fluidity and strong colours of oO 
stick. 

Tessa Sldcy 

William Gear, painter and 
teacher horn MethiL Fife 5 Au- 
gust 1915; Curator, Towner Art 
Gallery, Eastbourne 1958-64; 
Head of Department of Fine 
An, Birmingham Ptytechnic 
(Birmingham College of Art and 
Design) 1964-75; RA 1995; 
married 1949 Charlotte Chertok 
(died 1988; two sons); died 
Birmingham 27 February 1997. 


Notorious B.I.G. 


Last Friday. British record ex- 
ecutives and media were treat- 
ed to an exclusive playback of 
Notorious B.l.G.'s forthcoming 
album. Life After Death. On it 
was a track called “You’re No- 
body (Til Somebody Kills 
You*)" which the New York 
rapper dedicated to his rival the 
late Tupac Shakur who was 
murdered in Las Vegas in 
September last year. 

Yesterday came the news 
that Notorious B.I.G. had him- 
self been gunned down as be left 
a party in California. As in a bad 
movie, life imitates art and rap 
repeats itself. 

Born Christopher Wallace 
24 years ago. B.I.G. grew up in 
the Bedford Stuyvesant area, 
one of the toughest neigh- 
bourhoods in Brooklyn, New 
York. His childhood w-as bleak, 
surrounded by crackheads and 
drug dealers! Indeed, by his 
teens, Notorious B.I.G. had 
fallen for the life style that was 
all around him. 'Hustlers were 
my heroes." he later admitted. 
“Everything happened on the 
strip I grew up in. It didn't mat- 
ter where you went, it was all in 


An editor striding along Fleet 
Si reel with her cloak flowing had 
a profound influence on a spe- 
cialist sphere of nursing - c>ccu- 
pjtii >nal health nursing: or. as the 
journal which Margaret Williams 
edited originally termed its 
readers, industrial nurses. 

The workplace nurse was 
the product of enlightened em- 
ployers - in 1842-4ti three own- 
ers of slate quarries in North 
Wales set up an occupational 
health service and the first 
recorded occupational health 
nurse was Jane Williams, 
matron of Penrhyn Quarry 
Hospital from 1S58 to 1875. 

As cdiior nf Occupational 
Health, researcher and writer. 



B.I.G.: ‘Ready to die' 


your face.’’ The rapper did it all: 
hanging around street corners, 
acting as a look-out. making 
deals. Soon, (he fun and games 
look a darker turn. The police 
and rival gangs were after him 
and several of his friends got 
shot and ended up in coffins. 

When he wasn’t dealing, the 
young Chris was making music. 
As Biggie Smalls, he rapped 
with the Old Gold Brothers 
crew and borrowed a couple of 
turntables, a mike, a mixer and 
a cassette deck to do some 


Margaret Williams presided over 
the transformation of the nurse 
in industry from the first-aider 
lo the pro-3ciive occupational 
health nurse with an educational 
role for employers and em- 
ployees which evolved into to- 
day's highly trained consultant 
concerned with the working 
environment of all staff, from 
cleaner to company director. 

She came late to nursing at 
27, having previously worked at 
Crovdon aerodrome and As- 
prey's. the jewellers. She took 
her general nursing training at 
King's College Hospital. Lon- 
don. and part one of the qual- 
ification for a midwife. She 
went, however, immediately 


scratching and record himself 
over the breakbiis. Word got 
around the neighbourhood and 
a tape landed in the hands of 
Big Daddy Kane's Mister Cee. 
The DJ passed the demo on to 
an editor at the Source, Amer- 
ica's No l hip-hop magazine. 
Wallace was featured in the 
“Unsigned Hvpe" column 
and was then introduced to 
Sean “Puffy" Combs, the mav- 
erick figure behind Bad Boy 
Entertainment. 

By 1993. the rapper had be- 
come Notorious B.I.G. and was 
guesting on Mary J. Bilge's 
-Real Love" and" Stipe real's 
“Dolly My Baby ". The strategy 
was already paving off but. to 
gain further exposure. B.I.G. 
recorded "'Party and Bullshit", 
which was included in the 
soundtrack to the movie H7to V 
the Man. 

The following year the rap- 
per completed his debut album, 
the prophetically tided Ready To 
Die, which chronicled his tran- 
sition from a life of crime to the 
rap rhymes. Singles like "Juicy". 
"One More Chance " and “Big 
Poppa" reached the Billboard 


into industry, obtaining the in- 
dustrial nursing certificate of the 
Royal College of Nursing in 
1943. In 1950 she became the 
first qualified occupational 
health nursing tutor. 

From 1947 to 1954 Williams 
was a member of the research 
and development team at Mil- 
ton Antiseptics Ltd. working on 
irrigation envelopes for the 
treatment of burns. In 1959she 
undertook an Occupational 
Health Section of the Royal 
College of Nursing survey of 
current surgical dressing 
techniques in Industry. 

Another study she carried 
out. published in 1981. was nn 
counselling in occupational 


top five, the last track earning 
the rap single of the year award 
from the publication. The album 
went platinum, selling over a 
million copies in the US. B.I.G. 
was also voted Best New Artist. 
Best Live Performer and Lyri- 
cist of the Year by the Source. 
the magazine which had given 
him his first break. On a rare 
UK visit, he proved himself the 
equal of the swingbeal star R. 
Kelly, w hom he was supporting 
at Wembley arena. He was in 
even more stellar company, 
guesting on Michael Jackson's 
HlSiory - Past. Present and 
Future Book ). 

Bul if you could take the rap- 
per out of the neighbour hi md 
you couldn't take the hood nut 
of the rapper. B.I.G. formed a 
group called M_A.F.I.A. with 
some of his former hustler 
friends and appeared on their 
Conspiracy album. 

In May >905 he allegedly beat 
up a man in a dispute over j 
cancelled performance in New 
Jersey. The argument was even- 
tually settled with a 525.000 pay- 
off this January. Lum. year. 
B.I.G. wfeJJcd a baseball bat to 


health nursing. She observed 
that it occupies 5 percent ol all 
time spent on occupational 
health work. 

As the cobbler's children arc 
the worse shod, so Britain's 
largest single workforce, in the 
National Health Service, had 
only a patchy workplace service. 
From 1971 to 1^74 Williams, al- 
though herself suffering pain 
from osteoporosis, was techni- 
cal officer to the occupational 

health survey team set up by the 
TUC Centenary Institute of 
Occupational Health to lookul 
the care of the health of hospi- 
tal staff. She had earlier been 
concerned with the RC'N's 
memorandum. .4 Hospital Oc« 


autograph hunters and was sen- 
tenced to 100 hours of com- 
munity service. A few months 
later, police checking a parking 
complaint found marijuana and 
firearms at Wallace's New Jer- 
sey home. In the autumn, 
Brooklyn patrol caught B.I.G. 
smoking u joint in a parked car 
and charged him with drug 
possession. 

But. worst of all was the 
long-running feud between No- 
torious B.I.G.. Sean Combs 
and Bad Boy on one side and 
Tupac Shakur. Marion “Suge” 
Knight and Death Row records 
on 1 he other. Shakur was con- 
vinced that Wallace was some- 
how involved in a 1994 robbery 
in which Shakur was wounded 
and robbed of S40.Q00-worth of 
jewellery. The dispute festered 
and became an open wound be- 
tween the East Coast and West 
Coast scene. After Shakur's 
murder in Las Vegas. Notorious 
B.I.G. was one of the few hip- 
hop siarv not involved in the rap 
peace summit in Harlem. 

However, with the forth- 
coming release of Life After 
Death I featuring guests like 


atpanotial Health Service (1964 ), 
which led to the Tunbridge 
committee on the subject. 

In 1965 Williams was ap- 
pointed editor of Occupational 
Health. When she visited nurs- 
es in the Geld they found the aca- 
demic was a very practical nurse, 
helpful in her advice. As editor 
she encouraged others in her 
profession. Her own mentor, Ir- 
ene Charley, a pioneer industrial 
nurse of the previous generation, 
taught her to accept nothing 
without question. This, the ba- 
sis of her research, was the bur- 
den af her editorials, and, long 
after she retired in 1972, her 
prolific writing. 

Laurence Dopson 


Lil’ Kim), Wallace seemed 
ready to face up to his ghosts 
and make amends. Tracks 
like "Notorious Thugs" (with.. 
Bone-Thugs-N-Harmony) and 
“You’re Nobody (TO Somebody 
Kills You)" indicate as much. 
The sleeve depicting the rapper , 
standing next to a hearse with 
a B.I.G. numberplate will no 
doubt become the subject of l 
much analysis and controversy 
by a hip-hop scene in which , 
some people still maintain that I 
Tupac Shakur faked his own 
death. 

As Notorious B.I.G. told £#7- 
board magazine Iasi week: T 
bring the problems and the sit- 
uations that I've been through 
in my life into my music. 
“You're Nobody’ (TD Somebody 
Kills You)" is my favourite 
track. I like what the book is 
saying. 

"It brings to mind the ex- 
pression You’ll miss me when 
I'm gone’." 

Pierre Pc none 


Christopher Wallace (Notorious 
B.I.G.), rap anise bom 1972; died 
Los Angeles 8 March 1997. . 



Williams: occupational heatth 


May Margaret Durrani, nurse and 
editor bom London 21 May 
1912; married 1956 Richard 
Williams; died Isleham , Cam- 
bridgeshire 18 February 1997. 


Margaret Williams 


David Mann 


David Mann’s life- provides a 
stark allegory of a generation of 


forts to Catholicise the Church 
of England from within as a 
true expression of Christianity 
proved unavailing, but who nev- 
ertheless influenced innumer- 
able lives for the good by their 
integrity and selfless d e di c a ti on. 

The years immediately fol- 
lowing the Second World War 
were a period of strong Anglo- 
Catholic confidence in the 
Church of England. There was 
a Labour government, industrial 
and city parishes to revive, fre- 
quently in the face of shun 
clearance- and new bousing es- 
tates where churches were built 
for the first time and work had 
to start from scratch. 

Fbremost among Anglican 
theological colleges which met 
these needs was Kelham, in 
Nottinghamshire, the house of 
the Society of the Sacred Mis- 
sion. The society was a religious 
order unique for two factors: it 
provided a long, thorough and 
disciplined priestly formation 
and admitted bright working- 
class students, thus enabling 
men who would otherwise have 
been debarred from ordina- 
tion. Many of the most effective 
priests of the post-war years 
were trained there. Among 
them was David Mann. 

Mann was bora in New 
Cross, south London, in 1929, 
the second son of Thomas 
Mann, a clerk in the 'Woolwich 
Dockyard. He never ceased to 
be an Old Kent Road cockney. 
He was educated at St Olave’s 
School, Southwark, and when 
war was declared in 1939 was 
evacuated with the school to 
Tbrquay. in Devon. He was bil- 
leted with a family of two spin- 
sters and a bachelor brother, the 
Pristons, who ran a tobacconist’s 
and were devout members of St 
Luke's Church. There Mann 
came under die influence of Fa- 
ther Peter Oynick, an Anglo- 
Catholic warhprse, and was 
prepared for confirmation. 
When he returned to London he 
did National Service, worked for 

a year at the Gas, light and Coke 

Company, Lambeth, and in 1951 
was accepted as a Southwark 
ordinand for training ar Kelham. 

Mann had a keen intelli- 
gence, was a fast reader and eas- 
ily assimilated knowledge. He 
was a conscientious student 
and was decisively influenced by 
Father Stephen Bedale, the di- 
rector of studies. He earned the 
nickname “Chopsy” because 
he would seldom keep his 
mouth shut; he maintained a 
barrage of jokes, mimicry and 
caustic observations and showed 
a tendency towards cynicism. 
This disguised a warm, affec- 
tionate nature. He was very 
funny and was mistakenly 
thought a buffoon, an impres- 
sion he found hard to shake off. 

Kelham produced priests 
trained to get on with the job, 
centre their fives on prayer, the 
office and the Eucharist, and 
equipped them with an theo- 
logical education. Discipline 
was severe, the ethos was 
Catholic, extremism was dis- 
couraged. Students were sent to 
their first curacies on the as- 
sumption that the college knew 
what was best for them; few 
errors of judgement were made. 

Maim was ordained in 1955 
by Bishop Noel Hudson, of 
Newcastle, to the parish of St 
Matthew’s, Newcastle. Hudson 
was an outstanding bishop; he 
embodied the solid, if un- 
demonstrative, strain of Tyne- 
side Anglo-Catholicism to 
which Mann quickly adapted In 
1959 he was presented to Christ 
Church, Shieldfield a difficult, 
run-down parish in a poor dis- 
trict of Newcastle; he remained 
there for 16 years. 

Mann introduced the Com- 
pany of Mission Priests, a body 
set up during the war by Kelham 
and the Community of the Res- 
urrection, Mirfield to work in 
hard parishes. It was based 
upon a common life; two priests 
would combine their stipends to 
provide for a third; living was 
frugal; cars were prohibited as 
luxuries. It was during this pe- 
riod that Mann became known 
as a shrewd trainer of curates 
and a relentless worker. His 
maxim was keep praying, keep 
smiling, keep marching. This 
had disadvantages. He left no 
time for affective friendships and 
his definite opinions and over- 
bearing manner could at times 
drive his colleagues to distrac- 


tion. But as a rule he had good 
relations with bus staff, especially 
those with whom he could row 
without recrimination- 

in 1975 the Crown present- 
ed David Mann to the parish of 
St Andrew’s, Kingsbmy, m the 
Diocese of London. Kinj^bury 
was part of the vast inter-war 
suburban expansion of Mid- 
dlesex. When Mann arrived 
the parish was changing, a Jew- 
ish, Indian and West Indian 
population had moved in and a 

settled white community was re- 
placed by transients. He estab- 
lished a policy of assimilation, 
refused to tolerate racism and 

broke down the possessiveness 

of an old guard resistant to 
change. He valued St Andrew s 
aidriiecture and the magnificent 
furniture by Street, Pearson 
and Burges but did not become 
enslaved by it; he kept the 
church open throughout the day 
and was only once robbed. The 
grandiose vicarage was aban- 
doned and replaced by a 
simple modern substitute. 

Mann rarely allowed his in- 
ner fe e lm g s to come between 
himself and his people. He pre- 
sented hims elf with cockney 
insouciance but behind this 
facade he, became subject to 
black depression and a down- 
ward spiral of negativity which 
his wisdom could not mitigate. 
What bad begun as mild cyni- 
cism turned into a progressive 
strain of bitterness. His natur- 
al accom plishm ents as a parish 
priest seemed to bring him 
little satisfaction. 

This decline was partly caused 
by weakening health but more 
by the changes that had taken 
place in theCburch of England 
in the late Sixties and Seventies, 
the rise of liberal Protestantism, 
secularism, the waning of Anglo- 
Cat hoficism and its ebb into 
decadent ineptitude. 

Mann maintained loyalty to 
the National Church, defended 
its Catholic claims and refused 
to believe that the parent 
Church of Anglicanism would 
ever sanction the ordination of 



Maim: definite opinions 

women, despite developments 
in other parts of the Commu- 
nion. When this was perceived 
as an inevitability that no op- 
position, however informed, or 
well organised, would prevent, 
he lost faith and in 1989 retired 
from Kingsbury and was quiet- 
ly received into the Roman 
Catholic Church at Ampleforth. 

Mann's final years were 
dogged by failing sight and de- 
teriorating health. He was 60 
when he became a Catholic; he 
realised that his age and en- 
feebled powers would act as an 
obstacle to re-ordination and so 
did not offer himself for the 
priesthood. He moved to a 
small house at Norton-on- 
Derwent, in the North Riding 
of Yorkshire, where he chose to 
live an isolated, ascetic, lonely 
life relieved only by corre- 
spondence, gardening and oc- 
casional visitors. He cut himself 
off from his friends and installed 
a telephone only after he had 
had a heart attack. He contin- 
ued to say the office and attend 
Mass daily; he made generous 
gifts to his local church includ- 
ing altar plate, but took hardly 
any part in parish life. 

Mann appeared to find little 
happiness as a Catholic but his 
dejection was motivated more 
by regret that his work had, in 
his view, come to nothing and 
he had wasted his life in a body 
that proved to be Protes&nt and 
congregational 

Anthony Symondson SI 

David Peter Mann, priest: bom 
London 9 September 1929; or- 
dained deacon 1955. priest 1956; 
Curate, St Matthew’s, Newcastle 
1955-59; Vicar, Christ Church, 
Shieldfield 1959-75; Vicar, St 
Andrew’s, Kingsbury 1975-89; 
died 2 March 1997. 


DEATHS 

HOPKLN5: On March 1 W. Dr An- 
thony Hopkins MD FFPHM FaCP 
FRCP act-d 5^ war*. Etearh- k'u.tl 
husband of EUrafoth and faihJr of Fc- 
In. •Nicholas and Edu.ni A Funeral pri- 
vate. memorial sar.ice to he 
announced at a liner date. 

SCOTT: Maureen Falncia. Retired 
Chief Officer of Health Visitor Train- 
ins Adminisiraima Northern Ire- 
land, laic of ChcMcrtuo. Cambridge, 
cjster fu Brian and mother of Shaun, 
died suddenK' in Cambridge on Mon- 
day 3 March I***?, ai;ca T 0 wars. 
Funeral to tv.it Cambridge City Cre- 
matorium at lZJOpmon fhujsliy LI 
March. Family flower, twlv. hui do- 
nations to the Chest. Heart and 
Stroke Association, of 21 Dublin 
Road- Bellas*. Nonbem Ireland. 

SL4DEN: Peacefully on Thursday 6 
March 1 997, Geltia ( nev MacGregor J. 
aged 86. wife of the late Squadron 
Leader .Algernon (Tctryi Stolen DSD 
and previously wife of Squadron 
Leader the Hon Greville tJoekj 
Bas’d, titled in jcimn IW3. Beloved 
mother of Ceaoan. Rinalda and .An- 
gus. Funeral. Si Stephens Church. 


Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

— «. 

BaughursL Hampshire. 2pm. Friday 
l- March. No flowers please, dona- 
tions lo rhe RAF BcnecolenL Fund, 
c.'o Ah fey View Funeral Home. Bas- 
ingiiolce. telephone i»12Sb &51231. 

AnnomuTmenLi for Gazelle BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS ■ sink. Adop- 
tion*. Merriii e*%. Death*. Memorial «r- 
rtcir*. Writing ranrremrln. In 
Men Miami ihould be vent in writing u> 
the Gazette Edlioc The Independent 1 
Canada S41UR. Camnj Wharf. London 
EU5DL.IcMb»» d W01T|.jai 2011 04- 
boar answering martin* 0171.293 2012) 
or bud lo 0171-393 2010. and are charged 
si £6JH) a Hue 1 VAT ntnf. OTHER 
Gazelle announce menu I notices. Iubc- 
Ums. Forfbenoung marriages. Marriages) 
must be subadUri in writing and are 
charted at *10 ■ line. VAT mrB - 
Include a daytime te ,e P honc number. 


Birthdays 

Prince Edward. -V Sir Latvrencc 
Airey. former Chairman. Board of In- 
land Revenue. 7l; Sir Robert Bell- 
inger. former Lord Mayor yf 
London. .’S 7 : Sir Paul Condon. Com- 
missioner. Metropolitan Police. jU: 
Baroness FuIJwndcr. former Private 
and Political Secretary to Lord Wil- 
son of Ricvjutx, t s 5: Mr Fou T>’orc. 
pianist. f»3: Sir An“u> Fraser, forme’ 
Chairman. Board ot Customs und Et- 
tisv. 6°: Mr Warren Hauksley MP. 
54; Mr Terr. Holmes, rugby player. 
40; Mr Hugh Johnson. '*ine con- 
noisseur. 53; General Sir John Lear- 
mom. former Quarter Master 
General Ministry ot Defence. &J: Mr 
Anthony Leonard, Chief Consta- 
ble. Humberside, 5& Mr Graeme 
Odcers. Chairman. Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission, o*: Sir 
Michael Si raker, former chairman. 
Northumbrian Water. 'i9-. Mr Peter 
WormaltL Registrar General lor 
England and Wales, ol. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Henry Watson Fowler, author 
0 t Eiizksl; t‘w?e. !n 5 .s. Deoths: Kun- 
<Lini;n Ustir.o-.-ich Chernenko. Russ- 
ian leader. IPm. On this day: the lira 
m-y.ie to be made in Hollywood was 
released D.W. Gntfi til's film In t'HJ 
Cali 19 lu. Today is Common- 
wealth Day and the Feast Day of St 
Annsiasi.i Pairian, St DnKfowus or 
Dr.'tle. St Hyraelin, St John Ojuhie. 
Si Kosog. St Macarius of Jeru-tdern 
and St Simplicius, pope. 
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The following notes of judg- 
ments were prepared by ihe re- 
porters of Lhe.4// England Law 
Repnns. 

Costs 

Electricity Supply Nominees Ltd v Ter- 
rence Fundi Sc am C\ tKcaacdz ft- 
ltrr Gibson LJJ. Buckley J j 3 Feb 1997. 

The rule thm interest on an 
award ot costs ran from the date 
of judgment applied equally to 
a consent order unless its forms 
indicated otherwise. An inten- 
tion that interest should ran 
from the later date of taxation 
of costs could nni be inferred 
from the standard recital that 
"such costs when taxed or 
agreed shall be paid . . ." The 
muking of a final order did not 
disable the court which made 
it. otherwise functus officio . 


CA S E SU M ARIES ae f m 4ont ,■ Mitsui McFarland 

' * — ■" (Edward Lewis & Co) far tfte second 

20 March 1997 defendant 


from making further orders 
(such as in the present case) 
regarding its enforcement. 

Jeremy Morgan ( Etmheds } for die 
plaintiff; Re^er Sten-ar! (Warner Crans- 
ton. and Reynolds Pnner Chamberlain l 
for the second to fourth defendants. 

Insolvency 

Moore St our v Gadd a anr. Re Fkrmte. 
er (Products) Lid; CA iBufkx-SJoss, 
ter Gibson. Potter LUj 2 Feb 1997. 
An action brought by liquida- 
tors under s 214 of the- Insol- 
vency Act 1986 claiming 
contribution from directors 
who allegedly knew or reason- 
able ought to have known that 
liquidation was unavoidable 


ranked for the purposes of the Rape 

Limitation Act 1980 as a claim a v staw, A-G’s Reference No 28 of 
to recover any sum recoverable 199&CA(CrDfr)fLwdBiaghamCi 
virtue of any enactment’ 9 aiid.. Hwdea, HoOand jj) zijaa 1997. 
consequently became statute- Prostitutes, like anyone else, 
barred on expiry of ihe six-year were entitled to the law's pro- 
period under s 9(1) of that Att, tection, and to insist tliat they 
such period starting io run were unwill ing tn have sexual 
from the date the company intercourse unless their pait- 
went jnto insolvent liqtxida- ners were protected. Where a 
tion. Toe need to bring such defendant insisted on sexual 
proceedings “in the course of intercourse without protection, 
winding up did notimpose a and without the woman's 
limitation period as such and consent imposed l ife sexual 
therefore could not operate to demands by force, it was 
exclude the 1980 Act. . undoubtedly rap** 

David OSm-QC (im Iaipm Broom- -Marir Dermis (CPS)' far die Attorney 

^^■tivB^dmJSgriDcntsQC Ga^ mchruiGktm (Offenbach 

Saiuh Hannan (SprecherGmr)fmthe A Co) for the offender 
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business 


Reed investors nervous as volatile media group prepares its results 


teed International hasbeeira 
vol^fle stock in recent months 
and investors win be loo king f„ T 
reassurance from the radia 
gonp tins weekiwiien it reports 
its foil-year results. 

. The shares took a severe 
knock in December when 
Reed warned that the strength 
of sterling would dent mis 
year s profits. The shares shed 
5 per cent of their value with 
some CS^obsezVersemressmg 
nervousness about Reetf s ccra- 
ments that it was finding it 
difficult to find suitable acqui- 
sitions. Reed has been tipped 
m k>me quarters, to under- 
take a major strike with a 
range of possible targets in- 
cluding Bloomberg. Even 
Reuters and Ptearaon have been 
mentioned. 

Reed-watchers will be look- 
ing- for clues on whether the 
company wfll gear up for a 
£2bn-pto “biggie" or content 
itself with smaller, bolt-on 
deals suds as the £100m pur- 
chase ofTblley, the legal pub- 


lisher picked up fro m United 
News and Media last autumn. 

- highlighted is the cost ^trans- 
ferring Reed's material from 

, hard copy to electronic distri- 
bution in- its' scientific an d 
travel markets. 

Reed is creating what it" 
claims will be the world’s 
largest scientific database, 
"which will bold twice the 
amount of information cur- 
rently available on the Internet. 

Reed, hopes. to maty all of its 
1,200 scientific titles available 
. raftbe World Wide Web this 
year. The database is expected 
to cost around £15m-£18m to 
develop. . 

Though some anaiysts have 
expressed concern that Reed 

- seems intent on sacrificing 
higb-raargm activities to invest 
in new technologies, others 
feel the is the right 'direction 
with electronic media becom- 
ing increasingly important. 
I^styeax dectitnticpublishing 
accounted for 20 per cent of 


group sales compared to vir- 
tually nothing five years ago. 

. There maybe more dues on 
the impending sale of Reed’s 
consumer books division which 
was pnt up for safe in 1995. The 
process has been a stop-start 
afiair with the safe being pufled 
after ah auction drew bids of 
only a fraction of the £250m 
Reed had hoped to fetch. 

Reed sold its a dolt fiction ti- 
tles 'to Random House last 
month for £20m. This saw 
some of Britain’s best-known 
imprints such as Heinemann. 
-Minerva, Methuen and sjndafr 
Stevenson change hands. The 
imprints publish a number of 
top authom such as Umberto 
Eco, Roddy Doyle and Sue 
Townsend- Reed said it was 
selling the diviaon as the adult 
fiction market was po larising 
between veiy large companies 
able to take advantage of sig- 
nificant economies of scale 
and small specialist business- 
es serving niche sectors. The 
adult fiction division account- 
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ed for rally 1 percent of Reed 
profits. 

There has been recent talk 
that the remainder of the con- 
sumer books business, which 
includes reference, filnstrated 


Reed International 
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books and children’s titles, 
might soon be sold to its man- 
agement team. Reed has been 
hoping for a deal around the 
£15Qm mark. 

With Reed now expected to 
concentrate on professional 
book and business division ac- 
quisitions the market will be 
looking for information on to 
what extent these will drive 
earnings growth. 

Nat West markets is ex- 
pecting Reed's 1996 profits to 
show a 7 per cent increase to 
£879.9m. Group turnover is 
expected to be down 6 per cent, 
largely due to disposals in the 
consumer division. The fastest 
revenue growth should come 
from the professional publish- 
ing business where Leris-Notis 
continues to make impressive 


g rogress and where the bene- 
t of acquisitions, such as the 
Tblley deal, should be felt 
Problems in the travel business 
should be offset by a strong per- 
formance in the exhibitions 
division. 

It is a busy week for the 
media sector with Yorkshire 
lyne-Tees, Mirror Group and 
United News and Media all 
reporting. YTT’s shares 
continue to be driven by the 
expectation of a possible 
takeover and the likelihood a 
si gnifican t reduction in its li- 
cence payments some time 
this year. Analysts are expect- 
ing a sharp increase in foil-year 
profits to £28m. 

Mirror Group's results may 
be affected by higher promo- 
tion and newsprint costs but 
should still show a modest 
profits gain to£S0zn in the foil 
year to December. 

United News & Media’s re- 
sults will be the group’s maiden 
figures since the merger with 
MAI. Though the results will 


be distorted by a range of ex- 
ceptional items the underfiring 
businesses are performing 
strongly. Full-year profits of 
£280m are expected. The best 
performances should come 
from broadcasting and business 

services while consumer pub- 
lishing and money-broking will 
be less spectacular. 

In other sectors Friday will 
see the latest tidings from 
United Biscuits, the troubled 
McVitie's snacks group. The 
company has been under pres- 
sure after a disastrous run 
which has had some call for the 
bead of chief executive Eric 
Nicoli. However, he has the 
support of the board. 

The results will be scarred by 
exceptional losses, possibly as 
high as £100m. Having exited 
the cut-throat American 
market and sold its Ross frozen 
vegetables division, UB is con- 
centrating on markets where it 
has higher market shares and 
the underlying performance 
should be encouraging. 


UB has regained market 
share from Frito in Australia 
and the UK is thought to be 
making progress. But the on- 
going battle with PepsiCo will 
dent profits in Europe. Nat- 
West is forecasting pre-ex- 
ceptional profits of around 
£109m. 

Also reporting next week is 
Rentobil. the ratcatcher, which 
absorbed the BET business 
services empire after a bitterly 
contested takeover battle last 
year. 

Second-half trading has 
been tougher than expected, 
though the group is still 
thought to be on target to 
achieve its perennial target of 
20 per cent earnings growth. 
Full-year profits of £317m are 
expected against the previous 
year's £214.5m. There will be 
around £10zn of costs relating 
to the reorganisation of BET. 
BET made a disappointing 
profits contribution in the first 
half and is thought io have con- 
tinued to struggle. 
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BUSINESS & CITY EDITOR: JEREMY WARNER 



s top two in line for £500,000 bonuses 



Chris Godstnark 

Business Correspondent 


Sir lain Vallance: Rewarded 
for 'outstanding' year 


The two most senior executives 
running British Telecom art- 
each likely to receive £5tlU.U00 
bonuses this year, almost dou- 
bling their annual salaries and 
catapulting them into the select 
group of British business lead- 
ers paid more than tlm a year. 

Industry sources said annual 
cash bonuses for Sir Iain Val- 
Jance. BT chairman, and Sir Pe- 
tcr Eton field, chief executive, 
would be raised dramatically in 
recognition of their "outstand- 


ing” performance during 19%. 
which saw the £ !3bn merger an- 
nouncement with L/S long-dis- 
tance partner MCI and several 
other overseas deals, including 
BT's Ubn stake in a French 
joint venture. 

The executive pay committee 
headed by Sir Colin Marshall. 
BT's deputy chairman, is 
thought to have approved the 
increases in principle and will 
meet later this month to sign off 
the payouts. The group's 
scheme limits annual bonuses at 
50 per cent of salary, raising the 
prospect that Sir Colin's com- 


mittee may temporarily remove 
the cap to reflect what analysis 
agree has been an “exceptional 
year” for the company. 

BT previously insisted its ex- 
ecutive pay structure met the 
best practice recommendations 
of the Greenbury Committee, 
which said pay should reflect 
performance. The company is 
likely to argue that Sir Iain's 
bonus increase would be justi- 
fied because he was the main 
driving force behind the MCI 
deal. Sir Iain's basic pav went 
up by £20.000 to £500.000. 
while Sir Peter's salorv has 


already risen this year bv 
£95,000 to £570000. 

A £500.000 bonus for Sir 
lain would represent an increase 
of more than 200 per cent on his 
last discretionary payout of 
£162.000 for the year to the end 
of March 1996. which itself 
represented a 40 per cent rise 
on 1995. Similar comparisons 
are not possible For Sir Peter, 
who joined jBT from computer 
giant ICL at the start of 19%. 

One analyst, who did not 
want to be named, suggested 
BT's complex system of execu- 
tive bonuses, based around per- 


sonal performance targets, 
could be revised to reflect the 
MCI merger. Each year staff are 
encouraged to improve upon 
Individual performance criteria. 
This suggests the bonus in- 
creases could be duplicated for 
other board members and senior 
executives. Another winner 
would be Robert Brace, finance 
director designate of the merged 
group, to be renamed Concert. 
His basic salarv has already 
risen by £50.000' to £250.000. 

The bonuses will be disclosed, 
in BT's annual report, to be 
published in May. However, BT 


could face a summer of dis- 
content from its band of small 
investors, similar to the furore 
over British Gas's 75 per .cent 
pay rise for its former chief 
executive. Cedric Brown. 

At the annual general meet- 
ing in July shareholders will also 

be asked to approve a replace- 
ment for BT's complex long- 
term executive bonus scheme, 
introduced in 1994. which could 
gjve managers up to a further 
100 per cent of basic salary, paid 
out in the company* s shares. Sir 
Colin's team is expected to 
propose a simpler scheme. 


The annual bonuses will nar- 
row the pay gap between BT’s 
senior management and MU is, 
where staff have traditionally 

been paid partly with generous 
share options. Ben Roberts, 
MCPs chairman, is expected to 
receive cash and shares worth 
almost $90m (£55m) if the deal 
is approved, while some 200 em- 
ployees will make at least Sim 
each from the merger. 

Staff at MCI are unhappy at 
BT’s plans to end the share 
option culture, fearing irwould 
remove their incentive to out- 
perform competitors. 




Barings boss 
not challenge 
-year ban 


Jill Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 

lun Hopkins, ihe former head 
of treasury and rfak at Barings, 
has decided not in appeal 
uuainsl an independent City 
tribunal's Jecision to ban him 
Irani working a* a director of a 
securities company in Lundon, 
even though he’ reject" its 
findings. 

He had until Iasi Friday to 
appeal against the tribunal's 
ruling over the case brought 
against Mr Hopkins by the 
Securities and Futures Auth- 
ority l S FA). the City regulator, 
in January. He was also required 
n*pu> nil.IKH) in costs. 

Mr Hnpkin". who has re- 
fused to participate in the reg- 
ulaturv procedures of the SFA. 
insisted that he rejected the 
lindings ol the disciplinary 
panel. He sjid he found the 
decision if brand him as “un- 
fit" in act as a director of a se- 
curities company as "odious''. 
He added: ”1 disregard it. 1 
reject it.” 

He was among a number of 
former Barings executives 


against whom the SFA brought 
disciplinary charges after the 
downfall of the bank in 1995. It 
collapsed after the Singapore- 
based trader. Nick Leeson. ran 
up losses of more than £8lNftn 
through unauthorised trading. 

Mr Hopkins subsequently 
claimed he wax a whistle- 
blower, telling the Commons 
Treasury Select Committee in- 
vestigation into Barings last 
year lhal his attempts to warn 
more senior Barings executives 
about potential problems h3d 
gone unheeded. 

The SFA has not vet 
published the findings of ihe 
tribunal hui Mr Hopkins 
confirmed for the first lime 
lhal he had been banned from 
the register of directors for 
three years and ordered to pay 
costs of 1 10.000. in addition to 
being f. »und to be “unfit “to act 
as director of a securities 
company. 

Mr Hopkins claimed that 
he had been urged by a senior 
executive of the SFA to nego- 
tiate a settlement of the 
charges in the same way that 
Mare WaJz, his former col- 


league. had. She was not 
banned by the regulator but 
received a reprimand and was 
required to pay the sum of 
£5.000 towards costs afLer 
agreeing to settle with the SFA 
instead of taking her case to a 
tribunal. 

He said he too may have been 
able to escape being branded as 
“unfit" to act as director if he 
had agreed to settle. But to do 
so would have required Mr 
Hopkins to admit he failed to 
act with “due skill, care and dili- 
gence". He explained: “To me. 
it would he selling my soul. Had 
1 done that, 1 would have 
avoided an unfit declaration and 
got away with a reprimand." 

The SFA w hich cannot pub- 
lish the outcome of tribunals 
until the appeals process has 
been completed, confirmed it 
had offered Mr Hopkins the 
chance to follow the settle- 
ment process available to all 
City executives. 

But the SFA which should he 
free to reveal the outcome of 
the tribunal this week, said 
there were no terms and con- 
ditions attached to otfer. 


Labour warns utilities 
not to attack tax plans 


£2.8bn 
subsidy 
for Nat 



Chris Godsmark 


Labnur will Jo Jay warn heads 
of the privatised utilities not to 
indulge in public attacks on the 
party's planned windfall lax 
during the election campaign. 

The assault by John Battle. 

Labour's energy spokesman, 
tii ,i conference of managers in 
London this morning, comes 
after David Jefferies, chairman 
i*f the Electricity .Association 
and i»f the National Grid, used 
a dinner speech last week to 
plead lor the Labour Party to 
drop jhe lax proposal. Mr Bai- 
lie. wh« i was a uuc«l on Mr Jef- 


feries' table ai Ihe dinner, said 
he was given no warning about 
ihe onslaught. 

Mr Bailie said yesterday Mr 
Jefferies' remarks had "echoed 
Conservative policy on the wind- 
fall tax". His speech, the last pol- 
icy address he will give before 
the election, urges utility chiefs 
to work w ith Labour u* imple- 
ment the lax. Mr Batik will 
warn: “It is often difficult t« » have 

a construe live dialogue when 
- ime utility executives ctn msc to 
use megaphone diplomacy in 
support of the Conservative 
propaganda machine. ' 

He w ill say: "We are lacing a 



John Battle: Wants utilities chiefs to work with Labour 


healed few weeks and 1 hope 
that the utility industries will 
continue to work with us to dis- 
cuss the best way forward, 
rather than joining with those 
who u’V public comment and 
after-dinner speeches to close 
down the conversation in favour 
or a political slanging match.” 

Mr Jefferies could not be 
contacted yesterday. National 
Grid said he was speaking in hi" 
capacity as head of the 
Electricity Association, which 
represents privatised power 
companies, and not a> head of 
the transmission business. A 
spokeswoman for the assoc- 
iation said the industry 
"welcomed" Mr Battle's call for 
greater co-operation. 

She said: "Any public com- 
ment on the windfall tax made 
by an electricity industry exec- 
utive will have already been 
voiced privately with senior 
Labour Party representatives. 
Several meetings on the matter 
were held between January and 
June 19%. Subsequently, fur- 
ther meetings were requested by 
the industry but were discour- 
aged by Labour.” 

The speech today also gives 

the clearest indication ycl tftai 
Labour might he prepared u» 
extend the six -month timetable 
for introducing domestic elec- 
tricity competition next year if 
the process looks likely to cause 
disruption to customers. 


Michael Harrison 

The coach group National 
Express, which has emerged 
from rail privatisation as 
Britain's biggest passenger train 
operator, will receive almost 
£2.#bn in subsidies - a third of 
all the taxpayers' money being 
pumped into the network. 

The scale of the support puts 
National Express on a par with 
British Levland. British Coal 
and British’ StceL all recipients 
of huge state handouts in (he 
1970s and 1980s. 

A detailed breakdown of the 
subsidies shows that National 
Express will get £276bn ov er the 
next seven to 15 years to run the 
five passenger franchises it has 
taken over. 

By contrast. Richard Bran- 
son's Virgin Group, which won 
the Cross Country and West 
Coast Mainline franchises, will 
make net payments to the Gov- 
ernment of £353m over the 15- 
year life of the two franchises. 

National Express will receive 
£1 .6b2bn in support to operate 
Scot rail for the next seven years, 
a further i'l.OSobn for Central 
Trains and £220ra in subsidy for 
North London Trains. 

But it will make payments of 
£207m to the rail franchising 
director over the life of its fran- 
chises to operate the Gaiwick 
Express and Midland Main- 
line. which runs InlerCity 
services to the Midlands and the 
North. 

The next biggest recipient of 
state support will be Mersey- 
side-based bus group - MTL 
Trusi Holdings, which will get 
il.Tbn to run the heavily loss- 
making Mersey rail and the 
Regional Railways North East. 

The French group GencraJo 
des Eaux. which operates under 
the name of (annex. is getting 
£%Im to run Network South 
Central and South Eastern. 
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by a group of bus operators, will 
get £905m for the four fran- 
chises it has won. including the 
London-Tiiburv- Southend Line, 
once dubbed the Misery Line. 

In total. £8 Jbn will be paid 
out in subsidies to private rail 
operators between now and 
2012 to enable them to pay Rail- 


track's access charges. National 
Express will receive 34 per cent 
of this. In the coming year it will 
account for 28 per cent of ail 
subsidies, rising to a peak of 45 
per cent in 2003-2004. 

Although National Express 
won the biggest number of 
franchises, it will only rank 


third in market share, based on 
passenger revenues, behind 
Connex and Virgin. 

Last year the rail network 
took £2.7bn in fares. National 
Express franchises will account 
for just over 14 per cent of fare 
income while Connex will get 26 
percent. 


NatWest 
staff face 
sack over 
£ 50 m loss 

Clifford German 

National Westminster Bank is 
expected to take touch disci- 
plinary action this week against 
individuals held responsible for 
£50m of losses incurred by the 
options trading department at 
NatWest Capital Markets, in an 
attempt to head off action by the 
Bank of England. 

A spokesman for NatWest 
confirmed yesterday that the 
independent report into the 
“hole’’ in the department's trad- 
ing book, which is being pre- 
pared by accountants Coopers 
& Ly brand and lawyers Lmk- 
laters & Paines, would be de- 
livered later this week. He said 
the bank intended to take swift 
action over its contents. 

The report is expected to be 
unequivocal and point to poor 
pricing of interest-rate options 
contracts offered by the options 
department, which went unno- 
ticed and uncorrected over a L2- 
monih period. The document is 
likely to blame incompetence 
and poor monitoring and con- 
trols rather than personal gain. 

But City sources also expect 
the bank to take tough and 
prompt action to limit any dam- 
age to confidence in its activi- 
ties and to placate the Bank of 
England, which will also see a 
copy of the report. 

The disciplinary moves could 
involve the dismissal of two or 
three individuals held directly 
responsible for the losses and 
for failing to spot them earlier. 
Up to half a dozen others could 
be demoted or moved sideways 
and the departments involved, 
including the compliance and 
risk management departments 
as well as options trading, could 
be restructured. 

Individual bonuses for 1996. 
some of which have been paid, 
will also be reassessed. NatWest 
declined to comment on 
whether some bonuses would 
have to be paid back. 


Managers say Government 
Euro policy damages UK 


Clifford German 


The institute of Management 
has launched one of the most 
outspoken attacks yet by a busi- 
ness association on the Govern- 
ment's policy towards Europe, 
claiming the Conservative 
approach has damaged British 
interests abroad. 

In its pre-election manifesto, 
the institute, which has 7f>.O0O 
members, insists the L1K must 

be a l Ihe centre of the debate 
over the single European 
currency. Urging a policy of 
“constructive ensagentenL" the 
manifesto says " there arc 
dangers in the way the UK is 
perceived in Europe. 


It says: “A consistent policy 
tone of distance and disengage- 
ment.. and at times belligerent 
confrontation, has damaged the 
UK's best interests." 

Though the institute does 
not formally ally itself with any 
political party, the document 
will be seen as a clear boost for 
Labour as the party attempts to 
improve its standing with the 
business community, it says the 
judgement over whether or not 
to join the currency should 
only be taken on economic 
grounds and it calls on the 
Government to say whether it 
would rule out taking part in 
economic and monetary union. 

The manifesto also distances 


the body from the Govern- 
ment's attack on the Social 
Chapter, calling instead for a 
“more mature debate” on the is- 
sue. “For some large organisa- 
tions the Social Chapter does not 
bold many fears.” it says. 

It also accuses the Govern- 
ment of obstructing compa- 
nies' attempts to get EU grant 
aid. It concludes: “The present 
Government's frequently anta- 
gonistic stance towards the EU 
does not help UK organisations 
or regions to benefit." 

Education policy also comes 
in for attack, with the institute 
arguing that the system has 
failed to match standards of the 
UK's global competitors. 
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• The position or rebel investors in Christian Salresen is looking 
increasingly isolated ahead of Thursday’s shareholder meeting 
after it emerged that Standard Life bus added its voice to that 
of Scottish Widows in support of management proposals to pay 
a £100m special dividend. Graham Wood, bead of UKinvesimem 
at the giant Scottish life insurer, last week revealed his hand, say- 
ing the two investors leading the crusade - Sir Gerald Elliot,’ a 
former chairman, and John Grant, former finance director at Lu- 
cas — bad failed to convince him of their arguments against man- 
agement plans to pay the dividend and spin off Salvescn's Aggreko 
hire division. Mr Wood said on Friday: “Up until now we have 
been rather inclined towards the existing board and management 
and that’s the way I am still looking at iL The campaign led bv 
Sir Gerald Elliot has raised the game, but at the end of the day 

^ on 1 fhink they have won the argument on the spe- 
cial dividend and the demerger” Magnus Grimond 

• The signing of the BBCs long-awaited deal with F] extech to 
provide its first fully fledged pay-TV service has been delayed until 
late this week, as the Corporation’s lawyers pore over the contract 
The deal will allow the BBC to launch at least eight new channels 
without having to commit any money to the deal Instead the BBC 
will throw open its television library to FJextech, a pay-TV company 
51 per cent owned by American cable gjant TCI. Under the deal 
FI exlech will put in £20m of capital, backed with a standby credit 
faculty of around £100m. Flextcch will get a 50 per cent stake in 
the venture, which is set to fun for 30 years. 

• Londoo, Liverpool, Glasgow, Manchester, Portsmouth and 
bwansea nave all failed to create as many jobs as they should, ac- 
OTrdtng to a study by the consultancy firm Business Strategies. The 
five cities have all done poorly over the past decade even allow* 
mg for any inherent disadvantages in the existing employment mix. 
according to Richard Holt, the author, lawns and cities which have 
done better than expected include Milton Keynes, Aberdeen, War- 
rington, Swindon, Peterborough, Exeter and Northampton. 

• heeding UK development organisations are calling on UK com- 

panies to report publicly on how they treat Workers in under- 
developed countries. Although some comp anies have signed codes 
of conduct there is no effective method of checking those codes. 
r' by the New Economics Foundation and the 

Catholic Institute for International Relations, notes that Sainsburv 
has a pilot scheme to monitor codes of conduct, while Gap, the 
US clothing company, is amaiket leader in checking its own code. 

• A huge west London office development known as the Ark, 
which dominates the Hammersmith skyline, has been sold for £42m 
t»y its Swedish owner to Despa, a German investment fund. The 
Ark's original developer, Ake Larson, collapsed during the slump 
in the commercial property market. 
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not have to delay the start of EMU 


GAVYN DAVIES 


‘An alternative, 
perhaps preferable, 
procedure would 
simply be to allow the 
1 January 1999 start 
date to be 

maintained, but for no 
members to be 
admitted to die . 
monetary union from 
the start’ 


T he financial markets have recently starr- 
ed u> lose confidence that European 
Monetary Umon wfll start on time in 1999. 
At the very least.' this seems premature. 

White the markets have been fretting about 
the huge jump in unemployment in Germany, 
a wodge of other evidence suggests that the 
central' European, economies -are at last 

picking up as export orders rise in response 

t o wea kening currencies. This is farmore im- 

portant forth c chances of hitting the start 
date than any off-stage noises which are em- 
anating from politicians at the moment. . 

Goldman -Sachs' latest forecasts show 
GDP growth in R^ce and Gennany reach- 


ing 2 to 2 3 per cent this year. On existing 

»uld produce budget 


fiscal policies; this woi , _ ___ . 

deficit outturns of 3.4 jaer cent of GDP in both 
countries in 1997. while these outcomes 
would be higher than the 3 per cent permitted 
under a strict reading of the Maastricht con- 
vergence Criteria, h seems unlikely that the 
entire project would fall, or be reviewed, on 
such a small divergence on just one of the 
convergence criteria. Either extra measures 
would be taken in France and Germany to 
push the deficits below 3 per cent of GDP. 
or the EU would choose to focus on fore- 
casts for the outturn in 1998, or some other 
meihodroxzld be found to fudge the outturn. 

A dmi t t edly, any such fudges would make 
it difficult to exclude countries such as Italy 
(if necessary), while including Germany and 
France, and these problems have certainly not 
yet been solved. But in the European Union, 


an old maxim states that where there is a po- 
litical will, (here is usually a political way. 

That would probably prove to be the case 
if the French and German budget deficits 
were fairly dose to 3 per cent of GDP this 
year, despite the recent protestations of Chan- 
cellor Kohl (and many others in Germany) 
about the need to observe the convergence 
criteria to the letter. 

Different circumstances would, however, 
arise if GDP growth this year falls substan- 
tially short of the 2 to 25 per ceni central 
forecast For example, if GDP growth drops 
by 1 per cent this year compared with the cen- 
tral projection, then the budget deficits for 
France and Germany would rise to around 
4 per cent of GDP tins year, and would stay 
at 3 .5 per cent of GDP in 1998. 

This higher path for the budget deficit would 


EMU project, since in the circumstances of 
continuing recession it would not be possible 
to introduce significant further restrictive mea- 
sures to hit the Maastricht targets. 

Furthermore, as a recent study by Martin 
Brookes of Goldman Sachs points out, it is 
now too late to reverse this situation by eas- 
ing monetary policy, since the scale of the 
required action appears implausible, and the 
time lags involved are now too long. 

For example, using simulations on macro- 
economic models, a combination of a 100 ba- 
sis point reduction in German and trench 
short-term interest rates, and a 4 per cent de- 
cline in the trade-weighted exchange rate in 


those countries, would be required to offset 
a shortfall of 1 per cent in the growth rates. 
But such an easing in moneiary’policy would 
need to happen immediately in order to have 
an)' effect on the outcome for GDP and bud- 
get deficits this year. 

It is much more likely that an easing would 
Dot actually come until later this year, which 
would be too late to impact demand suffi- 
ciently in 1997. so budget deficits would sig- 
nificantly exceed taiget. 


W bat does all this imply for a possible 
postponement of the EMU start date? 
If it rapidly becomes dear that GDP growth 
is on course to hit 2 per cent or more this 
year, then neither the financial markets nor 
the governments of key EU countries are 
likely to contemplate seriously a postpone- 
ment. However, if it becomes dear that the 
growth rate is remaining at or below last year's 
outturn of 13 per cent for France and Ger- 
many, then governments could start to con- 
template the need for a delay. Or they could 
be forced to do so by market chaos. 

The question of whether it is possible to 
delay the start date in an orderly fashion 
would then arise. This is much more diffi- 
cult that it may seem. Remember that Maas- 
tricht was intended to put in place an 
automatic glide-path to monetary union, with 
an absolutely final date of 1 January 1999 for 
the start of the project. 

Hence, the drafters of the Treaty did not 
include any specific provision for any delay 


beyond that date. However, there are rwo 
possible escape routes which could be used 
to keep the Maastricht super-structure in 
place, without needing to draft a com- 
pletely new Treat)', with all of the national 
ratification problems which would inevitably 
be involved. 

The first concerns Article 109J4. under 
which the Council of Ministers is empowered 
to set a date for the start of EMU. assum- 
ing that the launch has not already happened 
on J January 1997. 

It is dear that the drafters of the Treaty 
intended this provision to allow flexibility to 
set astan date in 1997 or 199S. failing which 
1 January 1999 would automatically become 
the effective start date. 

However, this is not specifically stated in 
the Treaty, so there is a loophole under which 
the Counril might be able to set a laier start 
date (such as 1 January 2001 ) and still claim 
that the provisions of the Treaty have been 
respected. 

Although lawyers for the European Com- 
mission. and most member stales, do not 
appear to believe that such a procedure would 
necessarily be legal, this loophole could never- 
theless be adopted for overriding political 
reasons in extreme circumstances. But it 
would mean Lhac member states would have 
to agree during 1997 to a new specific start 
date, and that may not be easy. 

An alternative, perhaps preferable, pro- 
cedure would simply be to allow the 1 Jan- 
uary 1999 start date to be maintained, but 


for no members lo.be admiued to the mon- 
etary union from the start. 

Although this may seem absurd, it would 
in fact be quite practical, and it would enable 
future members to join the nun-exislcm mon- 
etary union at some point in the future, when 
convergence criteria had been achieved. Un- 
der this procedure, the precise start dale for 
a meaningful EMU would not be fixed in ad- 
vance. and nor would the initial members be 
determined until later. Countries would sim- 
ply opt in to the EMTJ super -struct ure when 
they were able to do so. 

This alternative would appear to have the 
advantage of great flexibility. But the dis- 
advantage of this approach is that it might 
lack both political and financial market 
credibility. 

Certainly, it would be difficult to persuade 
electorates and markets to take seriously an 
empty monetary union for an undefined pe- 
riod, especially since the previously sacrosanct 
stan dale of 1 January 1999 would have been 
ditched. 

It must be verv debatable whether EU 
politicians could overcome these problems 
and make anv delay credible to the financial 
markets. Fortunately for them, the recent be- 
haviour uf the foreign exchanges makes it less 
and less likely that this will become neces- 
sary. Ironically, after all the fuss the Germans 
have made about the need to create a 
strong European currency, it is the weakness 
of the” German mark that may yet make EMU 
feasible in 1999. 


Marks . & Spencer, Britain's 
most profitable retailer, has 
signed a five-year distribution 
deal with. BOC to spearhead a 


BOC to distribute Marks & Spencer goods in South Korea 


store-opening drive in the Far 
East, writes Chris ~ ' 


— — -hris Godstmrk. 

BOC which is responsible far 
distributing 85 per cent of 
M&S's chilled foods from de- 


pots to UK stores and a fifth of 
its clothing, will deliver stock 
from a warehouse in Hemel 
Hempstead to up to eight stores 
planned to open in South Ko- 


rea. The first M&S outlet will 
begin business later this month 
in the capital. Seoul, with a 
much larger six-floor store due 
to open in April. Two more 


brandies are likely to start trad- 
ed 


mg by the end of this year. 

This is the fiist time M&S has 
appointed a single distributor to 
its overseas franchise outlets. 


marking a more aggressive ap- 
proach to its foreign expansion 
plans. The Korean stores are 
owned by P&S. a local con- 
glomerate. while BOC will em- 


ploy 35 staff at a large ware- 
house. 

M&S. which is spending 
£400m on new stores around the 
world over the next three vears. 


is also dose to deciding whether 
to move into Japan, Taiwan and 
China. 

The M&S board is expected 
to meet in Mav to analyse re- 


ports from staff on the three 
countries. Three years ago 
M&S abandoned a move into 
Japan because of problems with 
tariff harriers on imported 
goods. However, Sir Richard 
Greenbury. chairman, is keen to 
use the M&S brand to seek 
growth opportunities abroad. 


Tel: 0171 293 2222 


BUSINESS TO BUSINESS 


Fax: 0171 293 2505 



Mobile Phones 


Per minute - 

Anytime 

Japan 

28p 



Nigeria 

67p 

Ghana 

67p 



Malaysia 

56p 

U5A 

lOp 



Motocco 

57p 

Lebanon 

78p 



Austria 

28p 

Philippines 

til • v 

71p 



on international phone 
calls 24 hours a day. 

It’s so simple... 

• No Extra Charges 
•Any Phone 

• No Installation 

• High Quality Lines and Service 

• Per Second Charging 

• Free Itemised Statements 


Constant low Rates, All Day, 
Every Day to oveT 240 countries 


Sri Lanka 

88p 

Mauritius 

S8p 



Russia 

59p 

Romania 

57p 

I and many many 9 

1 more lew low rates... | 


£200 

Kuoni HoHday*r 

+£10 of rBEECAujsf 


Call Freephone 

0800 0747 000 


* Special Offers require set 
prepayments. 

KUONi Offer vaiio for two. minimum 
7 day holiday, travel insurance to be 
purchased from Xperr Travel. 


and see how much you can save 



149,760 

minutes of local + calls 

every year 



with 


onefeone 


• National daytime calls from t2p/mimrte 

• FREE Voicemail • FREE same day delivery 
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cellphones 


0500 000 121 


Opportunities 


Announcing 


GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS 


Newsletter 


Opportunities 


£364 extra 


I Average weekly profits last 2 years 
•the most enjoyable profit 
I*ve ever -made* 

. • Just 1 hour each Saturday 

• No stock, no se lling 

• Operate anywhere 

• Not MLM or franchise ; 

• Total capital investment £3,995 - 

01452 53241524 fars, 7 days 
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Services 


NON STATUS FINANCE 




1 -ANYPUPRPOSE 
I -MAX LTV 

| -3 DAY RKVOOT POSSIBLE 
| "HQ UPFRONT FEES 
I -NO AGE LAST 
| -NO VERBOSE 
* -IK) REASON TO PHONE 
j SSEWHERE , 

I Tel 01 782 642200 j 



To 


advertise 
in this 
section 
please call 
Jonathan 


Wilson 
on 0171 
293 2742. 


For the wholesale public disposal of goods from the official department of: 


HM Customs and Excise 
Tbe Home Office 
The Police, County Courts 
The Ministry of Defence 
The Official Receiver 
HM Collector of Taxes 
Transport Lost Property 
Public Utilities 


Liquidators, Receivers 
Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency Practitioners 
Local Authorities, NHS 
The Sheriffs Office 
The Post Office, Bailiffs 
The United States 
Department of Defense 


Nationwide coverage of over LOOP no-reserve price auctions every month. 

From the total asset sales of companies in receivtrchip to the offer for purchase of solen and recov- 
ered possessions, from the auctions of confiscated contraband to hreescakr M oD nev-and-tised 
repbeeroou sates, from the clearance or transport department and airport unefaimed effects and 
post office undeliverabte parcels tc* the disposal of local authority and utility vehicles, property and 
land. Noj restricted to dealers and traders. Open id all members of the public. A publication fea- 
tured by BBC Television and Radio, The Independent. Businesses and Assets, and referred by the 
DU DoE. HMSO, HM Cwoms & Excise and IT* Small Easiness Advice Centre. 
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Franchises 


£13,500 IN 30 DAYS 


That is the- income recently generated by an 
Energy 2000 .Associate Partner within 'one 
month of joining. 

It is a fact that in Britain today, businesses are 
paying more than they need to for basic 
utilities I water, gas. electric and telecomsl. 

As one of Britain's most experienced utility 
analysis we have been able to show thousands 
of companies how to reduce the costs on these 
utilities. 

Our lead generation campaigns which are 
part of our support program are assisting 
Associate Partners to grow quickly and 
profitably. 

When you receive our information pack you 
will see why there is no belter business 
opportunity in this market at 



0800 
13 28 35 


ID2 


Lines open till 9pm 


Build yoor own -MKtctoful 
executive Bc i frti company. 
«Uli cnxr~S offices 
worldwide. Humana 
tmc r m n i iwi a / fc. one of 
the leaders in ihb rapidly 
expanding muict Tike 
our proven ronhndv and 
training programme, 
add your experience and 
the porubithio are endteo. 




YOUR 

Search for' 

I PROFITABLE] 
.BUSINESS IS, 
OVER-. 


; Contact Knin G>i on 

^ 01753 842 842. 


\£a/ierdac& 

\ Erxcia&nfie 


ange 

MAXIMIM RERUN FROM 
INDEPENDENT BOOKSHOPS 
Papuki.i Euiunccai. o<n (ufcruii; 
i bar unu|'jc kok'dinii lonnab is 
ffaDcbun:- buial onsurctn 
05.000 - CAJuB oicbn: apiul 
Ring 01285 750587 
or Fax 01285 750133 


Opportunities 


You've planned pour new business. 
Now write your business plan. 




Page 18 shows you bow. 


No; West’s comprehensive Business Sfort-Up Guide covers 
mum) oi iht things you should consider before qoi.09 if clone. 
Everything from writing a business plan to insurance 

end Segal considerations. Call 0800 777 '888 ' 

to F-'-lj-V' 8. -C :t:i’ o.OCip.T. 1 

For oour free copy, fill s.sru.‘.cs v 'r'c-j.7. u; ■.'C.'vr. 
in the coupon or C-dl us on OSOO 777 4J8S. 

Better still, whu no; contact uour local Smell Business 


Adviser? With fit least one in every High Street branch. 


uou've over -.000 to choose from. 


. Please send me ;r.y free Nat’.Vest Business Start-Up Guide: 
j Fiii in this coupon and return to: Not West Small Business 
! Services, FREEPOST. Hounslow TWA 5BR. 



Mr/Mrsr Miss/Ms 


initials 


Surname 


Address 


PostcodeT 
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NatWest 

More tbiQTi just alDorik 


Notional WtttminHcJ Bank Mr. 41 Lothbun} London EC 2 F 2 BP Rcoutolrd Imj the l Vv> n ol tftwsimtni Auifn»«u 
and WRO. iMin Dl the Naiwm Ulr ml ItoiWni Uiw Tnm Mnariin, Ooup. Qdvhvw on the I Or crwonCc. 
pmserts ond vmt tnnl pnodvet* only ol dw, Mmfcrlriq Groue 
Cols *nh NtrtWWJ rmj be monuofFdnrrwdrd 10 ond impeov- cur wrvVe 

















,*«^ DENT 



Peter 

Hall 

Leaving little 
to Waste 



Margaret 

Drabble 

The baby that 
changed ray life 



ABC 

The lexicon of 
a comeback 




back page: the week starts here 



-w- ord-Wyan, who has been chair- the 

W . man' -of the* Totalisator since Hamilton s/i “ Tbe ^ew has 

I 'God^ aM oiade his M poker, winch gives 

I -,sbk&i-at' tife Tbte s annual a diaiy, a exciting than strip 

X^^LtVfednesday.in^ ^er sense of 

^I^C^tethedtief Am Onmdl prize for poetry a ax*- 

interest of an incumbent is notto be out- ery ^ sentence of one recipe: 

performed by a successor. The Nolan .^.^^sufficient for six people 
rules governing appointments in tbe pub- N unless you are planning an 

lie sector were helpful but did ^ ’ ^re should be plenty 
not gofer enough: they shouW left for a vigorous replay-” 

have banned succession by if you want to race over and 

the outgoing man’s choice, coG.it say. La Cornpamison. 

Woodrow announced that ■Ml M ftfVHH a single saucy iSth-centiuy 
be favoured lieutenant Gen- ■IUb|m mint bv Jean Frederic Schall, 

eral Sir William Rous -whidi £1630 make your way to PO 

has probably put paid to the i jHS§S|^^k g™ 10545, London SW10. 
military man's hopes of this ; :£V ; ' 

well-paid job. Unlike Sir t- '' ; ' r o jmj sec Waste at 

Wiliam's brother Keith, 6th ? MS: f ---the Old Vic. The 
Earl of Stradbroke who lists ? V 3 play was written by 

•'making babies" as bis recre- • Granville Barker at the turn 

ation and commutes between f . CEX . taiv was due to be 

Oz and East Suffolk, the gen- peSorSd at the Court 

eral has two sons and if Theatre in Soane Square (the 

Debretfs is to be believed, “Royal" prefix along with the 

Uyes in Wellington Barracks, playing ^of the national 

London SW1. — anthem was jettisoned as a 

-m Jfy fishmonger sends /^- m-vTm protest against, 



Dancer The Birmingham Royal Ballet visits Plymouth this week as part of a national tour which will also take in Sunderland, 
Liverpool and Bradford. A double bill of Frederick Ashton's The Dream and Kenneth MacMillan’s Song of the Earth will be 
on tomorrow and Wednesday, followed by Sleeping Beauty from 13 to 15 March. Tickets £1530-£ 29.50. All evening 
performances at 7.30pm. Tickets for matinde performances are also available. Box office: 01752-267222. 


M y ™ 01 ^, PT TTMTTNT and was banned by the Lord 

fo 1 Otartxtbi* just before the 


praise of Smelts about which FREUD 

i now know more than I 
wanted to. Osmerus eperlanus 

is an inshore migratory fish . niJote the final 
whirh nmirs on the east coast 1 MLKJlfc; UH3 mm 


WHERE TO GO, WHAT TO SEE, WHAT TO DO 


from the lay to the Thames, sentence Of “ clua “ yi-Und lad 
on tbe west from the Clyde to an p rGClDG" The “he asked me 

the Conwy, and in south-west One recipe, ine sleaze though, headed me 

Ireland tart IS Sufficient to tell you he was sure he 


first night- . 

Barker kept updating the 
play and the 1926 version - 
director Peter Hall considers 
it the very best rewrite - 
includes the Labour Party. 


They’re off 

Racing: Spring can't be far 
away... it’s the highlight of 
the National Hunt season 
with the start of the 
Cheltenham Festival today. 
Lots of Guinness, Irish 
bonhomie and corporate 
entertaining. The Smurtit 
Champion Hurdle on 
Tuesday is the big one. 11-13 
March. Gates open at 
J0-30am. Tickets Tuc £50 
club, £20 Tattersails. £10 
carriage enclosure. Box 
office 01242-513014. 

They’re off? 

The Conservative Central 
Council Meeting is being 
held in Bath on Friday and 
Saturday. In 1992 the Prime 
Minister used this rally as a 
springboard for the Tory- 
general election campaign. If 
he does that again we could 
be looking at a campaign 
lasting seven weeks, if the 
Tories settle on May Day for 
D-Day. Oh dear. 

He’s off 

Theatre: Peter Hall’s 
repertory company kicks off 
tonight at the Old Vic with a 
new production of Caryl 
Churchill's Broadway hit 
Cloud Nine. Tim Mclnncmy 
(of Blackadder) plays a 
leading role in this 
production, which examines 
sexual politics via trademark 
time leaps 3nd generation 
conflicts. 230pm matinee. 
7.30pra. Tickets £10-£19 until 
16 March. Hall’s season 
features 12 plays, including 
Harley Granville Barker’s 
Wfarte'and Hurty Buriy by new 
writer David Rabe. Box 
office 0271-928 761b. 

Truly moving 

Film: Over-hyped (?) but 
over here, at last. The 
English Patient opens 
nationwide this Friday with 
Ralph Rennes. Juliette 
Binoche and Kristin Scott- 
Thomas. Our critic 
summarises: “Four damaged 
people end up sharing their 


lives in a ruined Tuscan villa 
in 1944." Director Anthony 
(7ru(v. Madly, Deeply ) 
Minghella’s adaptation of 


production. Die Meistersinger 
von Numberg at the Royal 
Opera House, are only 
available for 24 March. 

Prices from £82 to £272. Box 
office 0171-304 4000. 

Hey, hey 

Many were the nights that 
we secretly prayed that their 
chapter in the book of pop 
•' history was finished, but now 

•£ ‘ : the original four-piece 

Monkees hit the road again 
for the first time in almost 30 
Ralph Fiennes: at last years. Catch the Bom Agains 

monkeying around 

... . . „ . throughout the week at 

Michael Ondaatje s Booker Dubl ;“ (10 Mareh) 

Pme-winning novd has been sh ' effield (14 j 

nominate! for 12 Oscars. Mancheste (15) or 

A— — Bournemouth (16). Details 

upera now and group bookings 0181- 

Opera: This week only, don’t 863 3266. 

miss an exciting new 

production of Verdi’s f jm 

masterpiece La Traviata in „ - _ — . „ . -. 

EngUsh (translation by Dadd Dem Fray’s Tap 

Pbumney) at the Hackney Z ^‘V5/wemiu: show with 
Empire with Fiona O'Neill crating, dexterous show with 

as Violetta. 12-15 March, dancers even taking to the 

7 Jbpm- Some tickers left for «•”**. ouf cnnc pm it: 

Wednesday (£10). The rest »*"“ „ 

f 12-50-£l&50- Bos office J? 0015 * hat dld 

n ,Q, qo^ for umbrellas .Theatre 

-4-4. Royal. Nottingham. 10-15 

March. Tickets £S-£ 1630 (£2 
More opera. : Graham Vick s off cones). Details and box i 
production of Puccini's office 01 15 . 948 2 626. 

Madame Butterfly is back at 
the London Coliseum this NftCfa inh 

Friday with Susan Bullock in . 

the title role. Tickets £630- Fun(d)ratsmg: The Spice 
£50 weekdays and matinees. Girls. Kylie Minogue (a sort 
£8r£55 Saturdays. of Spice Girl of the 

Performances at 730pm, Eighties). Lenny Henry and 

except 22 March at 630pm. anyone who is anyone iryi ng 

0171-632 8300. Tickets for to be funn . v are among the 
another Graham Vick a^ 10 support Comic i 

Last chance 

Theatre : Hurry to see Fascinating Aida's immensely 
successful West End show. The It. H’ir. Don't Che A Shit 
Girls., during its extended run at the Apollo Theatre. 8pm 
every night until 15 March. Tickets £12.99 to £14.99. Box 
Office: 0171-494 5Q70. 

Last glance 

Architecture: The cun-ent retrospective of the architect Denys 
Lasdun continues at the Royal Academy of An. London, 
until Sundav. Tickets £3 (£2 concessions). Box office: 0171- 
494 5676. 
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ACROSS 

1 Hesitant but keen to re- 
tain notes (101 
6 llnfortunately is in a last 
minute panic (4) 

10 Coal leH on fire (7) 

H Number maybe groan 
about unionist’s Inertia 
17) 

12 Working party exercise 
power (4.5) 

13 Standing ready to cause 
bother (5) 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


23 Mention as possible 
names (9) 

25 Isn't positive of getting 
puzzle (7) 

26 Going ahead of directors 
in a public vehicle (23) 

27 Get to hear about trainee 
leaving (4) 

2S Troopers set out to mea- 
sure boundaries ( 10) 

DOWN 

1 Occupied territory (5) 

2 Charcoal biscuit (9) 

3 Top of the bill? (5.9) 

4 Be terrified about artist's 
curse (5.2) 

5 Old peasant's horrible 
home contains many (7) 

7 Archbishop's office (?) 

8 Give royal backing to car- 
rying device (9) 

9 Sure international organi- 
sation's suspicious ( l3) 

14 Replica is agreed in an 
enamel design (9) 

16 Anxious because of trou- 
ble with Australian kid 
(3,2.4) 

18 Searing arrangement re- 
sults in a bloomer (7) 

19 Chap hit ball over, ending 
in a draw (7) 

22 Told wav to countrv house 
(5) 

24 Take these to be partisan 

(5) 


14 City firm receiving public- 
ity (5) 

15 He mustn't worry about 
one composer (9) 

17 Superior view of manage* 
ment (9) 

20 One s money is pocketed 
by the German time- 
waster (5) 

21 Mostly fly round Ameri- 
can islands in the Pacific 

(5) 



Reliefs Red Nose Day this 
Friday. BBCl and 2 on 14 
March from 7prn. From 
11pm. The live event at 
Shepherd’s Bush Empire is 
sold out Box office: 0181- 
740 7474 

Book it 

Fain Olympia hosts the UK’s 
largest trade book fair, the 
London International 
Bookfair 1997. The headline 
attraction, especially for 
children and their parents, is 
the consumer software event 
Follow the Mouse, which is 
open to tbe public 
(admission free). National 
Hall Gallery Olympia; 15-16 
March, 10am -5pm. (£15), 
call 0120-342 6454. 

Stub it 

Bad habits: No Smoking Day 
an Wednesday marks the 
annual attempt to wean the 
addicted off the weed. A 
national campaign of posters 
and interviews will focus in 
particular on the 40 per cent 
of men and 38 per cent of 
women in the 20-24 age 
bracket who depend on their 
daily fix of nicotine. 


Ireland. 

The shorter Oxford English 
dictionary (shorter is just shy 
of 2300 pages long) states: “A 
small ffch allied to the salmon 


for six people 
so, unless you 


could keep the worst out of 
the papers" shows that we 
have progressed Tbe feet that 
a play railed Shopping and 


and emitting a peculiar 
odour.” 

Could that be the source of 
its English name? 

Mr Blagden, the author of 


“ are planning an 

> ^ nnAf thom r? i mum enmp In 


orgy, there 
should be 


End might cause some to 
believe that we have overdone 
freedom of expression; they 
would be those, unaware of 
the reference to female 


the bulletin, will not thank me VlgOPOUS fepla/ the reference to female 

for giving my own recipe of a L- _- pudendum - Oh quelle cue tu 

nn-L. fish cake of rood as - that ran throughout the 


for giving my own recipe ot a 

no- fuss fish cake of good 
quality: 

A lOoz tin of red salmon - 
drained 

I large egg and 1 yolk 
1 teaspoon of Dijon mustard 
1 level teaspoon dilbveed 
Blend together in processor, shape into 
three-quarter-inch thick cakes, dredge in 
salted peppered oatmeal and fry in hot 
olive on, one and a half minutes per side 
when tbe oatmeal will be golden brown and 
the fish boL Drain cakes on kitchen paper 
and serve with a lemon wedge, sauce tar- 
tar on high days and holidays. 

/ urilanism is the haunting fear that 
I— J someone, somewhere may be 
A enjoying themselves." wrote HL 
Mencken. The Erotic Print Society (how 
did ( get on their mailing list?) have sent 
me their latest review. 

Following the continuing success of the 


1960s under the title of Oh 
Calcut ta. Perhaps Mark 
Ravenhfll'sepic might be renamed Chopin 
and Foo Kong. 

s f*T*1 he meaninglessness is terrific," is 
I what Billy Burner s Indian friend 
M would have said of No Smoking 
Day (see left). Ttoeniy-four hours without 
nicotine improves your health hardly at all, 
hurts tobacco companies only minimally. 
In the best of all worlds the day would be 
geared to a good cause: Red Nose Day 
which starts 24 hours after NS Day ends, 
is such a one. Thke the money that you 
would have given a tobacconist to the near- 
est bank or building society, round it up 
to an even sum, add a nought for gen- 
erosity and watch the Comic Relief pro- 
gramme on Friday night, luxuriating in 
your role of supporter of a charily that does 
and continues to do brilliant work. 


In 1838 tea from India 
was worth its 
weight in gold 


The first consignment of pure India Tea was shipped 
to Britain in 1 838. Then it was a rare and priceless 

commodity — kepc.under ; Iock and key 
in a few privileged homes. 




r* 

L* 


Today, one million skilled workers 
tending 13,000 tea gardens have made 
^ India the world’s largest producer of fine teas. 

Pure India teas no longer cost the earth and are 
easily available to the discerning British tea drinker. 


India’s world famous reas are known by die generic names of 
the regions in which they are grown. Darjeeling — nestling in 
the foothills of the Himalayas. Assam — in the north-east, / 

famous for its lush green valleys and the one homed rhino. \ 
And Nilgiri - the Blue Mountains in South India. 





To ensure that you get the genuine 
^ product, the lea Board of India has developed three distinct 

Logos. Exquisite Darjeelingwith fine muscatel flavour- ; 
‘champagne of teas’, refreshing Assam - rich and strong, : - = 
and fragrant Nilgiri - bright and brisk. 

Now with our seal of approval and your guarantee of quality, • 
you can really tell the difference. 


For more information write to: 
Tea Board of India, 

India House, 
Aldwych, London WC2. 

India Tea 

perfect anytime 
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